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By Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 

U .S. Marines have kicked off training operations in 
Iceland, conducting an air assault drill and battling 
the elements in the island nation’s uniquely pictur¬ 
esque environment. 

Approximately 2,000 Marines from the 24th Marine Expedi¬ 
tionary Unit are participating in the Iceland operations, which 
started Wednesday as part of Exercise Trident Juncture. 


The Marines are joined by as many 
sailors, serving aboard the amphibious 
assault ship USS Iwo Jima, amphibious 
dock landing ship USS Gunston Hall 
and amphibious transport dock ship USS 
New York. The combined force plans to 
highlight the power of the NATO alliance 
when it comes to amphibious operations. 

SEE ARCTIC ON PAGE 5 


Top US general 
escapes deadly 
Kandahar attack 

2 Americans wounded, Afghan 
general killed as guard opens fire 

By Phillip Walter Wellman 

AND ZUBAIR BaBAKARKHAIL 
Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The top US. military com¬ 
mander in Afghanistan survived an attack Thursday in the 
southern province of Kandahar in which a famed Afghan 
pohce general and the local intelligence chief were killed 
and two Americans were wounded, officials said. 

A bodyguard for Kandahar’s governor opened fire in¬ 
side a building where senior officials had met to discuss 
the security situation in the south, Agha Lalai Dastagiri, 
Kandahar’s deputy governor, told Stars and Stripes. 

In addition to Kandahar police chief Gen. Abdul Raziq’s 
death, the local leader of the country’s main intelligence 
agency and a journalist were killed, Dastagiri said. 

He said the governor, Zalmai Wesa, was wounded and 
was taken to a hospital. Dastagiri could not immediately 
confirm whether the governor was still alive. But The As¬ 
sociated Press reported that Wesa died of his injuries at 
a hospital. 

SEE ATTACK ON PAGE 7 


Trump threatens to send troops 
to shut down southern border as 
migrant caravan approaches US 

By Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump on Thurs¬ 
day threatened to send the US. military to close the 
nation’s southern border if Mexico cannot stop migrants 
traveling north from Guatemala toward the US. 

In three tweets directed at Democrats and Central 
American countries, the president called the loosely orga¬ 
nized group of migrants, now commonly referred to as a 
caravan, an “assault on our country by Guatemala, Hondu¬ 
ras and El Salvador.” He said the caravan includes crimi¬ 
nals and he blamed the Democratic Party, claiming they 
advocate for open borders and weak immigration laws. 

This week. Trump threatened to stop US. monetary 
aid to those Central American nations if they could not 
curb migration of their citizens to the U.S. 


SEE MIGRANT ON PAGE 10 
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Vietnam-era Marine receives Medai of Honor 



By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Nearly 51 
years after the battle that would 
launch John L. Canley into the 
annals of Marine lore, the retired 
sergeant m^jor stood stoic in the 
White House on Wednesday as he 
received the nation’s highest mili¬ 
tary honor. 

Shouts of “oorah,” the Marine 
Corps’ legendary battle cry, rang 
through the East Room and the 
standing-room-only crowd of 
Canley’s fellow Vietnam veterans 
and top military brass cheered the 
80-year-old as President Donald 
Trump presented him the Medal 
of Honor. The Marines who fought 
alongside Canley in Vietnam’s bru¬ 
tal Battle of Hue had worked for 
years to see him receive the award 
— an upgrade of the Navy Cross 
that he was awarded in 1970. 

Canley is the 300th Marine to 
receive the medal. 

Trump, echoing the comments 
of Canley’s fellow troops, said 
Canley had showed throughout his 
entire life that he was a Marine’s 
Marine. 

He is “a Marine warrior, who 
is bigger than life and beyond the 
reach of death. He is truly larger 
than life,” Trump said before 
turning to Canley. “There are very 
few people — brave, brave people 


Correction 

An Oct. 16 article about 
future plans for Tyndall Air 
Force Base in Florida should 
have said Kelsie Perez is 
active in multiple spouse 
Facebook groups at Osan Air 
Base in South Korea. 


— like you, John.” 

On Jan. 31, 1968, Canley was 
suddenly called upon for a job that 
he never expected to have. With 
his company commander severely 
wounded as his unit made its way 
toward the besieged city of Hue 
in northern South Vietnam, then- 
Gunnery Sgt. Canley took control 
of Alpha Company, a job typical¬ 
ly reserved for a commissioned 
officer. 

For the next six days, Canley 
would lead the 1st Marines unit 
as it charged into the city to pry 
it from the North Vietnamese and 
Viet Cong forces who had cap¬ 
tured it during the unanticipated 
Tet Offensive. 

In the midst of one of the most 
ferocious fights of the Vietnam 
War, Canley would organize as¬ 
saults on enemy positions, kill¬ 
ing countless enemy fighters as 
his team retook buildings in the 
city, according to award citations. 
Twice, the noncommissioned offi¬ 
cer braved fire to scale a wall in 
“full view of the enemy to pick up 
wounded Marines and carry them 
to safety.” 

Trump said Wednesday that 
Canley had saved at least 20 Ma¬ 
rines’ lives during that “house- 
to-house, very vicious, very hard 
combat.” 

“In one instance after another, 
John risked his own life to save his 
Marines,” the president said. “He 
just continued to face the enemy 
with no regard for his own life.” 

Canley, of Oxnard, Calif., has 
credited the Marines that he 
served with for his receiving the 
award and his numerous acts of 
valor during that fight. 

The Medal of Honor “means a 
lot to me,” Canley said in an inter¬ 
view earlier this year with USA 
Today. “Mostly for my Marines, 
because we’ve had to wait 50-plus 


years to get any kind of recogni¬ 
tion. It’s not about me. It’s about 
the Marines who didn’t [receive] 
the appropriate recognition when 
we got home.” 

Canley did not make a public 
statement at the White House on 
Wednesday. 

In addition to the Medal of 
Honor, Canley received the Bronze 
Star with “V” device for valor, the 
Purple Heart and the Navy and 
Marine Corps Commendation 
Medal with “V” device for valor 
for his service in Vietnam between 
1964 and 1970, according to his 
Marine biography. He retired from 
the service in 1981 as a sergeant 
mgjor after serving 28 years in the 
Marine Corps. 

In a brief video produced by 
the Marine Corps, Canley said it 
was the men who fought alongside 


him who kept him going during 
the Battle of Hue from Jan. 31 to 
Feb. 6. 

“My Marines, because they be¬ 
lieved in me, they would follow 
me to death,” he said in the video 
published Tuesday. “And I have no 
doubt about that.” 

Canley is the seventh person to 
receive the Medal of Honor from 
Trump and the third to receive 
the award from Trump for actions 
during the Vietnam War. 

All seven Medals of Honor that 
Trump has presented have been 
upgrades of previously awarded 
lower valor honors. While some of 
them are the result of a Pentagon- 
ordered review of Post-9/11 valor 
awards, others such as Canley 
have been the result of years of 
effort by friends and family of the 
recipients. 


For Canley, the Medal of Honor 
upgrade required an act of Con¬ 
gress because of the amount of 
time that had passed since the 
war. Rep. Julia Brownley, D- 
Calif., sponsored the bill approv¬ 
ing the upgraded award, which 
was passed in January. 

“Sgt. Mqj. Canley is a shining 
example of why our armed forces 
are the best military in the world, 
and his heroism and bravery 
showcases what being an Ameri¬ 
can hero truly means,” Brown¬ 
ley said last month following the 
White House’s announcement of 
the award upgrade. 

“I look forward to Sgt. Mqj. 
Canley finally receiving this 
much-deserved honor, and thank 
him for his unwavering dedica¬ 
tion to our nation and his fellow 
servicemembers.” 
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US retreats on S. Koreans' base access in Japan 


By Leon Cook 
AND Yoo Kyong Chang 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The U.S. 
military has removed South Korea from a 
list of nations whose citizens must undergo 
extra scrutiny before they can visit friends 
or attend events on American bases in 
Japan. 

The U-turn, announced Thursday at 
the home of U.S. Forces Japan in western 
Tokyo, follows complaints that South Ko¬ 
reans had been turned away at Yokota and 
other installations in Japan. 

Stars and Stripes reported Monday that 


America’s longtime Pacific ally had been 
added to a list of more than 50 nations 
whose citizens must receive additional 
screening ahead of base visits — a process 
that can take up to 30 days. 

An updated document that included 
South Korea was approved in May, but of¬ 
ficials only recently had started enforcing 
it. 

“U.S. Forces Japan is reviewing its poli¬ 
cies and procedures for third country na¬ 
tional access to US military installations 
in Japan,’’ Mgj. Genieve White, a USFJ 
spokeswoman, told Stars and Stripes on 
Thursday. “Until that review is complete, 
the previous policies and procedures en¬ 


acted in 2016 will remain in effect.” 

White did not provide a reason for the 
reversion. 

Some South Korean commentators sug¬ 
gested this week that the extra checks for 
their citizens could be related to friction 
with the U.S. over rapidly warming ties to 
the North. 

A Seoul Economic Daily editorial pub¬ 
lished Tuesday suggested a “too submis¬ 
sive attitude” to North Korea by the South 
Korean government had affected its rela¬ 
tions with the US., before noting the base 
access restrictions and recent complaints 
by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo about 
Seoul’s dealings with Pyongyang. 


Hwee Rhak Park, a retired South Korean 
army officer and professor of the graduate 
school of politics and leadership at Seoul’s 
Kookmin University, said the base access 
moves might mean the level of Washing¬ 
ton’s trust in its ally has been lowered. 

Park mentioned there are many ethnic 
Koreans with sympathies to the North liv¬ 
ing in Japan. 

“South and North Korea keep in contact 
a lot with each other, so the troops may 
judge that some South Koreans coming 
into bases might try to collect information 
or commit terrorist acts,” he said. 

cook.ieon@strfpes.com 

chang.yookyong@stripes.com 


Navy alters 
procedures 
after Atsugi 
helo incident 



\ 


Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

An MH-53E Sea Dragon prepares to land at a Japan Self-Defense Force air field 
in Sendai, Japan, during earthquake- and tsunami-relief efforts in 2011. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan 

— After a window fell from a Navy 
MH-53E helicopter at Naval Air Facil¬ 
ity Atsugi in July and made Japanese 
headlines, the service this week an¬ 
nounced new maintenance procedures 
to help prevent future occurrences. 

On July 27, an MH-53E Sea Dragon 
was hovering about 6 to 8 feet above the 
flight line when a window fell off the 
aircraft, according to a Navy statement. 
No one was hurt, and the helicopter 
landed safely afterward. 

Japanese Defense Minister Itsunori 
Onodera told reporters in July that 
members of the Japan Maritime Self- 
Defense Force saw the window falling 
soon after the helicopter took off, ac¬ 
cording to a July 28 report by Kyodo 
News. 

The Navy responded by grounding 
all MH-53E aircraft in the region and 
opened an investigation. The results 

— released this week — showed “the 
accident was most likely caused by in¬ 
advertent release of a loose emergency 
handle,” the service said. 

Though the investigation has con¬ 
cluded, the Navy said all remaining 
MH-53E Sea Dragons in Japan are 
being “individually reviewed for clear¬ 
ance” before they are returned to nor¬ 
mal flight operations. 

A Kanagawa Prefectural Office offi¬ 
cial said they are aware of the investi¬ 
gation report’s release and are seeking 
details through the South Kanto De¬ 
fense Bureau, which regularly commu¬ 
nicates with U.S. Forces Japan. A base 
affairs official at the prefectural office 
said there are concerns that such acci¬ 
dents could cause greater danger if they 
occur above a residential area. 

From the investigation’s results, the 
Navy has implemented new procedures 
for maintenance inspections “to prevent 
this from happening again,” according 
to the Navy statement. 

“Every MH-53E aircraft operating in 
the region was inspected in accordance 
with the updated procedures and will 
be re-inspected in the same way prior 
to each flight,” the statement said. 

The Navy also recommended that it 
and the Marine Corps both include the 


Navy’s new inspection procedures in 
their routine maintenance operations 
for all H-53E aircraft. 

The Navy’s follow-up actions align 
with what the prefecture and South 
Kanto Defense Bureau requested the 
day of the accident. Motoyasu Mitsu- 
mori, who leads the prefecture’s U.S. 
military facilities relations division, 
said they asked for “precise and accu¬ 
rate information” about the incident, an 
investigation into its cause and that the 
U.S. take necessary measures to pre¬ 
vent accidents from reoccurring. 

“There were no damages this time, 
but it could be a catastrophe if some¬ 
thing falls off of an aircraft above a resi¬ 
dential area,” Mitsumori told Stars and 
Stripes on Thursday. “We want them 
to take all possible measures to ensure 
safety on a day-to-day basis.” 

Mitsumori said the Kanagawa gover¬ 
nor is the chair of a group made up of 
prefectures hosting military bases that 
made a similar request to the Japanese 
government in February after a series of 
U.S. military aircraft incidents, includ¬ 
ing the emergency landings of Okinawa- 
based Marine Corps helicopters. 

The Atsugi accident came about six 
months after a window from a Marine 
Corps CH-53E Super Stallion helicop¬ 
ter fell onto a sports field near Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma, Okinawa, 
where more than 50 elementary school 
students were playing. One boy’s hand 
was slightly injured by a rock that was 
sent airborne. 

That incident prompted outcries from 
Okinawan citizens and a rally to remove 
U.S. forces from the island. The prefec¬ 
ture’s late anti-base governor, Takeshi 


Onaga, who died in August, called the 
ordeal “terrible and unforgivable,” ac¬ 
cording to Japanese public broadcaster 
NHK. 

Early this year, Onodera reportedly 
asked Defense Secretary Jim Mattis to 
take additional measures to prevent fu¬ 
ture mishaps. In June, Onodera empha¬ 
sized the importance of U.S. military 
aircraft safety at a joint news confer¬ 
ence with Mattis in Tokyo. 

The Navy said the Atsugi helicopter 
that dropped the window remains at the 
base and will be airlifted to the U.S. for 
routine scheduled maintenance unre¬ 
lated to the July incident. 

“While it would have been possible 
to repair the aircraft in Atsugi, the air¬ 
craft is approaching a service-life re¬ 
quirement for depot-level maintenance 
and it was determined to be more cost 
effective to return the aircraft early,” 
the Navy said in an email to Stars and 
Stripes on Thursday. 

Moving forward, the service’s Sea 
Dragon helicopters will be returning to 
Japanese skies again — but not until all 
precautions have been taken. 

“The U.S. Navy takes this situation 
very seriously and will only return these 
aircraft to flight ready status after ap¬ 
plying the new inspection procedures,” 
the service said in its statement. 

The Navy declined to say when all 
helicopters will be back to normal oper¬ 
ations because the service “does not dis¬ 
cuss future operations due to security.” 

Stars and Stripes correspondent Hana 
Kusumoto contributed to this report. 
doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


Air Force IDs 
Calif, guardsman 
killed in Ukraine 

By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

The California guardsman killed Tuesday in a 
fighter jet crash in Ukraine has been identified as 
Lt. Col. Seth “Jethro” Nehring. 

Nehring’s unit, the 144th Fighter Wing in Fresno, 
released his name late Wednesday night in a state¬ 
ment posted on the unit’s Facebook page. 

“It’s with a heavy heart we share the news that we 
lost a member of our team yesterday,” the statement 
said. “A loss of any kind is always difficult and our 
thoughts and prayers go out to Jethro’s family and 
friends.” 

Nehring was serving as operations officer in the 
Joint Operations Center. In that job, he was the li¬ 
aison between the exercise director, California Air 
National Guard Commander Mqj. Gen. Clay Garri¬ 
son, and all flying operations, the unit said. 

The Air Force said Nehring was 
handpicked for the position due to 
his operational experience and his 
long history with his unit. 

Nehring and a Ukrainian pilot 
were killed Tuesday while flying 
in Clear Sky 2018, the largest avi¬ 
ation exercise held in Ukraine in 
decades. Ukraine’s air force iden¬ 
tified the Ukrainian pilot who died 
as Col. Ivan Petrenko. 

Petrenko was the aviation com¬ 
mander of the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces’ Vostok Air Command, according to Ukrai¬ 
nian news reports. 

Nehring was taking part in a single-aircraft famil¬ 
iarization flight with Petrenko in a Ukrainian Su- 
27UB fighter jet. The jet reportedly crashed about 5 
p.m. local time Tuesday in the Khmelnytskyi region 
in western Ukraine. No other aircraft were involved 
in the incident, U.S. Air Forces in Europe-Air Forc¬ 
es Africa said. 

The cause of the crash is under investigation. 

The Sukhoi Su-27 — NATO reporting name Flank¬ 
er — is a long-range, twin-engine, air-superiority 
fighter. It was intended as a direct competitor against 
large. Western fighters such as the F-15 Eagle, with 
heavy ordnance, sophisticated avionics and high 
maneuverability. It has been widely exported over 
the years. Ukraine currently has about 18 Su-27s in 
service, according to the FhghtGlobal aviation news 
website. 

Nehring was assigned to the 194th Fighter Squad¬ 
ron, part of the 144th Fighter Wing. He was with the 
wing for more than 20 years, the unit’s statement 
said. Nehring began his career as an enlisted crew 
chief before being selected for a pilot slot. He flew 
the F-16 Viper for more than 15 years and converted 
to the F-15 Eagle. 

Nehring was born and raised in Fresno, the Fres¬ 
no Bee reported. 

svan.jennifer@stripes 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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EUROPE _ 

Army takes possession of paratrooper's body 



Courtesy of Facebook 


The U.S. Army claimed jurisdiction over the body of Sgt. Kevin Deon 
Connor, which stopped Italian authorities from proceeding with an 
autopsy and investigation into the paratrooper’s death. 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — The U.S. 
Army took possession of the body 
of a 173rd Airborne Brigade sol¬ 
dier last week, two days after pre¬ 
venting Italian authorities from 
proceeding with an autopsy they 
had planned as part of an inves¬ 
tigation into the paratrooper’s 
death. 

The removal of Sgt. Kevin 
Deon Connor’s body from San 
Bortolo Hospital came after the 
Army claimed jurisdiction, ac¬ 
cording to the lawyer assigned to 
defend four paratroopers whom 
Italian prosecutors were investi¬ 
gating for negligence connected 
to Connor’s death. 

Connor’s transfer capped three 
days of tense discussions involv¬ 
ing military, prosecutorial and 
diplomatic officials over whether 
Italy or the Army had jurisdiction 
in the case. 

“Everybody was very excited,” 
said the lawyer, Stefano Grolla. “I 
realized right away that it could 
be a disaster.” 

The decision also put an end 
to the Italian investigation into 
Connor’s death, possibly from al¬ 
cohol poisoning or asphyxia, and 
its query into whether the four 
paratroopers should have done 
more to save him. 

Whether there has been a final 
agreement between the Italian 
Justice Ministry and the Army 
on jurisdiction was unclear. But 
without a postmortem exam, 
there was no evidence with which 
to proceed, Grolla said. 

The Army declined to answer 
questions about the case, but 
173rd Airborne Brigade spokes¬ 
man Maj. Chris Bradley said the 


By Martin E gnash 
AND Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

HOHENFELS, Germany — 
The Joint Multinational Readi¬ 
ness Center in Hohenfels will be 
expanding soon, adding about 
$50 million worth of new hous¬ 
ing for incoming troops and other 
infrastructure. 

The spending will include 
about $18 million for two base 
barracks, as well as facilities for 
training and administration at 
the Army’s primary maneuver 
center in Europe. 

“We are seeing growth in Ho¬ 
henfels,” Army spokesman Na¬ 
than Van Schaik said. “The 1st 
Battalion, 4th Infantry Regiment 
and Joint Multinational Readi¬ 
ness Center are gaining new 
soldiers and family members. 
Occupancy rates at Hohenfels’ 
government-owned, leased hous¬ 
ing and in the barracks are nearly 
maxed out.” 

Consequently, there is a hous¬ 
ing shortage and the Army is 
looking to add as many as 90 ad¬ 
ditional homes. Van Schaik said. 

The Army also plans to utilize 
more private rentals in towns 


Army’s criminal investigation 
department had “taken over the 
investigation.” “CID does have 
the lead on the investigation,” he 
said. 

Bradley declined to say where 
the Army sent Connor’s body. He 
referred questions about an au¬ 
topsy to the Armed Forces Medi¬ 
cal Examiner System at Dover 
Air Force Base, Del., where most 
military personnel remains are 
sent. 

Connor, 24, was declared dead 
at the local hospital, where he’d 
been taken from the barracks by 
ambulance, after 45 minutes of 
attempts to resuscitate him failed 
early Oct. 1, Grolla said. 

Reports were relayed by medi¬ 
cal staff to the Vicenza prosecu¬ 
tor that Connor and four fellow 
paratroopers had been drinking, 
that Connor had become incapac¬ 
itated and that his colleagues laid 
him on his side in the bathroom, 
Grolla said. 

Soldiers stepped away from 
the bathroom for a few minutes, 
then found him unresponsive and 
called emergency crews, accord¬ 
ing to the reports Grolla cited. 

The prosecutor opened an in¬ 
vestigation, including into wheth¬ 
er the four paratroopers might 
be prosecuted for manslaughter, 
possibly for failing to call for help 
sooner. 

“The prosecutor was very de¬ 
termined,” Grolla said. “She said 
it’s on Italian soil and I’m going to 
do my duty.” 

Army officials were equally 
determined to get control of the 
case, he said. They learned about 
the investigation, Grolla said, 
when he phoned Caserma Ederle 
officials on Oct. 2, the same day 
he was assigned to represent the 


near the base, he said. 

The construction on base will 
include the Army Corps of Engi¬ 
neers and local crews. 

The German state building bu¬ 
reau in Regensburg is currently 
working on four large construc¬ 
tion projects at the Hohenfels 


four paratroopers. 

“Don’t touch the body. Block 
everything,” Army officials told 
him. “I said, T can’t. I’m only a 
lawyer.’” 

Grolla said he instead acted as 
an intermediary between Army 
officials and Italian authorities. 
On Oct. 3, on the afternoon the 
day before the scheduled autop¬ 
sy, the Army asserted jurisdic¬ 
tion. The autopsy was called off 
and Connor’s body was retrieved 
from the hospital morgue. 


training site, bureau official Wer¬ 
ner Rother said. 

Rother said the renovation 
work being done on Building 857 
— a kitchen and a canteen — is 
supposed to be finished in June 
2019. 

At this time, he said, the soldiers 


Among questions the Army de¬ 
clined to answer was where they 
sent Connor’s body or whether a 
U.S. autopsy was planned. 

Italian law includes a duty to 
rescue, and people must notify 
authorities if they see an incapac¬ 
itated person. The law allows for 
steep fines and up to two years in 
jail if an imperiled person dies. 

The NATO Status of Forces 
Agreement allocates criminal ju¬ 
risdiction between the U.S. mili¬ 
tary and “receiving states” where 


have limited dining options, in¬ 
cluding two improvised canteens 
and a few fast-food restaurants. 

“It is important that we finish 
the work at this building as soon 
as possible,” Rother said. 

Other renovation projects in¬ 
clude a headquarters building for 
the JMRC joint chiefs of staff and 
multiple barracks. 

“We just started with the con¬ 
struction work last Monday,” 
Rother said of the barracks, 
which are scheduled to be fin¬ 
ished in 2020. 

Rother, who has worked on 
previous Army building proj¬ 
ects, said a problem his bureau 
runs into is that the Army often 
rethinks its decisions, making it 
necessary to revise and update 
the plans frequently. 

“Do not get me wrong, this is 
normal for construction projects, 
but changes can delay the work,” 
Rother said. “Even now, where we 
are in the final phase (of Building 
857), new ideas were brought to 
us.” 

kloeckner.marcus(I)stripes.com 
egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 


U.S. troops are stationed depen¬ 
dent on several variables. 

But in general, the U.S. mili¬ 
tary has the primary right to ex¬ 
ercise jurisdiction over offenses 
that occur on base and involve 
U.S. troops, civilians and family 
members. 

It also has jurisdiction over of¬ 
fenses anywhere “arising out of 
any act or omission done in the 
performance of official duty” and 
for military-only offenses. 

The host nation maintains 
jurisdiction with respect to all 
other offenses, including offenses 
unique to that state. 

But the U.S. routinely asks that 
foreign governments cede juris¬ 
diction. The answer can depend 
on prosecutorial preference and 
national politics. 

What killed Connor three days 
before his 25th birthday remains 
unclear. 

Connor’s father, also named 
Kevin, a retired sergeant mqjor 
who served 26 years in the Army, 
said in a phone interview that ca¬ 
sualty assistance officers had told 
the family only that Connor had 
died from asphyxia or that he had 
“choked to death.” 

His father said he had no de¬ 
sire to see soldiers who might 
have been drinking with his son 
punished. 

“I understand how these things 
happen,” he said. 
montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
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Hohenfels project set to ease soldier housing crunch 



Martin EcNASH/Stars and Stripes 


Construction is set to begin soon on new infrastructure at the Joint 
Multinational Readiness Center in Hohenfels, Germany. 
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Menelik CoLLiNs/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


A Super Stallion crewmember walks along the runway during 
Exercise Trident Juncture 18. About 50,000 NATO troops are taking 
part in this year’s exercise, the alliance’s largest since 2002. 


Arctic: US Marines establish 
bridgehead during 50,000-troop 
NATO exercise in cold climate 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

About 50,000 NATO troops are 
taking part in this year’s Trident 
Juncture, the alliance’s largest 
exercise since 2002. 

“Trident Juncture is all about 
showcasing NATO as a defensive 
alliance, demonstrating our cred¬ 
ible capability and deterring po¬ 
tential adversaries,” said Marine 
spokesman Mgj. Adrian Rankine- 


Galloway. “Ultimately, we want 
to demonstrate the Navy-Marine 
team’s ability to respond faster 
from longer ranges with greater 
capabilities across the range of 
military operations than other 
conventional forces.” 

During the air assault portion 
Wednesday, Marines loaded into 
CH-53E Super Stallion helicop¬ 
ters and MV-22 tilt-rotor aircraft 



Devin J. ANDHEWs/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


U.S. Marines secure a landing strip after exiting a Marine Corps CH-53E Super Stailion during Exercise 
Trident Juncture 18 air assauit training at Keflavik Air Base, Iceland, on Wednesday. 


aboard ships, landed near the 
coast of the island and secured 
the area by setting up a bridge¬ 
head for further operations. The 
Marines are then heading inland, 
to conduct cold weather training 
among Iceland’s jet-blue glaciers. 

As Iceland has no standing 
armed forces of its own, the 


Americans are being aided by 
Iceland’s police and coast guard. 

“[Iceland’s] landscape pro¬ 
vides us with distinctive training 
opportunities, and we are appre¬ 
ciative to the government of Ice¬ 
land for allowing us to conduct 
this portion of Trident Juncture 
in their country.” Rankine-Gal- 


loway said. 

The Navy and Marines plan to 
continue amphibious operations 
in conjunction with Exercise Tri¬ 
dent Juncture later this month in 
Norway, where a mock amphibi¬ 
ous assault is planned. 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 



Operation: Rewards On the Go 

Get a Navy Federal GO REWARDS® credit card and earn: 


Redeem points for cash, travel, gift cards and merchandise. 
Plus, all Navy Federal credit cardholders enjoy: 


24/7 access to stateside member reps 
digital banking anytime, anywhere^ 
fraud monitoring and alerts^ 


Credit Union 


To learn more, visit navyfederal.org. 


InSUrGCl by NCUA. 'go rewards credit cards earn I points for every $1 of net purchases made at restaurants, 2 points for every $1 of net purchases made for gas, and 1 point for every $1 of other net purchases. A GO REWARDS restaurant or gas purchase may only earn 1 point per dollar spent, depending on the merchant code used to process the transaction. Restaurants located 
within another estabiishment (c.g., hotel, casino, comtnissatv. grocery store, event venue) may be ineligible, in which case you will receive 1 point per iJollar spent at these locations. In addition, superstores, supermarkets and warehouse clubs that sell gasoline are not considered gas stations, so you will earn 1 point per dollar spent at these locations. Rewards are only earned on eligible 
net purchases. "Net purchases" means the sum of your eligible purchase transactions minus returns and refunds. Eligible purchase transactions do not include, and rewards are not earned for, the following transactions: cash advances, convenience checks, balance transfers, or fees of any kind, including finance charges, late fees, returned check fees, and ATM cash advance fees. Cash 
equivalent transactions, such as the purchase, loading, or re-loading of gift and prepaid cards (e.g., money orders, Visa* Buxx Cards, 60 Prepaid Cards and other cash equivalent gift cards), may not be eligible purchase transactions and may not earn rewards. For more information, view the 60 REUtARDS Program Description Guide at navyfederal.otg. 'Message and data rates may apply. 
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No easy solution in Russia-Japan island dispute 



Above: Kimio 
Waki points 
toward the island 
where he grew 
up from a lookout 
on Hokkaido’s 
Shiretoko 
Peninsula on 
Wednesday. 

Left: Japanese 
fishing boats 
depart Shiretoko 
Peninsula on 
Hokkaido toward 
Kunashiri Island. 

Photos by 
Seth Robson 
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By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

NEMURO, Japan — In late November 
1941, a Japanese fleet that included six air¬ 
craft carriers launched from what was one 
of Japan’s northernmost points — Etorofu 
Island’s Hitokappu Bay — to attack Pearl 
Harbor. 

More than three quarters of a century 
later, the bay is still home to military forces 

— troops from Russia, which took posses¬ 
sion of Etorofu and three other islands north 
of Hokkaido at the end of World War II. 

The Russian presence and the expulsion 
of more than 17,000 Japanese from Etoro¬ 
fu, Kunashiri, Shikotan and the Habomai 
islands — which Japan calls its Northern 
Territories and Russia calls the Southern 
Kurils — remains a source of tension and 
the reason the nations have yet to sign a 
peace treaty 73 years after the war. 

Most Japanese have never seen the is¬ 
lands, the closest of which is only about 4 
miles from Hokkaido’s northeast coast. 
However, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has 
made them a priority, meeting regularly 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and offering economic incentives at a time 
when his American ally has sanctioned 
Russia over aggression in Europe. 

The mountains of Kunashiri, almost 
6,000 feet tall, loom over Hokkaido’s Shire¬ 
toko Peninsula. It’s a rugged area teeming 
with wildlife, including bears, hundreds of 
bird species, whales and gamefish. 

From a lookout above the town of Rausu, 
the island looks close enough to swim to 

— just 15 miles away. Visitors can walk 
past a photograph of Abe and Putin shak¬ 
ing hands and spy Kunashiri through 
binoculars. 

Kimio Waki, 77, who was bom on Ku¬ 
nashiri but expelled to Hokkaido with his 
family at age 7, came to the lookout on Oct. 
10 to talk to reporters about his former 
home. 

Waki has fond memories of his days on 
Kunashiri, although he said it was a shock 
when Soviet soldiers arrived to search his 
family home. 

“I’d never seen people other than Japa¬ 
nese,” he said. “We had no information on 
the island, so we didn’t know the war start¬ 
ed and ended.” 

Waki recalled fishing in local streams, 
riding a horse to school to avoid bears and 
playing with Russian kids who arrived 
with the occupiers. 

“We felt like we were living in a peaceful 
time,” he said. 

After his family was sent to Hokkaido 
they settled in Rausu, where they could 
work as fishermen and see their former 
home, he said. 

Waki has returned to Kunashiri several 
times in recent years under a program that 
allows visa-free visits by former residents. 
He said the area has changed. 

“These islands are becoming more Rus¬ 
sian and there are many new structures,” 
he said. 

It’s not certain that expelled islanders 
would go back, even if Russia returned 
what was taken, Waki said. 

“Their average age is 83, and it’s more 
comfortable for them with better infra¬ 
structure on Hokkaido,” he said. “But I 
would like to visit the islands freely. I would 
like to visit my ancestors’ cemetery.” 

The former islanders want the territory 
restored to Japan, Waki added. 

“Our demand is that all the islands 
should be returned together,” he said, re¬ 
jecting the suggestion that Russia might 
give back only the two smallest islands — 
Shikotan and Habomai — which the Soviet 
Union agreed to return when it restored 
diplomatic relations with Japan in 1956 but 


have remained in Russian control due to 
the dispute over the other islands. 

Local issues 

Rausu mayor Minoru Minatoya said the 
Russian presence to the north causes many 
issues for locals. 

Fishermen who cross a line dividing the 
strait between Hokkaido and Kunashiri 
are detained and their boats impounded. 
There have even been shooting incidents 
on the border, he said. White Japan Coast 
Guard ships are a common sight offshore 
or in local ports along Hokkaido’s north¬ 
east coast. 

The divided control over the waters off¬ 
shore makes it difficult for authorities to 
manage fisheries since they don’t know 
how much Russian vessels catch on their 
side of the strait. In recent years, the local 
fishery has declined dramatically, although 
it’s hard to say if that’s due to overfishing, 
Minatoya said. 

The territorial dispute also affects ce¬ 
tacean researchers who come to the area 
to observe large pods of killer whales but 
can’t follow them into Russian waters, he 
added. 

Each year, 160,000 visitors come to see 
Japan’s northern territories from Hokkai¬ 
do, Minatoya said. 

“It should be mandatory for Japanese 
lawmakers to come here and see the is¬ 
lands,” he said, noting that Japan’s other 
territorial disputes with China and South 
Korea concern remote islands that people 
can’t easily visit. 

The only resource that the Japanese can 
harvest from the islands to the north is 
kelp, which was negotiated with the Sovi¬ 
ets, he said. 

Russians don’t eat kelp. The only time 


they took it from the area was when they 
needed iodine to treat people affected by 
the Chernobyl nuclear accident in 1986, he 
said. 

Street signs in Hokkaido’s largest fish¬ 
ing town, Nemuro, are in Japanese, Eng¬ 
lish and Cyrillic script — a courtesy to 
visitors from the north who have been 
coming there on ships since the last days 
of the Soviet Union brought new freedoms 
to Russians. 

The areas that Russia had agreed to 
return comprise just 7 percent of the dis¬ 
puted land but 38 percent of the disputed 
sea territory, Nemuro mayor Masatoshi 
Ishigaki said. 

His town, established in 1869, is like a 
mother city for the northern territories 
and home to many of their expelled resi¬ 
dents, he said. 

One of them, Hirotoshi Kawata, 84, fled 
Habomai with his family at age 11 after 
the Russians arrived. He recalled Soviet 
troops barging into his home and asking 
for sake and looking for Americans. 

“We left everything behind, including 
our fishing boats, so we had to start from 
scratch,” he said. “We slept in barns and it 
took us 10 years to get a house.” 

Another former islander living in Nemu¬ 
ro, Yoi Hasegawa, 87, left Etorofu at age 14. 
She recalled a kind of paradise where food 
was plentiful and “nobody got sick.” She’s 
been back but doesn’t like the controlled 
visits and limits on where she can roam. 
At nearby Cape Nosappu, the shoreline is 
cluttered with monuments related to the 
islands, including the Habomais, slightly 
more than 4 miles offshore. 

There’s a massive but weather-beaten 
white lookout tower — impressive steel 
arch, stone and wood markers bearing 
Japanese inscriptions extolling the return 


of the lost territory. 

Gift shops sell kelp harvested from the 
Habomais, Russian nesting dolls and local 
seafood. There’s a visitor center with old 
photos and maps of the islands and a trib¬ 
ute to the former mayor of Nemuro, who in 
December 1945 petitioned Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur at his Tokyo headquarters ask¬ 
ing that measures “be taken for the resi¬ 
dents to live peacefully on these islands.” 

However, the Russians, who had consid¬ 
ered pushing as far as Hokkaido at the end 
of the war, remained in control. 

Military factor 

The presence of US. Forces in northern 
Japan, including Navy EA-18 Growlers 
capable of jamming enemy radar and Air 
Force F-16 Fighting Falcons from nearby 
Misawa Air Base capable of destroying 
radar and missile launchers, may be fac¬ 
tors in the negotiations over the territory. 

In January, the Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force deployed its first F-35A Lightning 
II stealth jets to Misawa, which has also 
hosted US. Global Hawk unmanned sur¬ 
veillance drones in recent years. 

Last year, it was reported that Russia 
had deployed two types of antiship missiles 
to Etorofu and Kunashiri as a response to 
missile defense efforts in the Western Pa¬ 
cific, which include plans to install Aegis 
Ashore batteries in Japan. 

There have also been reports of Russian 
plans to boost ground forces on the islands, 
which already host machine-gun artillery 
units and helicopters. 

In March, a pair of Su-35s — Russia’s 
most advanced fighter jets — landed on 
Etorofu for the first time, prompting a Jap¬ 
anese protest. 

Last summer, Putin said demilitariza¬ 
tion of the islands should be considered in 
the context of reducing tension throughout 
the region, according to Kyodo News. 

He also expressed concern that the is¬ 
lands could be armed by the US. military 
if they were returned, according to Japan’s 
Asahi newspaper. 

“A US. missile defense system may be 
deployed,” Putin said, according to Asahi. 
“Russia cannot accept that.” 

The disputed islands form a strategic 
barrier around the Sea of Okhotsk, con¬ 
sidered a safe location for Russian mili¬ 
tary submarines to shelter from potential 
adversaries, according to James Brown, 
an international affairs expert at Temple 
University’s Japan campus. 

So, the prospect of returning islands that 
guard entry points to the sea to a nation 
that hosts US. forces likely doesn’t sound 
like a smart move to Russian military 
planners, he said. 

Locals say they don’t notice military ex¬ 
ercises or activity associated with the area 
but they’re aware of its strategic value. 

Russia seemed to be taking a diplomatic 
approach when it excluded the disputed 
territory from last month’s massive Vostok 
2018 military drills with China. But the 
Russians held live-fire training on the is¬ 
lands this month, prompting complaints 
from Japan, Brown said. 

The Japanese and Russians have agreed 
to engage in joint economic development of 
the area in five areas — aquaculture, agri¬ 
culture, tourism, green energy and waste 
management, he said. 

Japan hopes that will lead to a resolution 
of the territorial dispute, although Brown 
is skeptical that Russia would ever consid¬ 
er returning all the territory. 

At the Eastern Economic Forum in 
Vladivostok on Sept. 12, Putin appealed to 
Abe to sign a peace treaty without prereq¬ 
uisites, but the Japanese didn’t take up the 
offer due to the island dispute. 

robson.seth(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: (aSethRobsonl 
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Attack: Taliban claim responsibility for shooting 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The Taliban claimed responsi¬ 
bility for the attack and said the 
target was Gen. Scott Miller, who 
commands U.S. and NATO forces 
in Afghanistan, and Raziq. 

The loss of so many key Afghan 
security figures was a m^or blow 
to U.S. and Afghan efforts to sub¬ 
due the Taliban in the volatile 
south. 

Raziq, who was about 40, was 
among the best known and most 
effective police commanders in 
Afghanistan and had survived 
numerous assassination at¬ 
tempts — some of which left him 
wounded. _ 

He 

through the po¬ 
lice ranks after 
the U.S.-led in¬ 
vasion of 2001 
that ousted the 
Taliban, serv¬ 
ing for a time 
as commander 
of the protec¬ 
tion force along 
Kandahar prov¬ 
ince’s sensitive southern border 
with Pakistan. As provincial po¬ 
lice commander, he was credited 
widely with having curbed guer¬ 
rilla activity around Kandahar 
City, where the Taliban move¬ 
ment was born in the 1990s. 

Miller assumed command last 
month from Gen. John Nicholson 
and was still carrying out initial 
assessments of the security situa¬ 
tion in Afghanistan. 

NATO’s Resolute Support mis¬ 
sion confirmed that an incident 
had occurred at Kandahar Palace 
on the governor’s compound. 

“This was an Afghan-on- 
Afghan incident,” tweeted Col. 
David Butler, spokesman for U.S. 
Forces-Afghanistan. 

Of the wounded Americans, 
one was a servicemember and the 
other was a civilian. A wounded 
contractor, initially reported to 
be an American, is actually from 
a coalition country. They all were 



medically evacuated and were 
stable, according to an email 
from Resolute Support. 

“General Miller is uninjured,” 
Butler added. “We are being told 
the area is secure. The attacker is 
dead.” 

The Pentagon said the attack 
would not affect the US.’ resolve 
in Afghanistan. 

“If anything, it makes us 
more resolute,” said Lt. Col. 
Kone Faulkner, a Pentagon 
spokesman. 

Photos of the gunman have 
been posted on social media. 

Mohammad Yousaf Younasi, a 
provincial council member, told 
Stars and Stripes that the man in 
the photo belonged to the Afghan 
Border Police, who were provid¬ 
ing security to the governor. 

Younasi said he saw the assail¬ 
ant a day before the attack and he 
was acting suspiciously, avoiding 
eye contact. 

The death of police chief Raziq 
likely will shake the confidence 
of Afghanistan’s government and 
security forces as they prepare 
for one of their biggest operations 
in years: protecting more than 
5,000 polling stations across the 
country during Saturday’s parlia¬ 
mentary elections, according to 
Graeme Smith, a consultant with 
the International Crisis Group. 

“The incident will also make 
the military balance in southern 
Afghanistan considerably more 
fragile, as Gen. Raziq was often 
at the forefront of government 
efforts to slow the Taliban’s ad¬ 
vances,” Smith said. 

Resolute Support released 
the following quote from Miller: 
“Today I lost a great friend LTG 
Raziq. We had served together 
for many years. Afghanistan lost 
a patriot, my condolences to the 
people of Afghanistan. The good 
he did for Afghanistan and the Af¬ 
ghan people cannot be undone.” 

The Taliban have vowed to dis¬ 
rupt Saturday’s vote, which it re¬ 
gards as a tool to advance foreign 


Soldiers wounded near 
Bagram ID’d as Czechs 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Five 
NATO troops wounded in an at¬ 
tack near Bagram Air Field on 
Wednesday were from the Czech 
Republic, the country’s Defense 
Ministry said Thursday. 

The suicide bomb blast that in¬ 
jured the servicemembers also 
wounded four civilians, accord¬ 
ing to Afghan officials. Local 
media reported two civilians 
were killed. 

The attacker detonated a ve¬ 
hicle packed with explosives near 
an armored vehicle the interna¬ 
tional troops were riding in, ac¬ 
cording to the Czech statement. 

The vehicle overturned and 
one soldier was injured seriously, 
although his wounds are not life- 
threatening, the statement said. 

Taliban insurgents claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the attack. 


interests. 

In 2014, U.S. M^. Gen. Harold 
J. Greene was killed and about a 
dozen U.S. soldiers were wounded 
when an Afghan soldier opened 
fire inside a building in Kabul. 
Greene was the highest-ranking 
general killed in the Afghan War. 

J.P. Lawrence and Corey Dickstein 
contributed to this report. 
weiiman.philiip(I>stripes.com 



Miller, who 
commands 
U.S. and 
NATO forces 
in Afghanistan, 
attend a 



Three of the Czech soldiers 
were still receiving treatment on 
Thursday afternoon, NATO said. 

“Yet again, the Taliban are in¬ 
discriminately using explosives 
that injure and kill innocent civil¬ 
ians,” said Sgt. 1st Class Debra 
Richardson, a spokeswoman for 
the international coalition. 

Wednesday’s incident followed 
a similar attack in August in 
which a Taliban suicide bomber 
killed three Czech soldiers who 
were on patrol with Afghan forc¬ 
es near the Bagram base. 

An American servicemember 
and two Afghan soldiers also 
were wounded in the explosion. 

There are currently 281 Czech 
troops deployed to Afghanistan as 
part of the NATO mission, which 
is focused on training and advis¬ 
ing Afghan security forces. 
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Mattis meets with Chinese counterpart 


By Robert Burns 

Associated Press 

SINGAPORE — U.S. officials say they 
sense that relations with the Chinese 
military, after a rocky few months, may 
be stabilizing, although face-to-face talks 
between their respective defense chiefs 
Thursday produced no new agreements. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis met 
for nearly 90 minutes, 30 minutes lon¬ 
ger than scheduled, on the sidelines of an 
Asian security conference with his Chi¬ 
nese counterpart, Gen. Wei Fenghe. A par¬ 
ticipant, Randall Schriver, the Pentagon’s 
top official for Asia-Pacific affairs, said 
Mattis described the talks as “straightfor¬ 


ward and candid” and asserted that high- 
level talks are especially valuable during 
times of tension. 

Schriver said the discussions covered nu¬ 
merous issues but focused especially on the 
disputed South China Sea, where Chinese 
military activity is viewed by Washington 
as irresponsible and Beijing complains of 
an inappropriate U.S. military presence. 
Mattis asserted that the U.S. view is widely 
shared in the region and beyond. 

“That’s an area where we will continue 
to have differences and talk through,” 
Schriver told reporters after the meeting. 

Mattis and Wei discussed an existing U.S. 
invitation for Wei to visit the US., but details 
remain to be worked out, Schriver said. 


“There was a commitment on both sides 
to try to find a time” for such a meeting, 
he added. 

China did not immediately comment to 
U.S. media outlets at the conference after 
the meeting between Mattis and Wei. 

Just weeks ago, Mattis had planned to 
travel to Beijing for talks with Wei, but 
that fell through when the Chinese made it 
known that Wei would be unavailable, one 
of several signs that tension in the overall 
US.-China relationship was spilling over 
into the military arena. 

Wei and Mattis were in Singapore this 
week for an Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations conference. 

Schriver had told reporters on Wednes¬ 


day that the Chinese had requested the 
Singapore meeting with Mattis. He said 
U.S. officials took that as a sign the Chi¬ 
nese are interested in stabilizing the mili¬ 
tary relationship. 

Speaking to reporters traveling with him 
earlier this week, Mattis acknowledged 
that the relationship has been difficult in 
recent times. 

“We’re two large powers, or two Pacific 
powers, two economic powers. There’s 
going to be times we step on each other’s 
toes, so we’re going to have to find a way to 
productively manage our relationship,” he 
said. “And the military relationship is to be 
a stabilizing force in the relations between 
the two countries.” 



Air Force names its 
new hypersonic flight 
research vehicle ‘X-60A’ 

By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 


Okinawa Marines try healthier menu 



The Air Force has given its new 
hypersonic flight research vehi¬ 
cle the experimental designation 
of “X-60A,” according to a state¬ 
ment issued earlier this month. 

Under development by the At¬ 
lanta-based Generation Orbit 
Launch Services, the X-60A is 
aimed at helping the Air Force 
perfect such technologies as sc- 
ramjet propulsion, high-tempera¬ 
ture materials and autonomous 
control, the statement said. 

Capable of reaching speeds of 
up to Mach 8 — 6,138 mph — the 
vehicle will drop from a Gulf- 
stream III jet and launch using 
a single-stage Hadley rocket en¬ 
gine that burns liquid oxygen and 
kerosene propellants to climb to 
altitudes of up to 13,000 feet. 

Col. Colin Tucker, of the Air 
Force’s science, technology and 
engineering office, described the 
X-60A as “a flying wind tunnel” 
that will capture data to comple¬ 
ment ground testing. 

“We’ve long needed this type of 
test vehicle to better understand 
how materials and other tech¬ 
nologies behave while flying at 
more than five times the speed of 
sound,” he said in the statement. 
“It enables faster development 


of both our current hypersonic 
weapon rapid prototypes and 
evolving future systems.” 

The vehicle’s inaugural test 
flight is slated for late 2019, with 
a planned speed of Mach 6 — or 
4,603 mph — within the atmo¬ 
sphere, according Jane’s De¬ 
fense Weekly. Air Force officials 
would not confirm that informa¬ 
tion, citing operational security 
concerns. 

The service has spent less than 
$25 million since the inception 
of the X-60A program and its 
first two tests. Air Force spokes¬ 
man Bryan Ripple told Stars and 
Stripes in an emailed statement 
Wednesday. 

The X-60A completed a hot- 
fire engine test using a flightlike 
prototype in June 2018 and cap¬ 
tive carry flights using a to-scale, 
inert prototype in December 
2017, according to a fact sheet. 
A captive carry flight is one in 
which a prototype is attached to 
the launch platform for testing 
but is not released to free fall. 

The X-60A announcement was 
made just days after the Navy 
signed a $13 million contract for 
a submarine-launched hyper¬ 
sonic missile for Columbia-class 
vessels. 

bolinger.james@stripes.com 
Twitter: (I)bolingerj2004 


By Carlos M. Vazquez II 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
Marines on Okinawa have been 
trying out healthy chow hall op¬ 
tions like packaged salads, wraps 
and flatbread and panini sand¬ 
wiches ahead of a servicewide 
rollout slated for sometime next 
year. 

The new “Fresh Line” items 
— available at the 12th Marines 
Mess Hall at Camp Hansen since 
February — replace popular but 
fattening options like chili maca¬ 
roni and cheese that are high in 
sodium and calories, said Gun¬ 
nery Sgt. Maurice Clifford Toole, 
a food services subsistence chief 
for Marine Corps Installations 
Pacific. 

“Overall when you look at the 
new-age Marine, they do care 
more about a healthier lifestyle,” 
he said. “The newer Marine is 
more conscious about what they 
eat and what they put in their 
bodies.” 

Turkey bacon is served instead 
of pork, and brown rice is offered 
instead of white, which is lack¬ 
ing in nutrients. The menu also 
includes mango and fruit punch 
smoothies. 

“The Marine Corps actually 
hired a chef to create new menu 
items that were healthier but still 
had taste,” said mess hall man¬ 
ager Master Sgt. Jerwon Donta 
Stephens. “It’s easy to go healthy, 
but if it’s not tasty, no one is going 
to eat it.” 

The ongoing trial period has 
been tracking the new line’s popu¬ 
larity, along with how much man¬ 
power and money will be required 
to keep it up and running. So far, 
the reviews appear to be positive. 

“I prefer Fresh Line items in¬ 
stead of having any other pro¬ 
cessed foods,” Lance Cpl. Jacob 
Flores told Stars and Stripes 
while waiting for his food at the 
chow hall Friday. “I usually get 
wraps or chicken.” 

The new line is part of the 
service’s “Fuel to Fight” initia¬ 
tive, which aims to make it easy 
for Marines to identify healthier 
food choices, the service said 
in a statement earlier this year. 
“Foods are color coded as either 
red, yellow or green based upon 
the food’s total fat and saturated 


fat percentage of total calories.” 

Both Stephens and Toole said 
they hope the Fresh Line will en¬ 
courage healthier choices at bases 
where an abundance of fast-food 
options can often be tempting. 


“Our body is our temple,” Ste¬ 
phens said. “If our body is not 
functioning correctly, our body 
can’t get back to the mission.” 

vazquez.carlos@stripes.com 

Twitter: @StripesCarlos 
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Rarefied air 

Duo skydives in all 50 states in 
single trek to raise awareness 
for veterans nonprofit group 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 



FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii 
— Sandwiched between the blue 
of Hawaii’s sky and sea, a pair of 
skydivers completed their quest 
Tuesday to parachute in all 50 
states during a single cross-coun¬ 
try trek. 

Annette O’Neil, 37, and Joel 
Strickland, 38, parachuted over 
Dillingham Airfield on the North 
Shore of Oahu, completing their 
Down for 50 journey that began 
May 1 in Arizona. 

The jumps were intended to 
raise awareness of Operation En¬ 
during Warrior, a veteran-found¬ 
ed nonprofit organization with 
programs to aid wounded mili¬ 
tary and law enforcement veter¬ 
ans with physical and emotional 
rehabilitation. 

“With this stop in Hawaii, we 
will have done that,” O’Neil told 
Stars and Stripes shortly before 
the final jump out of Oahu Para¬ 
chute Center. 

So how does it feel to come to 
the end of a journey that has con¬ 
sumed almost a half-year? 

“Dude, you have no idea how 
stoked we are to be logging the 50 th 
jump for the books,” O’Neil said. 
“It has been a gnarly journey.” 

She ticked off a litany of hurdles 
they met along the way, including 
dodging a hurricane, a $7,000 
transmission repair job on the 
RV they used to wend through the 
bottom 48 states and a bad jump 
landing that hospitalized Strick¬ 
land for three weeks. 

In Missouri, state number 20 
in the sequence, Strickland took 
a very hard landing in a body 
of water that left him dazed and 
listless. 

Nevertheless, the pair drove to 
the next state. 

“I do the Iowa jump when we 
get there, Joel being unable to 


move from the couch,” O’Neil 
blogged of the experience. “By 
the next morning, he’s starting 
to smell like a corpse. I tell him 
we’re driving to a hospital. He’s 
too weak to argue.” 

A surgeon at the University of 
Wisconsin Medical Center told 
them Strickland had punctured 
his bowel with the impact on the 
water and was within hours of 
death. 

Once Strickland was out of sur¬ 
gery and out of danger, the two 
decided O’Neil would continue 
the journey as he recuperated in 
the hospital, after which he made 
the decision to rejoin the effort. 

His return went to the heart 
of why they were making the 
jumps. 

“We’re doing this for the ben¬ 
efit of guys who have suffered 
much more serious injuries,” she 
said of wounded veterans, some 
of whom must adjust to life with 
multiple limbs amputated. “It re¬ 
ally inspired him to come out of 
surgery and to give it a solid three 
weeks of recovery and then say, 
‘You know what? I’m back in it. 
I’m getting on the plane.’” 

O’Neil is the daughter of a 27- 
year Air Force veteran who went 
on to a second career with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
as associate chief of staff for am¬ 
bulatory care services at Quillen 
VA Medical Center in Tennessee. 

“I met a lot of people while my 
dad worked at the VA who really 
could have used a sport like sky¬ 
diving and, more importantly, a 
community like skydiving,” she 
said. 

While parachuting at Skydive 
Arizona in Eloy, between Phoe¬ 
nix and Tucson, she met a group 
of people involved with Operation 
Enduring Warrior, which operates 
a skydiving program for wounded 
veterans out of that location. 

The program offers “an unpar¬ 
alleled sense of freedom of flight 


and endless mental, physical, and 
emotional rehabilitative solutions 
in what can feel like a complete¬ 
ly new dimension in their lives, 
often becoming a lifelong hobby,” 
OEW explains on its website. 

“I got really stoked about that,” 


O’Neil said. “So, I came up with 
this idea to skydive in all 50 states 
and to be the first to do it all in 
one trip. 

“Even in a niche as small as 
skydiving, there are a lot of folks 
who didn’t know that Operation 


Enduring Warrior did skydiv¬ 
ing,” she said. “Even a lot of mili¬ 
tary and veteran skydivers didn’t 
know Operation Enduring War¬ 
rior exists.” 

A final batch of jumps at the end 
of September were a mad dash, 
with the pair making jumps in six 
states in a single week. The haste 
was driven by depleting funds, 
earlier delays caused by uncoop¬ 
erative weather and the looming 
expiration of the US. travel visa 
for Strickland, a citizen of Great 
Britain. 

“My ardent wish was to stay 
awhile at each dropzone; to get to 
know the people there, more than 
just an itty-bitty little bit,” O’Neil 
blogged recently. “To tell stories; 
to stand together, staring at camp¬ 
fires; to jump; to play; to eventu¬ 
ally snuggle good-byes like dear 
friends. In my head, we’d only 
ever be pulling up anchor after a 
few luxurious days at port. 

“The reality is that this trip 
looks like a quarterback running 
down the field, slapping a couple 
dozen lined-up high-fives.” 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


DOD, VA asked to help stop fake news targeting veterans, troops 


By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — One year ago, Viet¬ 
nam Veterans of America discovered 
a Facebook page was using its name to 
spread disinformation to nearly 200,000 
followers. Facebook disabled the site at 
VVA’s request, citing violations to intellec¬ 
tual property. 

The incident sparked an effort at VVA, 
a congressionally chartered veterans 
service organization, to find more social 
media pages that target veterans and ser- 
vicemembers with sensationalized news 
and hyper-partisan political content. 

Led by Kristofer Goldsmith, the group’s 
assistant director for policy, VVA analyzed 


hundreds of Facebook pages and Twitter 
profiles in the past year. VVA shared what 
it found with Facebook’s threat intelligence 
team, and the information led to 24 pages 
being disabled. 

The group believes that’s only a fraction 
of the problem. It’s now calling on the U.S. 
government to get involved with stopping 
the spread of disinformation aimed at vet¬ 
erans and servicemembers, calling it a na¬ 
tional security threat. 

“We have concluded that despite recent 
purges of hostile actors from, and reforms 
to, these online platforms — our com¬ 
munity remains a vulnerable target for 
exploitation and manipulation by foreign 
entities,” VVA President John Rowan said 
in a statement. 


A study from Oxford University in 2017 
found Russian operatives used Twitter 
and Facebook during the 2016 presiden¬ 
tial election to disseminate “junk news” to 
veterans and servicemembers, who were a 
target because of the trust the public plac¬ 
es in them. 

Congress has questioned Twitter and 
Facebook CEOs on Capitol Hill about elec¬ 
tion interference, and the companies said 
they’re launching mqjor efforts to guard 
against attempts by foreign actors to dis¬ 
rupt the upcoming midterm elections in 
November. 

Facebook vowed to make its pages more 
transparent. In June, it released a new 
“Info and Ads” tab. If a page has a large 
number of followers or bought political ads. 


it shows the country where administrators 
of the page are based. 

Despite the attempts to stop disinfor¬ 
mation, VVA thinks it’s a problem that 
shouldn’t be left up to the private sector 
to fix. The group asked the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and Department of De¬ 
fense get involved. 

“This is an issue of national security, and 
affects the well-being of American troops 
and veterans,” Rowan said. “That’s why 
we’re asking for the blame game to end, 
and for America’s government to step up 
and protect our population from being tar¬ 
geting by foreign elements who seek to do 
us harm.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentiing 
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Defense budget comments sow confusion 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump’s comments Wednesday on the next 
defense budget apparently caught some top 
White House officials off guard and trig¬ 
gered confusion about what to expect for 
the Pentagon’s spending plans in 2020. 

In comments at the tail end of a Cabinet 
meeting Wednesday, Trump directed a 
roundtable of his secretaries to cut 5 per¬ 
cent from their department budgets for the 
next fiscal year, which begins Oct. 1, 2019. 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, traveling in 
Asia, was not at the meeting. 

However, Trump didn’t elaborate wheth¬ 
er the Pentagon would be included in the 
“one-year nickel plan” to cut 5 percent or 
a different percentage from its budget. 
Instead, Trump said the defense budget 
would be $700 billion for fiscal year 2020, 
seemingly signaling a 2.2 percent cut when 
he compared that figure with $716 billion 
for national security spending in fiscal 
year 2019. 

“This caught administration officials by 
surprise,” said Mark Cancian, a senior ad¬ 
viser with the Washington think tank Cen¬ 
ter for Strategic and International Studies. 
“It could be read as a cut to the defense 
budget. Or it could be read as an affirma¬ 
tion of the existing plans.” 

In February, congressional lawmakers 
reached a two-year spending deal to lift 
budget caps to $700 billion for fiscal year 
2018 and $716 billion for 2019. In August, 
the 2019 National Defense Authorization 
Act, or NDAA, which provides direction 
for the $716 billion budget, was passed, fol¬ 
lowed by an appropriations measure last 
month. 

The NDAA includes national security 


budgets for several agencies, including the 
Defense Department and others such as 
the Department of Energy. 

“I read his comment to simply mean that 
he intends to keep defense spending at or 
above $700 billion a year, which is roughly 
the amount of spending that was approved 
by Congress in the last two NDAAs,” said 
Scott Anderson, a governance studies fel¬ 
low at the at the liberal-leaning Brookings 
Institution, another Washington think tank. 

When it comes to just the Defense Depart¬ 
ment’s budget and its war fund, known as 
its Overseas Contingency Operations fund, 
the Pentagon had already projected that its 
budget request would be $701 bilhon for 
fiscal year 2020. By comparison, the 2019 
fiscal year request included $686 billion for 
the defense base budget and war fund. 

“We know what the budget, the new bud¬ 
get is for the Defense Department; it will 
probably be $700 billion,” the president said 
Wednesday in the Cabinet meeting before 
White House news reporters. “I brought it 
up to $700 (billion) and then $716 (billion) 
was to build new ships. We’re building 
new incredible submarines, the finest in 
the world, the most powerful in the world, 
anywhere, ever. We are doing things that 
we have never done on this scale, so that 
included a lot of rebuilding of our military. 
So despite that. I’m going to keep that” at a 
$700 billion defense budget. 

On Thursday, White House and Penta¬ 
gon officials declined to elaborate specifi¬ 
cally on Trump’s comments. A Pentagon 
spokeswoman said it was premature to dis¬ 
cuss fiscal year 2020 budget issues, refer¬ 
ring comment to the White House. 

“The president has been clear that he is 
serious about cutting spending, and that 
was the message he reiterated to his Cabi¬ 
net yesterday,” a senior administration of¬ 


ficial said Thursday. 

For current Pentagon spending to stay 
on track with inflation next year, the Pen¬ 
tagon budget would have to be closer to 
$730 billion, Cancian said. If Trump was 
suggesting this figure should come down 
to $700 billion, that would be a 4 percent 
spending cut, he said. 

Such a dramatic slash in spending would 
threaten pay raises for servicemembers and 
include cuts to new programs and acquisi¬ 
tions, Cancian said. For example, spend¬ 
ing could decline for shipbuilding, aircraft 
acquisitions and other plans. Among some 
possible scenarios, a 2.4 percent pay raise 
could get reduced to 2.1 percent or less, or 
there could be reductions to modernization 
programs for long-range strike bombers 
and the Army could have to pull back on 
spending for its vehicles programs. 

“Two things get very hard ... first new 
initiatives would be almost stopped and 
existing programs would be cut back,” 
Cancian said. “It would really stifle new 
initiatives. I think it would stifle the ability 
to move new programs from development 
into production.” 

However, if Trump’s comments referred 
to the existing $701 billion projection for 
fiscal year 2020, that means the Pentagon 
will still be under pressure to find sav¬ 
ings, but not as dramatic as his comments 
Wednesday might have suggested. 

Either way, the comments have now 
muddied the waters when it comes to de¬ 
fense budget negotiations for 2020^ Can¬ 
cian said. 

“The president’s statement disrupts 
what had been thought to be a stable and 
predictable process,” he said. 

Trump has been under rising pressure 
to address increased spending under his 
administration. 


This week, the Treasury Department re¬ 
vealed the U.S. deficit, which is the short¬ 
fall between federal revenue and spending, 
reached $779 billion in fiscal year 2018, a 
17 percent increase from a year earlier. 
The deficit figure marks a six-year high. 

Trump conceded tough decisions were 
made to increase defense spending in re¬ 
cent years. 

“We had to fix our military. Our military 
is in the process of being fixed,” Trump 
said. “I made deals with the devil in order 
to get that done because we had to improve 
our military. Our military was depleted. It 
was in bad shape.” 

However, there are still plenty of ob¬ 
stacles to overcome before lawmakers can 
reach a spending plan deal on the next de¬ 
fense budget. 

When lawmakers return for a new con¬ 
gressional session in January, they will 
first need to address spending caps that 
are slated to return in 2020 under the Bud¬ 
get Control Act. 

The Budget Control Act of 2011 installed 
spending limits for defense and nonde¬ 
fense spending until 2021. Though law¬ 
makers lifted those spending caps for 2018 
and 2019, those limits return for the 2020 
fiscal year. 

The spending cap is slated to decrease 
the defense budget to $576 billion for the 
2020 fiscal year if no action is taken. And 
if no deal is reached and budget caps are 
exceeded in the new fiscal year, it raises 
the threat of sequestration — automatic, 
across-the-board budget cuts. 

That “stands to shape the debate over 
Pentagon spending next year,” said Molly 
Reynolds, a governance studies fellow at 
the Brookings Institution. 

grisales.claudia(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Migrant: Unclear if military could legally be used to shut down border 



FROM FRONT PAGE 

“In addition to stopping all payments to 
these countries, which seem to have almost 
no control over their population, I must, in 
the strongest of terms, ask Mexico to stop 
this onslaught — and if unable to do so I 
will call up the U.S. Military and CLOSE 
OUR SOUTHERN BORDER!” Trump 
wrote in one of the Thursday tweets. 

Pentagon officials, who apparently were 
caught off guard by Trump’s announce¬ 
ment, did not provide an immediate re¬ 
sponse to the president’s latest warning 
of stationing U.S. troops on the southern 
border. 

It also was not clear Thursday if the mili¬ 
tary could legally be used to shut down the 
US.-Mexico border. Federal law prohibits 
American servicemembers from perform¬ 
ing civilian law enforcement duties on U.S. 
soil outside of military installations. 

There are already about 2,000 National 
Guard troops stationed along the U.S. bor¬ 
der with Mexico, where they have been 
deployed since Trump ordered them there 
in April in response to another group of 
migrants that attempted to seek refugee 
status in the United States. Air Force Gen. 
Joseph Lengyel, the chief of the National 
Guard Bureau, told reporters last week 
that those soldiers were working in all four 
states that share a border with Mexico to 
assist U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
agents. 

The Pentagon has authorized up to 4,000 
National Guard troops to support the bor¬ 
der mission. 

But the troops serving there have very 


limited duties and cannot detain or arrest 
suspected undocumented immigrants nor 
can most of them carry weapons. 

While some troops are helping with 
surveillance, most of them are work¬ 
ing to maintain Border Patrol vehicles or 
performing administrative tasks to free 
up Border Patrol agents to perform law 


enforcement work, a defense official said 
Thursday. 

Trump has long touted a need for in¬ 
creased border security, warning that 
criminals and drugs were regularly pour¬ 
ing across the southern border. He made 
the building of a border wall to curb illegal 
immigration a central theme of his presi¬ 


dential campaign. As president, he has 
continued to push Congress for funding for 
its construction and implemented a “zero 
tolerance” immigration policy. 

Trump’s tweets Thursday came one day 
after The Washington Post reported re¬ 
cord numbers of migrant parents attempt¬ 
ing to enter the United States with their 
children during the last three months after 
the Trump administration ended a contro¬ 
versial policy of separating families at the 
border. 

Border Patrol agents arrested 16,658 
family members last month, according to 
the newspaper. It was the highest arrest 
total for a single month ever recorded, and 
an 80 percent increase in arrest statistics 
over July, the Post reported, citing previ¬ 
ously unpublished Homeland Security De¬ 
partment statistics. 

Earlier this year, the Trump administra¬ 
tion identified four U.S. military bases in 
Texas and Arkansas as locations to tempo¬ 
rarily house detained migrants, including 
up to 20,000 children. However, no mi¬ 
grants have been moved to any U.S. mili¬ 
tary facilities in 2018, said Lt. Col. Jamie 
Davis, a Pentagon spokesman. 

Neither the Department of Homeland 
Security nor the Department of Health and 
Human Services has “formally requested 
the use of military facilities” to house mi¬ 
grants, Davis said Thursday. 

“We are still in a position to support our 
federal partners if asked,” he said. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Mexico Beach residents return to rubble 


By Jay Reeves 
Associated Press 

MEXICO BEACH, Fla. — With 
stunned faces and tears, residents of 
hard-hit Mexico Beach returned home 
for the first time Wednesday about a 
week after Hurricane Michael hit to find 
pieces of their lives scattered across the 
sand and a community altered. 

Nancy Register sobbed uncontrollably 
after finding no trace of the large camper 
where she’d lived with her husband. She 
was particularly distraught over the loss 
of an old, black-and-white photo of her 
mother, who died of cancer. 

Husband Taylor Register said he 
found nothing but a stool that he uses for 
cutting his hair, a hose and a keepsake 
rock that was given to him by a friend 40 
years ago. 

“That’s my belongings,” he said, point¬ 
ing to a small pile beside his red pickup. 
Choking up, he said: “I appreciate God 
humbling me. Everybody needs it.” 

Just up the road, tears ran down Lanie 
Eden’s face as she and husband Ron 
Eden sifted through sand in search of 
items they left before evacuating from 
the small beach house they’ve rented 
each October for years. They didn’t find 
much — just a large pack of toilet paper 
that somehow stayed dry and a son’s 
camp chair. 

The Edens, who are from Fort Knox, 
Ky, and are temporarily staying in Ala¬ 
bama, were stunned to see mountains of 
debris and countless destroyed buildings 
as they drove into town for the first time. 
In a state of condominium towers, Mexico 
Beach was one of the few remaining plac¬ 
es with small houses and a 1950s feel. 

“Basically, we lost ‘old Florida.’ It’s all 
gone,” said Lanie Eden. 

Residents among the community of 
about 1,200 people who rode out the storm 
at home have been in Mexico Beach since 
Michael hit. But officials used the city’s 
Facebook page to tell others to stay away 
for a week after the Category 4 storm 
ravaged the beach town with 155 mph 
winds and a strong storm surge. 

State emergency management offi¬ 
cials said some 124,500 customers across 
the Panhandle were still without power 
Wednesday morning and 1,157 remained 
in shelters. 

In Bay County, home to Mexico Beach 
and Panama City, more than half of the 
households and businesses remained 
without electricity. Inland, in Calhoun 
County, 98 percent of the customers 
didn’t have power Wednesday morning, 
according to the emergency manage¬ 
ment website. In Jackson County, which 
borders Alabama and Georgia, about 83 
percent were without power. 



Gerald Herbert/AP 


Ronnie Poole walks through debris as he checks on a friend’s home in Mexico Beach, Fla., on Wednesday. 

Baby born after Michael starts life in parking lot 


By David Goldman and Jay Reeves 
Associated Press 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. — Their home full 
of soggy furniture and mosquitoes, Wilmer 
Capps was desperate to find shelter for his 
wife and their son, Luke, born just three 
days after Hurricane Michael ravaged the 
Florida Panhandle. 

So Capps; his wife, Lorrainda Smith; 
and little Luke settled in for the longest of 
nights in the best spot they could find — the 
parking lot of a Waimart store shut down by 
the storm. 

On a starry night, mother sat in the bed of 
the family’s pickup truck; her child sat in a 
car seat beside her. Dad sat in the dark and 
pondered how it could be that his son’s first 
night out of a hospital could be spent outside 
a big-box retailer because of a lack of help. 

“It really upset me, man, because I’ve 
always been the type of person who would 
help anyone,” Capps said in an interview 
with The Associated Press, which found 
the family outside the store Monday night. 
An AP photographer accompanied them on 
a journey from the lot to a hospital and met 
them again at a hotel where donors later 
provided them a room. 

Luke is healthy and so is Smith, his mom. 
But she said her newborn deserves better 
than the stormy life he’s had so far. 

“We had everything. Full-time job, a 
place to live. One day we had it all, the next 
we had nothing,” said Smith. “This is not 



David Gdldman/AP 


Lorrainda Smith feeds her 2-day-old son, 
Luke, in the back of her pickup in Panama 
City, Fla., on Monday. 

what I thought I’d be bringing him back 
to.” 

The story of Luke’s birth is just one amid 
the chaos that life has become in areas 
of the Florida Panhandle hit hardest by 
Michael. 

With the hurricane bearing down on 
their native home of Panama City, Capps 
and Smith sent their three other children 
to stay with relatives. Doctors had planned 
to induce labor on Oct. 11, the day after 
Michael made landfall between here and 
Mexico Beach, wiping out a wide expanse 


of buildings and timber. 

Smith went to the hospital as planned 
that day, courtesy of a ride in a police car 
along streets crisscrossed with downed 
trees and power lines. Smith said workers 
at Gulf Coast Regional Medical Center told 
her they couldn’t deliver a baby that day, so 
she walked several miles home after being 
unable to find a ride back. 

Anya Mayr, a Gulf Coast Regional 
spokeswoman, said the hospital has oper¬ 
ated only as an emergency room and hasn’t 
admitted patients since Michael. About 560 
people have been treated for injuries rang¬ 
ing from storm wounds to heart attacks and 
chain saw cuts, she said, and more than 170 
have been transferred to other hospitals by 
ambulances and helicopters. 

Labor pains started the next day, so 
Capps drove Smith to a hospital about 80 
miles to the north in Dothan, Ala., which 
was flooded with coastal refugees from Mi¬ 
chael. She gave birth at 1 a.m. last Saturday, 
three days after Michael’s landfall. 

Discharged from the hospital and un¬ 
able to find a hotel room nearby, the couple 
drove back to Florida, where conditions had 
improved only slightly since Michael. 

Still unable to stay at their storm-dam- 
aged home amid oppressive heat and bugs, 
Capps settled on the Waimart parking lot 
because they were low on gas and were 
fearful of driving at night with a curfew in 
place. 


More rain in forecast amid flooding in Central Texas 


Associated Press 

LLANO, Texas — A continued 
threat of flooding is forecast in 
parts of Central Texas as more 
rain is expected in the area and 
dams along the swollen Colorado 
River release water downstream, 
officials said Wednesday. 

National Weather Service fore¬ 
caster Jason Runyen said the 
already saturated area was ex¬ 
pected to get an additional 1 to 2 
inches of rain Thursday and Fri¬ 
day, with some isolated areas get¬ 


ting as much as 4 inches of rain. 

“It’s not going to take hardly 
anything to cause additional is¬ 
sues with flash flooding and river 
flooding,” Runyen said. 

The bodies of two people were 
found this week as the area was 
inundated with rains. As rivers 
overflowed, a bridge was de¬ 
stroyed, people were forced to 
evacuate their homes and others 
had to be rescued. 

Llano County Emergency Man¬ 
agement Coordinator Ron Ander¬ 


son said Wednesday that while 
the Llano River had gone down 
after cresting on Tuesday, he cau¬ 
tioned that there was still a threat 
of more rain and other hazards 
were present after the floods. 

“There are roadways that are 
impassable; some have been 
washed out,” Anderson said. 

“There is debris. Homes that 
have been evacuated are going 
to have to be evaluated before 
we can say that they are safe to 
re-enter.” 


He said that with more rain in 
the forecast, “we really aren’t sure 
if this disaster has unfolded.” 

In Kingsland, about 20 miles 
southeast of Llano, video cap¬ 
tured a bridge crumbling as it 
was overrun by floodwaters from 
the Llano River. 

Authorities said a woman’s body 
was found Tuesday night at a low- 
water crossing in Llano, about 75 
miles northwest of Austin. 

Earlier Tuesday, a body was 
found in Lake Lyndon B. Johnson, 


situated where the Llano River 
flows into the Colorado River. 

The Lower Colorado River 
Authority has been opening 
floodgates along the river since 
Monday. Four floodgates have 
been opened on Mansfield Dam 
at Lake Travis, northwest of 
Austin. 

The river authority said they’ll 
likely need to open four more by 
midday Thursday for a total of 
eight — a record number to be 
open at the dam with 24 gates. 
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White House counsel Donald McGahn departs 


By Seung Min Kim 
AND Carol Leonnig 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — White House coun¬ 
sel Donald McGahn officially left the ad¬ 
ministration on Wednesday, according to 
a senior White House official and another 
person briefed on his departure — ending 
a tenure marked by a significant reshap¬ 
ing of the federal judiciary but also clashes 
with President Donald Trump over the on¬ 
going special counsel probe. 

Trump announced in late August that 
McGahn would exit after his second Su¬ 
preme Court nominee, Brett Kavanaugh, 
was confirmed — a process that took 
slightly longer than initially planned after 
sexual misconduct allegations roiled the 


contentious fight over his nomination on 
Capitol Hill. 

Kavanaugh was confirmed Oct. 6. Mc¬ 
Gahn was one of his most ardent defenders 
within the administration as the now-jus- 
tice fought those accusations. 

McGahn met with Trump to say goodbye 
on his last day, according to the person fa¬ 
miliar with his departure. His successor 
will be veteran Washington lawyer Pat Ci- 
pollone, who has already been informally 
advising Trump’s personal attorneys for 
months on special counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler’s ongoing investigation into Russian in¬ 
terference in the 2016 elections. McGahn’s 
formal departure was first reported by 
The New York Times. 

The transition comes as the White House 
is bracing for potential m^jor losses in No¬ 


vember’s midterm elections, which could 
hand control of the House to Democrats 
who are already preparing to launch an 
onslaught of investigations into the Trump 
administration. The White House counsel’s 
office, whose staffing has been decimated 
in recent months, would be the clearing¬ 
house for the administration’s response to 
subpoenas and oversight requests. 

McGahn is also exiting as the White 
House, working in tandem with Senate 
Republicans, continues to rack up more 
confirmations of conservative jurists to 
federal courts at all levels. In addition to 
Kavanaugh, Trump has tapped now-Jus- 
tice Neil Gorsuch for the nation’s most 
powerful court, as well as 29 circuit judges 
and dozens more to the district courts. 

That figure for the circuit courts. Senate 


Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
noted in a Fox News interview Wednesday 
night, is a “record for any administration 
this early in its term.” McConnell, as well 
as other key GOP senators, has effusively 
praised McGahn for his efforts in vetting 
conservative candidates for the courts and 
giving Trump one of his most significant 
and lasting wins of his presidency. 

But there has also been deep friction be¬ 
tween Trump and McGahn, who has met 
multiple times with Mueller’s team for sev¬ 
eral hours as the special counsel continues 
his investigation. 

Earlier in the probe, McGahn had 
clashed with Trump’s outside attorneys 
over the Russia inquiry, such as question¬ 
ing their strategy to cooperate with the 
special counsel. 


Man pleads guilty 
to mailing powder 
to Trumps, others 



John Locher/AP 

An election sign for Nevada brothel owner Dennis Hof is on display Tuesday in Pahrump, Nev. 

Nevada’s famous pimp expected 
to win election despite his death 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — A Massachusetts 
man pleaded guilty Wednesday to 
sending threatening letters filled 
with white powder to President 
Donald Trump’s sons, a Demo¬ 
cratic U.S. senator, a Republi¬ 
can congressional candidate and 
others. 

Among the letters sent by 
Daniel Frisiello, 25, was one ad¬ 
dressed to Donald Trump Jr. that 
was opened in February by his 
now-estranged wife, Vanessa. She 
called 911 and was briefly hospi¬ 
talized after she reported she was 
coughing and felt nauseous. The 
substances in all of the letters 
turned out to be nonhazardous. 

Frisiello, who wore a dark suit, 
looked down in front of him and 
put his hand to his mouth as the 
prosecutor read to the court some 
of Frisiello’s letters filled with 
profanity and slurs. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Scott 
Garland said Frisiello was a “pro¬ 
lific letter writer” who wrote to 
public figures and celebrities to 
share his ideas and request auto¬ 
graphs. But he also had a “darker 
side,” Garland said. 


WASHINGTON — Former 
Vice President Joe Biden said 
President Donald Trump may 
not “know what he’s doing” and 
coddles dictators. 

The potential 2020 Democratic 
presidential candidate told CBS 
“This Morning” Thursday he’s 
concerned Trump “seems to have 
a love affair with autocrats” and 
“coddles” dictators, including 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and the Saudi ruling family. 


Frisiello’s attorney, William 
Fick, declined to comment after 
the hearing. Fick told the judge 
that Frisiello has substantial 
cognitive and developmental is¬ 
sues from brain damage he suf¬ 
fered at birth. He said Frisiello is 
profoundly 
autistic and 
has an anxi¬ 
ety disorder. 

Frisiello, 
who has 
been out of 
jail since 

March, was 
allowed 
Wednesday 
to return to 
his home, 
where he’s been confined with 
certain restrictions. He’s prohib¬ 
ited from sending anything in the 
mail. He’ll be sentenced in Janu¬ 
ary and has agreed not to appeal 
his sentence if it’s 7Vi years or 
less. 

Frisiello also sent a white pow¬ 
der letter to Eric Trump during 
the 2016 presidential campaign 
that said his father must drop 
out of the race or the next letter 
wouldn’t be fake. Garland said. 


Biden said Trump either 
“doesn’t know what he’s doing or 
he has an absolutely convoluted 
notion” of America’s leadership 
in the world. 

White House aides suggest that 
while Trump doesn’t criticize 
certain world leaders publicly, 
he’s willing to deliver tough mes¬ 
sages behind closed doors. 

Biden also said he hopes Dem¬ 
ocrats don’t pursue Trump’s im¬ 
peachment if the party takes over 
the House, saying, “I don’t think 
there’s a basis for doing that right 
now.” 


By Michelle L. Price 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Nevada’s most 
famous pimp tried to bring the 
state’s legal brothel industry into 
the mainstream by mingling with 
celebrities, showcasing his busi¬ 
ness on HBO and staging out¬ 
landish publicity stunts. 

Dennis Hof’s fame made him 
an attention-grabbing figure in 
an otherwise quiet industry. And, 
despite being found dead on Tues¬ 
day, he’s poised to win an election 
to the state Legislature in less 
than three weeks. 

Hof, who starred in the HBO re¬ 
ality series “Cathouse,” marketed 
himself as a Donald Trump-style 
Republican in his race for a heav¬ 
ily GOP Assembly district that 
includes wide stretches of desert 
where nuclear bombs were once 
tested. 

His body was found at his Love 
Ranch brothel outside Las Vegas 
following a weekend of parties 
celebrating his 72nd birthday. 
Guests included porn actor Ron 


Jeremy, “Hollywood Madam” 
Heidi Fleiss, former Arizona 
sheriff Joe Arpaio and a mix of 
local politicians and friends. 

No foul play is suspected. It 
could be six weeks before a cause 
of death is determined, authori¬ 
ties said. 

In the meantime, it’s too late 
to change the ballots, which have 
been printed and mailed. Voting 
begins Saturday. Even though of¬ 
ficials will post notices at the polls 
that Hof died, he seems likely to 
get elected. 

“Just when I thought that there 
was nothing else in this race that 
could possibly shock me, here we 
are,” Hof’s campaign consultant. 
Chuck Muth, said Wednesday. 

While waging a no-holds- 
barred campaign, Hof’s in¬ 
cendiary style drew fans and 
well-known supporters such as 
Trump adviser Roger Stone and 
Arpaio. But it also brought scruti¬ 
ny to Hof’s businesses and alien¬ 
ated him from the state’s GOP 
establishment. 

Nevada is the only state to allow 


legal prostitution, which occurs 
at about 20 licensed brothels in 
mostly rural areas. 

Most brothel owners keep a low 
profile, offering few interviews 
and buying only subtle advertis¬ 
ing. But Hof had a penchant for 
splashy billboards and stunts that 
included helping several women 
“auction” their virginity. 

Hof made an unsuccessful 
run for the Statehouse in 2016 
as a Libertarian. Then this past 
summer, he ousted a three-term 
incumbent Republican in the pri¬ 
mary after putting up billboards 
advertising his rival’s arrest for 
disorderly conduct three decades 
prior and sending campaign 
emails with a candid picture of 
the man slumped and asleep in a 
chair. 

After Hof’s win, establishment 
Republicans refused to back 
him, including U.S. Sen. Dean 
Heller, who is in a tight re-elec¬ 
tion race, and Nevada Attorney 
General Adam Laxalt, who is in 
a close battle for the governor’s 
mansion. 


Biden: Trump ‘coddles’ autocrats 

Associated Press 



Frisiello 
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Ex-USA Gymnastics 
head indicted in Texas 
on tampering charge 


Associated Press 

HUNTSVILLE, Texas — For¬ 
mer USA Gymnastics Presi¬ 
dent Steve Penny was arrested 
Wednesday after a Texas grand 
jury indicted him, alleging he 
tampered with evidence in the 
sexual assault investigation of 
now-imprisoned gymnastics doc¬ 
tor Larry Nassau 

In a statement issued late 
Wednesday night, the Walker 
County district attorney’s office 
in Huntsville said Penny was ar¬ 
rested by a fugitive task force in 
Gatlinburg, Tenn., and awaits ex¬ 
tradition to Texas. 

The third-degree felony is pun¬ 
ishable by two to 10 years in pris¬ 
on. It was unclear if Penny has an 
attorney. Messages left with USA 
Gymnastics weren’t immediately 
returned. 

Penny resigned under pressure 
in March 2017. 

The indictment alleges Penny 


ordered the removal of documents 
from the Karolyi Ranch relating 
to Nassar’s activities at the ranch, 
near Huntsville. It alleges Penny 
acted after learning that Texas 
Rangers and Walker County au¬ 
thorities were investigating the 
ranch, which was being managed 
by USA Gymnastics. 

The indictment states the docu¬ 
ments were delivered to Penny at 
the USA Gymnastics headquar¬ 
ters in Indianapolis, they have 
not been recovered and their 
whereabouts are unknown to 
authorities. 

Nassar was charged in June 
with sexually assaulting six mi¬ 
nors in Walker County. 

A former sports medicine 
trainer, Debra Van Horn, also was 
indicted on one count of second- 
degree sexual assault of a child. 
Prosecutors said Van Horn was 
charged as “acting as a party” 
with Nassar. 


Sheriff: Missing Wis. girl’s 
parents were shot to death 


Associated Press 

MADISON, Wis. — A missing 
Wisconsin girl’s parents were 
shot to death in their house while 
the girl was home, authorities 
said Wednesday as they urged 
the public to keep phoning in tips 
about her whereabouts. 

Investigators have been search¬ 
ing for Jayme Closs, 13, since 
deputies responding to a 911 call 
early Monday found her parents 
dead in their home in Barron. 
The girl, who was ruled out as a 
suspect on the first day, was gone 
when deputies arrived. 

Barron County Sheriff Chris 
Fitzgerald said during a news 
conference Wednesday that au¬ 
topsies confirmed that James and 


Denise Closs had been shot fatal¬ 
ly and that their deaths have been 
ruled homicides. 

He said no gun was found at 
the scene and that evidence from 
both the house and from the 911 
call indicate Jayme Closs was in 
the family’s home when her par¬ 
ents were killed. 

Barron is about 80 miles north¬ 
east of Minneapolis. 

Fitzgerald said investigators 
still have a “100 percent expecta¬ 
tion that she’s alive,” but that even 
though they’ve received more 
than 400 tips, none has been of a 
credible sighting. 

He implored the public to share 
any suspicions, including any be¬ 
havioral changes in people they 
know, no matter how small. 



Victor J. Blue, The New York Times/AP 


New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, pointing, inspects the South Tube of train tunnels running between New 
York and New Jersey during a tour that began Wednesday. 


NY governor tours aging 
rail tunnel in funding push 


By Stephen R. Groves 
AND David Porter 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo hopes video images of the 
decaying, century-old rail tun¬ 
nel under the Hudson River will 
help resolve a funding impasse 
with President Donald Trump’s 
administration that has delayed 
construction of a new, $13 billion 
tube considered crucial to the re¬ 
gion’s transportation system. 

The Democrat toured the tunnel 
with a video crew late Wednesday 
night and said he plans to send 
the footage to Trump. 

As water dripped down the 
leaky tunnel’s walls, forming 
puddles, the cameras captured 
disintegrating and missing con¬ 
crete panels, corroding rebar and 


broken electrical cables. When 
it gets cold enough, icicles grow 
from the ceiling. Chunks of con¬ 
crete can break off and fall onto 
the tracks below or threaten the 
cable running along the top. 

“I actually think if anything is 
going to convince the president, 
seeing is believing,” Cuomo said. 
“He actually has a construction 
background and I think if he sees 
the level of damage and he sees 
what we’re talking about, eroding 
steel, falling concrete, that he’ll 
see it in a different context — that 
it will strip away the politics and 
the rhetoric and the jockeying.” 

The two-tube tunnel, which 
serves as the only rail connec¬ 
tion between New York City and 
New Jersey, was damaged by salt 
water from Superstorm Sandy in 


2012 that is eating away at walls 
housing copper cables and elec¬ 
trical wires. Amtrak, which owns 
the tunnels, has estimated one or 
both of the tunnel tubes could fail 
in the next 10 to 15 years. 

On Wednesday, Cuomo pointed 
to a hole in the sidewall where ca¬ 
bles, piping and metal rebar are 
flaking from the salt. When the 
salt damages the copper cables, 
it takes workers 12 to 14 hours to 
splice them back together. 

Much of that work is done over¬ 
night or on weekends, when one 
tube can be shut down without 
causing significant disruption to 
service. 

Taking one of the tubes out 
of service for an extended time 
would reduce peak period traffic 
by 75 percent, experts have said. 


Police detective faces new accusation of wrongdoing in Weinstein case 


By Michael R. Sisak 
AND Tom Hays 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The sexual assault 
case against Harvey Weinstein was 
roiled Wednesday for the second time 
in a week by what New York City pros¬ 
ecutors said was a police detective’s 
improper conduct. 

Det. Nicholas DiGaudio, whose sus¬ 
pected witness coaching prompted the 
dismissal of part of the case last week, 
is now accused of urging one of Wein¬ 
stein’s accusers to delete material from 
her cellphones before she handed them 
over to prosecutors. 

The Manhattan district attorney’s of¬ 
fice detailed the suspected misconduct 
in a letter to Weinstein’s lawyer that 
was made public Wednesday. The new 
allegations involve the detective’s in¬ 


teractions with an unidentified woman 
who said Weinstein raped her in his 
Manhattan hotel room in 2013. 

Weinstein’s lawyer, Benjamin Braf- 
man, pounced on the revelation, say¬ 
ing it “even further undermines the 
integrity of this already deeply flawed 
indictment of Mr. Weinstein.” 

In her letter. Assistant District Attor¬ 
ney Joan Illuzzi-Orbon said that during 
the investigation, prosecutors asked the 
woman to hand in any mobile phones 
she might have used during the time 
when she interacted with Weinstein. 

The woman was willing to do so, Il¬ 
luzzi-Orbon wrote, but was worried 
that the phones contained, “in addition 
to communications with the defendant, 
data of a personal nature that she re¬ 
garded as private.” 

She asked DiGaudio what to do. He 
advised her to delete anything she 


didn’t want anyone else to see before 
handing over the phone, the prosecu¬ 
tors said. 

“We just won’t tell Joan,” DiGaudio 
is alleged to have said. 

Illuzzi-Orbon said the woman didn’t 
delete any information and instead 
asked a lawyer for advice. The phones 
were turned over “without any dele¬ 
tions,” Illuzzi-Orbon wrote. 

The lawyer hired by the woman con¬ 
tacted the district attorney’s office about 
the detective’s conduct on Oct. 10. 

Weinstein was initially charged in 
New York with attacking three women. 
The part of the case involving one of 
those reputed victims, Lucia Evans, was 
dismissed last week after prosecutors 
said that DiGaudio had advised a wit¬ 
ness to keep quiet about doubts wheth¬ 
er Evans’ reported sexual encounter 
with Weinstein was consensual. 


Mark Lennihan/AP 

NYPD Detective Nicholas DiGaudio, right, escorts 
Harvey Weinstein into court in New \brk in May. 
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Califomia 
to vote on 
housing 
crisis help 

By Kathleen Ronayne 
Associated Press 

SALINAS, Calif. — Middle 
school English teacher Maryam 
Powers doesn’t take vacations. To 
earn additional money, she picks 
up an extra period of teaching 
when she can and mentors new 
hires. But to afford the mortgage 
on a $330,000 three-bedroom 
home she purchased in Salinas in 
2015, Powers still must rent out 
the master bedroom for $800 a 
month. 

“I work, work, work, work, 
work. I take every extra pay job 
I can do, and I never quite get 
ahead,” said Powers, who shares 
the home with her boyfriend and 
their two young children. 

Powers’ family is reflective 
of many in this Califomia city 
just inland from the tourism- 
rich Monterey Peninsula and an 
hour’s drive south of Silicon Val¬ 
ley. It’s surrounded by farmland 
that produces most of the world’s 
lettuce and inspired hometown 
author John Steinbeck’s “The 
Grapes of Wrath.” 

Salinas — known as “Salad 
Bowl of the World” — is one of 
America’s least affordable places 
to live, exemplifying a housing 
crisis that plagues California’s 
rural and urban areas alike. Sa¬ 
linas families earn a median 
income of $69,000, while the re¬ 
gion’s 90,000 farmworkers bring 
in far less. They face a median 
home price of nearly $550,000 
and two-bedroom apartments 
costing roughly $1,800 a month, 
according to Zillow. 

Frustration is mounting over 
expensive housing, and some Cal¬ 
ifornians hope a November ballot 
measure on rent control provides 
relief 

California politicians can’t ig¬ 
nore the issue as they try to bal¬ 
ance people’s needs in a state 
that’s home to extreme riches and 
the world’s fifth-largest economy 
but also places like Salinas, where 
multiple generations pack single¬ 
family homes, people turn back¬ 
yard sheds into illegal bedrooms 
and families worry over how to 
pay their bills. 

Residents know rent control 
isn’t the best long-term solution 
— economists widely agree it cuts 
down on building — but they’re 
eager to help their struggling 
neighbors. 

“Our rents are too high. Some¬ 
thing needs to be done,” said 
Noelia Verwulf, a Salinas resi¬ 
dent who helped form a group 
called Viviendas Para Todx, or 
“Housing for All,” that’s holding 
community forums, registering 
people to vote and advocating for 
housing-related ballot measures. 



Maryam Powers, background left, works on her computer as her boyfriend, Jean-Paul Varagnat, chats 
with their two daughters in Salinas, Calif. Powers rents out the master bedroom for $800 a month to 
afford the mortgage on the three-bedroom home she purchased in 2015. 



A farmworker picks strawberries in Salinas, Calif. Like many 
Caiifornia cities, Salinas suffers from a lack of affordable housing 
and space to build more. 


“It’s a temporary fix.” 

Four of the 11 ballot measures 
facing California voters, includ¬ 
ing rent control, relate to housing. 
One would authorize $4 billion in 
bonds for affordable housing. 

The Salinas metro area is one 
of seven in California that ranks 
in the top 10 least affordable in 
the U.S., according to an analysis 
of 2016 census data by Harvard’s 
Joint Center for Housing Studies. 
Sprawling Los Angeles, wealthy 
Santa Barbara and rural Red¬ 
ding also make the list, highlight¬ 
ing the near inescapability of the 
crisis. 

The federal government con¬ 
siders housing unaffordable if 
it eats up more than a third of a 
family’s income. More than half 
of California renters and nearly 
a third of homeowners spend that 
much or more. 

Salinas residents call the di¬ 
vide between the inland city of 
157,000 and wealthier coastal cit¬ 
ies such as Monterey the “lettuce 
curtain.” More than 70 percent of 
Salinas is Hispanic or Latino, ac¬ 
cording to census data, and about 
80 percent of the region’s farm¬ 
workers live there year-round. 

To save money. Powers, 39, 
and her boyfriend, Jean-Paul 
Varagnat, rented out the master 
bedroom of someone else’s home 
— an arrangement she repeated 
at her own house to afford her 
$2,300 monthly mortgage. 

Varagnat watches their 2- and 
3-year-old daughters to avoid 
$1,000 in monthly child care costs 
and takes classes at night toward 
an engineering degree. 

“I knew I was never going to be 
wealthy, but I didn’t think it was 
going to be quite this difficult,” 
Powers said. 

There are mixed reactions in 
Salinas to Proposition 10, the 
ballot measure that would scrap 
a law restricting rent control on 
single-family homes and proper¬ 
ties built after 1995 and open the 
door for new local rules about 
how much landlords can increase 
rents. 

Democrat Anna Caballero, who 
represents Salinas in the state 
Assembly, opposes the measure 


but said she understands why the 
city’s angry residents support it. 

It feels like “the only thing you 
can do to get the attention of peo¬ 
ple who own rental housing units 
is to do something drastic,” she 
said. “It’s the wrong solution, but 
I understand why they grabbed it 
because it looks like a solution.” 

Caballero is running for the 
state Senate this November in the 
top swing district, a seat now held 
by a Republican who’s reached 
term limits. If Caballero wins. 
Democrats could get back a super- 
m^ority that gives them power to 
raise taxes without Republican 
support and furthers the party’s 
grip on power in Califomia. 

Interviews with roughly two 
dozen Salinas residents reveal a 
general belief that local, state and 
national politicians lack a grip on 
the reality of the region’s housing 
crisis. Few said it would motivate 
them to vote for a different party, 
instead calling it one of many 
issues that revealed a need for 
fresh voices. 

Carissa Purnell, director of the 
Alisal Family Resource Center 
that helps Salinas’ low-income 
and farmworker families navigate 


housing struggles, say children 
sleep on crates that their parents 
use to pick strawberries because 
they don’t have beds. 

“The things that are happening 
in our families are all stemming 
from these housing situations that 
we’ve created for each other, and 
the fact that no one is calling it out 
is frustrating,” Purnell said. 

Purnell’s center is in east Sa¬ 
linas, a neighborhood of tightly 
packed, ranch-style homes. 
Cars overflow driveways and 
spread onto lawns, while garages 
brim with boxes that can’t fit in 
cramped living areas. 

Across town, three generations 
and 15 members of the Nunez 
family are jammed into a four- 
bedroom home. The patriarch, 
Jose Nunez, worked two jobs to 
afford the property in the 1980s. 

Nunez and his wife share the 
home with three of their six chil¬ 
dren and their spouses and seven 
grandchildren. Each family has a 
bedroom. 

Nunez didn’t expect his children 
to be back at home but wouldn’t 
turn them away when two lost 
their houses to foreclosure. 


Pot industry 
eyes next 
step after 
Canada 

Associated Press 

MONTREAL — Cam Battley is 
a top executive at one of Canada’s 
biggest marijuana companies, but 
he isn’t sticking around to savor the 
country’s historic pot legalization. 

He’s off to Germany on Friday 
and Australia next week — a sign 
of what a leader Canada has be¬ 
come in the global pot industry, and 
of the reverberations its decision to 
legalize could have internationally. 

“It’s a special moment, not just 
for Canada, but for the world be¬ 
cause my strong conviction is that 
the rest of the world will follow 
suit,” said Battley, chief corporate 
officer at Aurora Cannabis. “We’re 
not known as wild and crazy. We’re 
known for good public policy, and I 
think they will follow our lead.” 

Battley will attend an investor 
conference in Germany and then 
head to Australia, which legalized 
medical marijuana in 2016. He’ll 
meet with a corporate business 
partner and talk with policymak¬ 
ers in Sydney and Melbourne. 

Battley’s itinerary is indica¬ 
tive of the internationalization of 
the marijuana industry. And with 
national legalization taking effect 
Wednesday, Canada has emerged 
as the world leader. It’s the second 
nation — and by far the largest 
— with countrywide legalization of 
so-called recreational pot. 

Its deliberate approach, which 
took more than two years of plan¬ 
ning, allows provinces to shape 
their own laws within a federal 
framework, including setting the 
minimum age and deciding wheth¬ 
er to distribute through state-run 
or private retail outlets. That of¬ 
fers other countries a model some¬ 
where between the more strictly 
regulated system in Uruguay, the 
only other country with legal sales, 
and the more commercial version 
in some of the nine US. states 
that have approved recreational 
marijuana. 

Canada’s federal approval has 
given its industry a huge advan¬ 
tage over its American counter¬ 
part, including unfettered access 
to banking and billions of dollars 
in investment. Canadians can even 
order marijuana online and have 
weed delivered by mail to their 
door. 

That’s all made for some envy 
among American cannabis 
entrepreneurs. 

Some in the US. Congress have 
also taken notice, pressing for the 
federal government to get out of the 
way of states that want to legalize, 
but it remains unclear what weight 
Canada’s legalization might carry 
south of the border. 

It might have a more immediate 
effect in countries like New Zea¬ 
land, where the government has 
promised a legalization referen¬ 
dum by 2020, said John Walsh, of 
the advocacy group Washington Of¬ 
fice on Latin America. Mexico, the 
Netherlands and Italy are among 
other nations that have been mull¬ 
ing legalization. To the surprise of 
many familiar with Amsterdam’s 
marijuana cafes, Holland has only 
very limited legalization. 
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Turkey's critics see 
a double standard 
amid Saudi probe 



AP 


A woman prays Thursday near a memorial to the people killed during an attack at a vocational college in 
Kerch, Crimea. 

Possible accomplice sought 
in Crimean school attack 


By Nataliya Vasilyeva 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russian authori¬ 
ties in Crimea were searching 
Thursday for a possible ac¬ 
complice of the student whose 
shooting-and-bomb attack on his 
vocational school killed 20 people 
and wounded more than 50 oth¬ 
ers, a top official said. 

The 18-year-old student, who 
authorities said later killed him¬ 
self in the school’s library, ini¬ 
tially was believed to be the only 
person involved in the carnage 
Wednesday at the Kerch Poly¬ 
technic College in the Black Sea 
city of Kerch. 

Authorities haven’t provided a 
motive for the shooting. Teachers 
and classmates have described 
the attacker as a shy person with 
few friends. 

But Sergei Aksyonov, the 
Kremlin-appointed head of 
Crimea, told Russian news agen¬ 
cies Thursday that it’s possible the 
attacker, identified as Vyacheslav 
Roslyakov, had an accomplice. 

“The point is to find out who 
was coaching him for this crime,” 
he said. “He was acting on his 
own here; we know that. But this 
scoundrel could not have pre¬ 
pared this attack on his own, in 
my opinion, and according to my 
colleagues.” 

The Kerch attack was by far the 
deadliest by a student in Russia, 
raising questions about school se¬ 
curity. The vocational school had 
only a front desk with no security 
guards. Russia’s National Guard 
said Thursday it has now de¬ 
ployed officers and riot police to 
all schools and colleges in Kerch. 

The Kerch attack also was the 
deadliest school violence in Rus¬ 
sia since the 2004 Beslan attack 
by Chechen separatists, which 
left 333 people dead, many of 


them children, during a three- 
day siege. Hundreds of others 
were wounded. 

Yet as the day wore on Thurs¬ 
day, neither Russian investigators 
nor other authorities followed up 
on Aksyonov’s comments hint¬ 
ing at a wider attack plot. Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin even sought 
to portray the attack as a “result 
of globalization” — wider forces 
that were exporting bad practices 
into Russia. 

Speaking at an international 
policy conference, Putin com¬ 
pared the Kerch shooting to 
deadly school attacks in the U.S. 
Russia in the past few years has 
seen several school shootings that 
authorities have said reportedly 
were inspired by gun violence in 
the U.S. 

Putin said the fact that teen¬ 
agers get a shotgun and go on a 
shooting rampage means adults 
are failing to offer them an alter¬ 
native to violence. 

“Young people with a fragile 
mental state are creating false 
heroes for themselves,” he said. 
“That means that all of us, not 
only in Russia, but in the world on 
the whole, are reacting poorly to 
the fast-changing realities.” 

Russia annexed the Crimean 
Peninsula from Ukraine in 2014. 
Since then, Russian authorities 
have repeatedly warned of a ter¬ 
rorism threat coming from un¬ 
named Ukrainian nationalists as 
well as ethnic Tatars, an indige¬ 
nous Crimean people. But despite 
acts of public defiance and rallies, 
neither group has engaged in any 
violent activities in Crimea. 

The death toll in Kerch climbed 
by one Thursday to 20 after one 
of the wounded died in a hospital. 
The first victim was to be buried 
later in the day. 

Residents brought flowers 
and toys to a makeshift memo¬ 


rial outside the school Thursday 
morning. Many were in tears, 
struggling to speak. 

Dozens of attack victims re¬ 
main hospitalized in Kerch, and 
at least 10 people with severe 
injuries were being airlifted to 
top Russian hospitals for sur¬ 
gery, Health Minister Veronika 
Skvortsova said. 

Most victims died from gun¬ 
shot wounds, authorities said. 
Many others had wounds from 
an improvised explosive device 
that went off packed with shrap¬ 
nel. Skvortsova said some victims 
had their legs or feet blow off by 
the explosion. 

“The kids’ muscles have been 
‘minced’ with small, metal ob¬ 
jects,” Skvortsova said. “In those 
who have their organs ripped 
apart, we are finding metal balls 
in kidneys, intestines, in blood 
vessels. That is how powerful the 
blast was.” 

The young man’s grandmoth¬ 
er, Taisiya Roslyakova, told the 
Komsomolskaya Pravda daily on 
Thursday that her grandson was 
a kind boy who was always help¬ 
ing her with chores, unlike her 
son, the student’s father, who re¬ 
portedly was an alcoholic. 

Roslyakova said her grandson 
did not have many friends and 
spent all his time indoors, play¬ 
ing computer games. She said she 
last saw him a week ago when he 
stopped by and asked if he could 
take all the family photo albums. 

Russia has relatively strict gun 
legislation. Civilians can own 
only hunting rifles and smooth¬ 
bore shotguns and must undergo 
significant background checks. 
Roslyakov only recently had re¬ 
ceived a permit to own a shotgun 
and had bought 150 cartridges 
just a few days ago, according to 
local officials. 


By Christopher Torchia 

Associated Press 

Under global scrutiny, Turkey 
vows to get to the bottom of the 
suspected killing of a Saudi jour¬ 
nalist at the kingdom’s consulate 
in Istanbul. But some observers 
see a double standard in promises 
of transparency from a govern¬ 
ment accused of stifling freedom 
of expression. 

Since an attempted coup in 2016, 
critics say President Recep Tayy- 
ip Erdogan has turned Turkey 
into an increasingly authoritarian 
state, using emergency powers to 
arrest tens of thousands of sus¬ 
pects, purging many more from 
state institutions and jailing doz¬ 
ens of journalists. Officials even 
have admitted that they seized 
dozens of Turks in anti-terrorism 
operations in other countries. 

Turkey says the government is 
dealing with multiple threats to its 
security and sovereignty in a vola¬ 
tile region and denies allegations 
it used the crackdown to target 
legitimate opposition and silence 
critical media that had nothing to 
do with the failed coup. 

While there might be paral¬ 
lels between some restrictions 
on freedoms in Turkey and Saudi 
Arabia, the Turkish reports about 
Jamal Khashoggi, a columnist for 
The Washington Post, are horrifi¬ 
cally unprecedented. 

The reports say an official hit 
squad from Saudi Arabia killed 
the writer, who once wrote of the 
persecution of people who “dare 
to speak their minds” in his home 
country. Saudi Arabia denies it, 
though some U.S. media reports 


Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — British Prime 
Minister Theresa May came 
under attack from across Brit¬ 
ain’s political spectrum Thursday 
after saying she’s considering a 
European Union proposal that 
would keep the UK. bound to the 
bloc’s rules for more than two 
years after it leaves in March. 

Seeking to unblock Britain’s 
stalled divorce talks with the EU, 
May said a proposed 21-month 
transition period for the UK. 
after Brexit could be extended by 
“a matter of months.” 

At present, the two sides say 
Britain will remain inside the EU 
single market, and subject to the 
bloc’s regulations, from the day 
it leaves on March 29 until De¬ 
cember 2020, to give time for new 
trade relations to be set up. 

But with Brexit talks at an 


suggest Saudi Arabia might say 
Khashoggi was killed in a botched 
interrogation. 

Turkey has followed the law 
and international agreements 
and has taken “open and trans¬ 
parent actions” in the Khashoggi 
case. Interior Minister Suleyman 
Soylu told the state-run Anadolu 
news agency. 

Getting less international at¬ 
tention this week were Turkish 
media reports that an Istanbul 
court issued a “red notice” for 
journalists Can Dundar, who lives 
in Germany, and U.S.-based Ilhan 
Tanir on espionage charges. 

A red notice serves as a request 
to member countries of Interpol 
to arrest a suspect, though West¬ 
ern concerns about freedom of 
expression in Turkey likely would 
slow the government’s interna¬ 
tional pursuit of the pair. Dundar 
was the former chief editor of 
Cumhuriyet, an anti-government 
newspaper, and previously had 
been jailed in Turkey for reports 
that were deemed subversive. 

Dundar has tweeted about Tur¬ 
key’s handling of the Khashoggi 
investigation, asking why the 
Saudi consul general was allowed 
to leave Turkey despite a Turk¬ 
ish media report that a purported 
audio recording of the suspected 
slaying indicates the diplomat 
was a witness. Saudi officials 
have not responded to repeated 
requests for comment from The 
Associated Press. 

Ahval, an online news site that 
is banned in Turkey, this week 
posted an article with the headline 
“The irony of Turkey’s campaign 
for a missing Saudi journalist.” 


impasse, the bloc has suggested 
extending that period to give 
more time to strike a trade deal 
that ensures the border between 
Northern Ireland and the Repub¬ 
lic of Ireland remains friction- 
free — the main sticking point to 
a Brexit deal. 

May said the UK. was consider¬ 
ing an extension of several months. 
But she said the extra time was 
merely an insurance policy and 
was unlikely to be needed. 

“We are working to ensure that 
we have that future relationship 
in place by the end of December 
2020,” May said as she arrived 
Thursday at EU headquarters in 
Brussels for meetings on migra¬ 
tion, security and other issues. 

The extension idea angered 
pro-Brexit UK. politicians, who 
saw it as an attempt to bind Brit¬ 
ain to the bloc indefinitely. 


May’s stance on Brexit 
timing angers many in UK 
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The number of stories up from which pumpkins wiii be dropped by young engineers to test their skiiis at safeiy landing the 
pumpkins. West Virginia University’s Statler College of Engineering and Mineral Resources will hold its 31st annual Pumpkin Drop 
on Friday. The university said hundreds of elementary, middle and high school teams are expected. The event is designed to teach 
engineering concepts by designing an enclosure that can protect pumpkins from damage when dropped from the building’s roof. 




David Tucker, The Daytona Beach (Fla.) News-Journal/AP 


Splashdown 


Volusia County Beach Safety Ocean Rescue lifeguards use a winch on a Jeep to pull an airplane ashore Tuesday after it crashed in the ocean 
north of the Dunlawton Avenue beach ramp in Daytona Beach Shores, Fla. The Daytona Beach News-Journal reported the crash occurred 
Tuesday afternoon. Officials said the pilot refused to be taken to the hospital after being helped ashore. 


Stolen doughnut van 
found; cops share treats 

PI CLEARWATER — It 
r L was a lucky day for some 
Florida police officers who re¬ 
covered a stolen van filled with 
Krispy Kreme doughnuts. 

Clearwater police posted a photo 
on Facebook of a group of officers 
standing in front of the van hold¬ 
ing boxes of the tasty treats. 

The Tampa Bay Times reported 
the van was stolen Tuesday morn¬ 
ing in Lake City. 

The Facebook posting said the 
store manager donated the cargo 
to the officers. They saved some 
doughnuts to eat and handed out 
the rest to the area’s homeless. 

Goat on road jams 
morning traffic 

GERMANTOWN 
ITI — The appearance 
of a goat on a road in a Maryland 
suburb of Washington created 
traffic delays and an opportunity 
for county police to come up with 
many puns. 

The Washington Post reported 
the goat was found Monday on 
Muncaster Mill Road in German¬ 
town, but it’s unclear where he 
came from. 

A video from a commuter shows 
a brown goat planted in the mid¬ 
dle of the road as cars inch past in 
the rain. During the eight-second 
clip, the goat appears mostly un¬ 
fazed as he looks around. 

In a tweet, Montgomery County 
police said they “herd” animal 
services reunited the goat named 
Billy with his owner. 

15 tons of packaged 
restaurant fare recalled 

I A NEW ORLEANS — A 
Louisiana company re¬ 
called 15 tons of packaged ready- 
to-eat chicken and pork products 
produced since January 2017 for 
five restaurants in Louisiana and 
Texas. 

A recall notice late Monday 
from the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration said A La Carte 
Foods of Belle Rose made the six 
products with sausage that hadn’t 
been federally inspected. 

They include jambalaya, gumbo 
and red beans with sausage, all 
sent frozen in 12-pound packages. 

A La Carte sells more than 100 
items to restaurants under its own 
brands, A La Carte and Southern 
Casual. 

Reward offered to nail 
thieves of sculpture 

^ A HEALDSBURG —The 
artist who created an 
800-pound sculpture of a ham¬ 
mer that was stolen from a North¬ 
ern California community center 
is offering a $1,000 reward to nail 
the thieves. 

The Santa Rosa Press Demo¬ 
crat reported Tuesday that 
Healdsburg artist Doug Unkrey 
made the offer. He made the 800- 
pound ball-peen hammer out of 
mixed metals. It has a long red¬ 
wood handle and measures 21 
feet long; the head is 6 feet tall. 

The piece, valued at $15,000, 
was loaned by the artist about a 
year ago to the Healdsburg Com¬ 
munity Center. 


Police: Kennel owners 
engaged in bestiality 

W A SUFFOLK — Police in 
Virginia said a couple 
who owned a dog kennel engaged 
in bestiality caught on video. 

Citing a Monday news release 
from Suffolk police, The Vir¬ 
ginian-Pilot reported Christina 
Patterson, 42, was charged with 
multiple counts of bestiality and 
animal cruelty more than a year 
after the investigation began. Po¬ 
lice said any state charges against 
Richard Allen Patterson, 47, can¬ 
not proceed until his federal fire¬ 
arms charges from July 2017 are 
resolved. 

An investigator in the firearms 
case obtained a search warrant 
that led to the discovery of the 
videos. 

Zoo asks for branches 
downed during storm 

lyP OMAHA — Omaha’s 
b zoo wants area residents 
to share their broken tree limbs as 
tasty treats for some animals. 

The Henry Doorly Zoo and 
Aquarium posted a Facebook re¬ 


quest for limbs downed during 
last weekend’s snowstorm. 

The zoo said it can’t accept 
branches from trees treated with 
pesticides or from dead, dying 
or diseased trees. Tree species 
favored for the animals include 
birch, elm, hackberry, honey lo¬ 
cust, linden, mulberry and willow. 

4-year-old boy helps 
deputies catch fugitive 

n A GREENSBURG — A 
fugitive in western 
Pennsylvania was no match for a 
4-year-old. 

Sheriff’s deputies in Westmo¬ 
reland County were searching 
for Jesse Vaughn Lawson, 24, re¬ 
cently on an arrest warrant for 
burglary and receiving stolen 
property. 

While checking at an apart¬ 
ment in Greensburg, Lawson’s 
girlfriend told them she hadn’t 
seen Lawson in five days. But the 
woman’s 4-year-old son was more 
than happy to help. 

The Tribune-Review reported 
the boy told deputies, “Come on, 
I’ll show you,” and led them to an 
electrical closet where Lawson 
was hiding. 


Taylor Swift the antelope 
briefly escapes zoo 

A SACRAMENTO — Of- 
ficials are trying to 
determine how a young antelope 
named Taylor Swift managed to 
get out of its enclosure at the Sac¬ 
ramento Zoo. 

The bongo calf’s escape led 
officials to briefly close the zoo 
Sunday. 

Zoo spokeswoman Laurel Vin¬ 
cent told the Sacramento Bee the 1- 
year-old was with its mother when 
visitors reported it had gotten out. 
Visitors were escorted away while 
the main gate was closed. 

Vincent said staff used baffle 
boards and tables to gently guide 
the antelope to an off-exhibit 
holding area less than 15 minutes 
after it went missing. 

Piglet who went wild in 
traffic returned home 

AAP AUGUSTA — Police 
I w I b in Maine’s capital said 
a 50-pound piglet that wore itself 
out dodging traffic after escaping 
has been safely returned home. 

Augusta police said they found 


the piglet Saturday after receiv¬ 
ing reports of the hog running 
wild. The Kennebec Journal re¬ 
ported a good Samaritan caught 
the pig before officers arrived. 

Augusta Police Sgt. Chris¬ 
tian Behr said the pig was con¬ 
firmed to be owned by someone 
with property near where it was 
caught. 

Man shot at own 
booby-trapped door 

SHELBY — Authori- 
1^ ties said a North Caro¬ 
lina man was wounded when he 
opened a back door in his home 
which he had rigged to fire a 
shotgun. 

The Cleveland County Sheriff’s 
Office told the Shelby Star that 
Eddie Smith, 68, set up a shotgun 
facing his back door. The sheriff’s 
office said Smith went outside to 
feed some squirrels Monday and 
opened the booby-trapped door 
and triggered the shotgun, which 
shot him in his right arm. 

Capt. Jon Wright said the man 
was severely wounded but alert 
when he was taken to the hospital. 
From wire reports 
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Facebook's election 'War Room' targets fake info 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Workers sit at their desks Wednesday in the “War Room” where 
Facebook monitors election-related content in Menlo Park, Calif. 


By Michael Liedtke 

Associated Press 

MENLO PARK, Calif. — In 
an otherwise innocuous part of 
Facebook’s expansive Silicon 
Valley campus, a locked door 
bears a taped-on sign that reads 
“War Room.” Behind the door 
lies a nerve center the social net¬ 
work has set up to combat fake 
accounts and bogus news stories 
ahead of upcoming elections. 

Inside the room are dozens 
of employees staring intently at 
their monitors while data streams 
across giant dashboards. On the 
walls are posters of the sort Face- 
book frequently uses to caution or 
exhort its employees. One reads, 
“Nothing at Facebook is some¬ 
body else’s problem.” 

That motto might strike some 
as ironic, given that the war room 
was created to counter threats 
that almost no one at the compa¬ 
ny, least of all CEO Mark Zucker- 
berg, took seriously just two years 
ago — and which the company’s 
critics now believe pose a threat 
to democracy. 

Days after President Donald 
Trump’s surprise victory, Zuck- 
erberg brushed off assertions 
that the outcome had been influ¬ 
enced by fictional news stories on 
Facebook, calling the idea “pretty 
crazy.” 


But Facebook’s blase attitude 
shifted as criticism of the com¬ 
pany mounted in Congress and 
elsewhere. Later that year, it 
acknowledged having run thou¬ 
sands of ads promoting false 
information placed by Russian 
agents. Zuckerberg eventually 
made fixing Facebook his per¬ 
sonal challenge for 2018. 

The war room is a m^or part 
of Facebook’s ongoing repairs. Its 
technology draws upon the artifi¬ 
cial intelligence system Facebook 
has been using to help identify “in¬ 
authentic” posts and user behav¬ 
ior. Facebook provided a tightly 
controlled glimpse at its war room 
to The Associated Press and other 
media ahead of the second round 


of presidential elections in Brazil 
on Oct. 28 and the U.S. midterm 
elections Nov. 6. 

“There is no substitute for 
physical, real-world interaction,” 
said Samidh Chakrabarti, Face¬ 
book’s director of elections and 
civic engagement. “The primary 
thing we have learned is just how 
effective it is to have people in the 
same room all together.” 

More than 20 different teams 
now coordinate the efforts of more 
than 20,000 people — mostly con¬ 
tractors — devoted to blocking 
fake accounts and fictional news 
and stopping other abuses on 
Facebook and its other services. 
As part of the crackdown. Face- 
book also has hired fact checkers. 


including The Associated Press, 
to vet new stories posted on its so¬ 
cial network. 

Facebook credits its war room 
and other stepped-up patrolling 
efforts for booting 1.3 billion fake 
accounts during the past year and 
jettisoning hundreds of pages set 
up by foreign governments and 
other agents looking to create 
mischief 

But it remains unclear whether 
Facebook is doing enough, said 
Angelo Carusone, president of 
Media Matters For America, a 
liberal group that monitors mis¬ 
information. He noted that the 
sensational themes distributed 
in fictional news stories can be 
highly effective at keeping people 
“engaged” on Facebook — which 
in turn makes it possible to sell 
more of the ads that generate 
most of Facebook’s revenue. 

“What they are doing so far 
seems to be more about trying to 
prevent another public relations 
disaster and less so about put¬ 
ting in meaningful solutions to 
the problem,” Carusone said. “On 
balance, I would say they that are 
still way off” 

The war room is currently 
focused on Brazil’s next round 
of elections and upcoming U.S. 
midterms. 

Facebook declined to let the 


EUROPE GAS PRICES 


PACIHC GAS PRICES 


MARKET WATCH 


Country 

Germany 
Change in price 
Netherlands 
Change in price 

Change in price 

Change in price 
Belgium 
Change in price 

Change in price 
Italy 

Change in price 


Super ElO Super unleaded Super plus 

$3,145 $3,515 $3,754 

-4.7 cents -3.7 cents -3.9 cents 


■^3.5 cents +5.7 cents 

$3,449 $3,688 

-4.8 cents -5.0 cents 


Diesel 

$3,660 
-1.4 cents 
$4,159 
■U0.2 cents 
$3,594 
-2.5 cents 


$3,191 $3,479 $3,390 

no change no change no change 
$3,571 $3,477* 

-4.3 cents -1.8 cents 

$4,202 - - $4,278 

no change - - no change 


Country 

Change in price 
Okinawa 
Change in price 
South Korea 
Change in price 


Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus 

$3,519 
-2.0 cents 


Diesel 

$3,429 
H.O cents 


^$2,949 


Guam $2,949** 

Change in price -2.0 cents 


* Diesel EFD ** Midgrade 
For the week of Oct. 20-26 


Oct 17, 2018 


Dow Jones -91.74 
industrials 25,706.68 


Nasdaq 

composite 



7,642.70 


Standard & 
Poor’s 500 


Russell 

2000 


-7.24 


1,589.60 


media scrutinize the computer 
screens in front of the employ¬ 
ees, and required reporters to 
refrain from mentioning some 
of the equipment inside the war 
room, calling it “proprietary 
information.” 

Although no final decisions 
have been made, the war room 
is likely to become a permanent 
fixture at Facebook, said Katie 
Harbath, Facebook’s director of 
global politics and government 
outreach. 

“It is a constant arms race,” she 
said. “This is our new normal.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Oct. 19). 

Dollar buys (Oct. 19). 

British pound (Oct. 19). 

Japanese yen (Oct. 19). 

South Korean won (Oct. 19).... 


....$1.1826 

....€0.8456 

.$1.34 

.109.00 

...1,105.00 


.0.3769 

...$1.3095/0.7637 

.1.3043 

.6.9401 

.6.4916 

.17.9086 

...$1.1493/0.8701 

.7.8385 

280 94 

.3.6574 

.112.55 

.0.3033 

8 2308 

.53.96 

.3.74 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan(Yen) 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


..0.9958 

....32.59 

....5.5839 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 







































Friday, October 19,2018 


•Stars and Stripes* 




Page 21 


Weekend 



Elvis 

Costello 

Music, Page 36 



Amandia Stenberg 
still searching 
for her voice 

Profile, Page 24 

19-year-old star 
shines in film that 
transcends YA tag 

Review, Page 25 








Page 22 




Stars and Stripes 


Friday, October 19,2018 


WEEKEND: GADGETS & TECH 



Don Ryan/AP 

Urban Airship executive Mike Herrick is shown at his desk Oct. 2 in Portland, Ore. The 
tensions between Herrick’s pride in his profession and his parental qualms about technology 
tug hardest when he sees his daughter, Lauren, and her friends texting instead of talking. 


Even tech execs fret about 
their kids' phone addictions 


By Michael Liedtke 

Associated Press 

L ike a lot of parents, Mike Herrick oc¬ 
casionally sees his 13-year-old daugh¬ 
ter getting lost in her smartphone and 
wonders: Is technology messing with 
children’s brains, even as it enlightens and em¬ 
powers them in ways that weren’t possible when 
his generation grew up? 

What sets Herrick apart is his job. He is a prod¬ 
uct and engineering executive at Urban Airship, 
a company in Portland, Ore., that makes online 
tools that send the kind of relentless notifications 
that make people act like bears near a honey pot. 

The tensions between the pride Herrick takes 
in his profession and his parental qualms about 
technology tug particularly hard when he sees his 
daughter, Lauren, and her friends texting each 
other instead of talking — when they’re sitting 
5 feet apart. Or when he hears a friend jokingly 
describe him as a “mobile arms dealer.” 

At times like those, Herrick worries that 
technology might be having a corrosive effect on 
society, even though he feels no regrets about his 
job because he unequivocally believes that Urban 
Airship’s tools are a net benefit to people. 

“You can’t help but feel the juxtaposition,” says 
Herrick, 44. “The power of this age we live in is 
that it has given everyone access to all this infor¬ 
mation and the ability to stay connected to people, 
but how do we manage it better?” 

It’s a question besetting other technology ex¬ 
ecutives, too. Many say they’re trying to reconcile 
their fulfillment from working in a financially 
rewarding industry that they say has made life 
more efficient, enjoyable and affordable for 
people with their misgivings as parents about the 
addictiveness of devices and social media that 
now define much of daily life. 

Technology “can be like opening your refrig¬ 
erator door when you are hungry and just staring 
into the abyss,” says Keith Messick, chief mar¬ 
keting officer for Dialpad, a specialist in phone 
systems that incorporate voice controls and other 
artificial intelligence. “That’s when I recoil just a 
little bit.” 

He is especially troubled when he sees his own 
13-year-old son mindlessly thumb at his screen. 


Messick also worries that the ease of texting and 
posting on social media is turning kids into poor 
communicators who write things they’d never 
say in person or in a phone conversation — on 
the rare occasion when they use their devices to 
make a call. 

“This is the world we live in,” Messick says. He 
says he still believes that technology’s “positives 
far outweigh the negatives.” 

Most parents have similarly mixed feelings 
about technology, 
whether or not they 
work in the industry. 
About two-thirds of 
US. parents worry 
that their teenage 
children spend too 
much time immersed 
in a screen, accord¬ 
ing to a survey re¬ 
leased in late August 
by the Pew Research 
Center. Nearly three- 
fourths of parents 
said they thought 
their teenagers were 
sometimes distracted 
by their phones dur¬ 
ing conversations 
with them. 

Yet 86 percent of 
the parents say they’re very or somewhat confi¬ 
dent that they have determined an appropriate 
amount of screen time for their teens. 

Instagram co-founder Kevin Systrom thinks 
features for parents to monitor and control their 
children’s device use is a good idea. He is already 
vowing to limit his now-lO-month-old daughter’s 
eventual exposure to devices and social media. 

At the same time, Systrom, 34, credits his own 
early fascination with technology for inspiring 
him to create Instagram — an app with more 
than 1 billion users whose success has built him 
an estimated personal fortune of $1.5 billion. 

“Obviously, like anything — whether it’s food, 
or drink — moderation is key,” Systrom says. “I 
think we are in a world where we have to develop 
opinions on what that moderation is and how to 
do it.” 


■ The power of 

i this age we live 
in is that it has 
given everyone 
access to all this 
information and 
the ability to stay 
connected to 
people, but how 
- do we manage it 
I better?^ 

Mike Herrick 

Urban Airship executive 
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GADGET WATCH 

Activity tracker looks 
like classic timepiece 


By Gregg Ellman 

Tribune News Service 

T he Misfit Path is high on 
my list of favorite activ¬ 
ity trackers. 

So many trackers out 
there are just plain ugly. The 
Path, though, has a timeless, 
classic appearance. It’s a hybrid 
smartwatch that’s really 
fashionable, with the 
look of a traditional 
watch. 

I tested the 
stainless steel 
watch with the 
black sports 
strap. It quickly 
replaced my 
regular watch. 

The Misfit Path 
hybrid smartwatch 
has a sleek, minimalist 
design that auto¬ 
matically tracks steps, 
distance, calories and sleep. It 
lightly vibrates when I get a call 
or text, and can be set to vibrate 
for smartphone app alerts. There 
are also smart alarms and move¬ 
ment reminders for when I sit too 
long. 

There are two buttons on the 
side; one shows my progress and 
the other controls music, takes 
pictures and has a find your 
phone feature. 

I love are the integration with 
fitness apps like My Fitness Pal. 
The Misfit app connects my Path 
(or another Misfit device like 
Shine or Ray) to the app to share 
my activity for the day, allow¬ 
ing me to add negative calories 
from my daily activities and 
working out automatically. The 
Path also changes time zones 
automatically. It is swim-proof 
and water- resistant to 50 meters 
and has a non-charging, replace¬ 
able CR2025 battery, which lasts 
up to 6 months. The straps are 
easily interchangeable. 

Online: misfit.com; $149.99, 
Available in four colors 

Kingston’s Nucleum USB 
Type-C Hub is one-stop shop¬ 
ping for connecting just about 
every device and accessory to 
your laptop. 

The Hub is only 5.0-by-1.8- 
by-0.6 inches with a single cable 
attaching to a USB-C connection, 
which plugs into the computer. 

From there, you can connect 
up to seven devices simulta¬ 


neously, including power, a 
smartphone charger and other 
accessories like a mouse or key¬ 
board. An additional monitor can 
also be connected. 

It also has an HDMI port to 
output to a 4K UHD or Full 
HD 1080p monitor or projector. 
There’s a built-in memory card 
reader for SD microSD 
cards, or you can con¬ 
nect an external card 
reader to one of the 
USB A slots. 

One of the USB-C 
ports has a power 
icon, which means it 
allows pass-through 
charging. 

No matter what 
I tried to connect, 
everything worked 
perfectly on my Apple 
MacBook Pro. 

Online: kingstongo. 
com; $50.93 

The Nanoleaf remote is a 
dodecahedron-shaped remote 
to control HomeKit smart home 
accessories and Nanoleaf Light 
Panels in colorful style. 

The 12-sided, light-up Blue¬ 
tooth-enabled device looks like 
a speaker, but it’s not. Instead, 
each face of the remote can be 
programmed for a different 
smart home scene or command, 
which is controlled by sensors 
inside the Nanoleaf 

You can easily 
create a com¬ 
mon scene 
with specific 
lights, tem¬ 
perature 
and enter¬ 
tainment 
devices turned 
Nanoleaf/tns on. Your devices 
are connected 
to your HomeKit’s hub, which 
then connects to the Nanoleaf for 
controlling. 

After you plug in 2 A A bat¬ 
teries for power and snap the 
remote together, you can start 
programming it with the Home- 
Kit or Nanoleaf app or even use 
the pre-programmed scenes. 

The Nanoleaf remote is 
a HomeKit experience and 
requires at least iOS8, along 
with a Home Hub (Apple TV, 
iPad, or HomePod). On Android, 
the Nanoleaf remote requires 
Android 5. 

Online: nanoleaf me; $49.99 



Misfit/TNS 



The Nucleum 
USB Type- 
C Hub can 
connect just 
necessary 
device to a 
laptop. 

Kingston/TNS 
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CHECK IT OUT 


Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time 


1 

Roseanne’s TV family 
keeps on truckin’ 

It feels like the social media brouhaha 
over Roseanne Barr’s racist tweet, and 
subsequent firing from the show she cre¬ 
ated, happened yesterday. And yet, here 
comes the Roseanne-less reboot. “The 
Conners” picks up the family’s story, 
minus its spunky matriarch. 

A press release from ABC states that “a 
sudden turn of events” forces the fam¬ 
ily to face the daily struggles of life “in a 
way they never have before.” John Good¬ 
man, Sara Gilbert, Laurie Metcalf and 
the rest of the cast return, and presum¬ 
ably will have more time in the spotlight. 
The premiere episode, “Keep on Truck¬ 
in’,” addresses Roseanne’s departure 
— in a way that the actress herself did 
not seem to care for, based on her reac¬ 
tion on social media. 

• Series premiere of The Conners’ airs 
Friday on AFN-Pulse. 

• Read more about the cast of The 
Conners’ on Page 43. 



ABC 


Former “Roseanne” stars (clockwise from top) Michael Fishman, Lecy Goranson, Laurie Metcalf, Sara Gilbert and John 
Goodman get a new sitcom start on “The Conners,” which premieres Friday on AFN-Pulse. 


2 

Garner goes ‘Camping’ 

Jennifer Garner (“Alias,” a long time ago) 
returns to series television in the offbeat com¬ 
edy “Camping.” She plays 
an obsessive control freak 
who plans a trip to the 
great outdoors for family 
and friends to celebrate her 
husband’s (David Tennant) 
45th birthday. If you’ve 
ever been camping, you 
know how much can go 
wrong. No doubt it all will on this show. 

• The series premiere of ‘Camping’ airs 
Friday on AFN-Spectrum. 


3 

Picoult takes on abortion 

Bestselling author Jodi Picoult isn’t one to 
avoid controversial subjects. She prefers to 
dive right in, from the 
safety of the fiction genre. 

Picoult, whose novels have 
previously tackled school 
shootings and racism, 
takes on the abortion de¬ 
bate in ‘A Spark of Light.” 

Her story covers all angles, 
and succeeds in encourag¬ 
ing deeper thought on a 
tough subject. 

• Profile and book review on Page 38. 


4 

‘Black Ops 4’ lots of fun 

The latest “Call of Duty” video game, “Black 
Ops 4,” is both fresh and familiar. There’s no 
single-player campaign 
this time, which is quite a 
change of direction for the 
franchise from Treyarch. 

But its battle royale 
mode, “Blackout,” is get¬ 
ting so much praise from 
gamers, it seems no one 
will miss the single-player 
option. Also a hit: Time¬ 
traveling zombie missions. 

• Full game review on Page 26. 
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Art and 


finding her voice, ‘The Hate U Give’ 
dvlIVISHI star Stenberg is not afraid to speak out 



By Jake Coyle 
Associated Press 

A ctress Amandla Stenberg was 
named after a 1989 Miles 
Davis album — a lush, Afri¬ 
can-tinged funk fusion that 
takes its name from the Zulu and Xhosa 
word for “power.” 

In South Africa under apartheid, 
“amandla” was — and still is — a rally¬ 
ing cry against oppression. It’s a lot for 
Stenberg to live up to. 

“You think?” she asks, laughing and 
thanking her mother for the heavy 
responsibility. Then she turns more se¬ 
rious. “It’s something I keep very close 
to my heart.” 

Stenberg has already done much to 
embody her namesake. At 19, she has 
become the face of a new Hollywood, 
one that fuses the personal with the 
political. 

She is a confident, social media- 
savvy, outspoken, young, gay, Afri¬ 
can-American woman who, like many 
others of her generation, has little inter¬ 
est in contributing to the stereotypes or 
biases of the past. 

In “The Hate U Give,” Stenberg has 
found a perfect amalgamation of art 
and activism. Based on Angie Thomas’ 
Black Lives Matter-inspired 2017 
best-seller, George Tillman Jr.’s drama 
is about 16-year-old Starr Carter, who 
— like Stenberg did growing up in 
South Los Angeles — shuttles between 
worlds — her predominantly black 
neighborhood and her largely white, 
privileged high school. 

When she sees a white police officer 
shoot and kill her unarmed friend, 

Starr must decide whether to speak out. 

Starr eventually finds her voice. 
Sternberg has, too, but says she’s not 
done growing yet. 

“I’m finding my voice right now, as 
we speak,” she said, smiling, during a 
recent interview. 

It’s a theme that Stenberg returns to 
again and again: That whatever label 
has been put on her isn’t necessarily 
who she is — or who she will remain. 

“I experience intersections of identity,” 
she says. “Everyone does.” 

Even the word “activist” doesn’t sit 
quite right with her. 

“I made a video that went viral and 
since then, everything I’ve said or done 
has been politicized,” says Stenberg, 
who gained fame from her break¬ 
through role as Rue in “The Hunger 
Games.” 

The video, titled “Don’t Cash Crop on 
My Cornrows,” was a high school histo¬ 
ry project in which Sternberg analyzed 
the appropriation of black culture. 

After Stenberg posted it on her Tumblr, 
it was watched by millions. One viewer 
was Thomas, who was in the midst of 
writing her young-adult novel. 

“I remember watching it and I was 
like: That’s exactly who I want Starr to 
be,” Thomas says about Stenberg and 
her unfolding career. “I can’t wait until 
10 years from now when I’m like, ‘Yep, 
she was in my adaptation. That’s when 
it really took off’ I’m going to have 
bragging points on that one.” 


Stenberg’s education began with her 
mother, who schooled her on the likes 
of “Roots,” “The Color Purple” and 
Nina Simone. From the age of 10, she 
commuted from Leimert Park to the 
Wildwood School near Santa Monica. 
About four years ago, she began to feel 
emboldened by others on social media. 

On Instagram, she has been a 
forceful voice on diversity and gen¬ 
der equality. Stenberg has said she 
removed herself from contention for a 
“Black Panther” role because she felt 
the part shouldn’t go to a light-skinned 
woman of color. When some questioned 
whether Starr should also be dark- 
skinned, Stenberg responded thought¬ 
fully about “my role in the quest for 
onscreen diversity and the sensitivity I 
must have towards the colorism that I 
do not experience.” 

Stenberg came out in an interview 
earlier this year. After watching Chris¬ 
tine Blasey Ford’s testimony, Stenberg 
penned an op-ed for Teen Vogue about 
her two experiences of sexual assault. 

“I would love to change the fabric of 
Hollywood,” she says, laughing at the 
bravado of how that sounds. “I’m really 
just being myself I also think there’s a 
huge movement that’s been started and 
continues that’s completely indepen¬ 
dent of me but that I’ve been included 
in now, that’s been well on its way for a 
long time.” 

Much of “The Hate U Give” involves 
Starr’s relationship with her father, 
a reformed drug dealer played com- 
mandingly by Russell Hornsby. His 
mentoring of Stenberg, she says, mir¬ 
rored the film. Hornsby’s regular fiow 
of advice was “the best tough love I’ve 
ever received,” she says. 

“She’s a beautiful, beautiful spirit,” 
Hornsby says of Stenberg, whose own 
father is Danish. “The role and her 
activism and where she’s at in life, ev¬ 
erything is just perfectly aligned. This 
is the role she was meant to do.” 

The production wasn’t easy. Sten¬ 
berg says she had residual trauma for 
months following the shooting scene 
and still vividly recalls seeing fake 


blood on her shoe. 

Worse, some scenes needed to be reshot 
long after the fact, when it was revealed 
that Kian Lawley, a white actor who had 
been cast as Starr’s boyfriend, had previ¬ 
ously been videotaped in a racist tirade. 
He was recast. “The irony of that was not 
lost on us,” says Stenberg. 

What’s most striking about the young 
actor, both on camera and off, is her pre¬ 
ternatural poise. When she speaks about 
social issues, she is just naturally express¬ 
ing herself For a so-called firebrand, she 
is gentle and warm. 

“The world is being revolutionized so 
quickly,” she adds. “It’s the first time as a 
black actress that I’ve seen these types of 


roles be available to someone who looks 
like me. Hopefully, we can bring some 
honesty to the screen.” 

Asked what she wants, Stenberg excit¬ 
edly responds: “I want to direct!” But the 
main thing, she says, is that she doesn’t 
want to be confined by a media-pre¬ 
scribed image. 

“I want a little more freedom to figure 
myself out as an artist,” Stenberg says. 
“One article comes out and makes it feel 
like you’re set in stone. Identity is re¬ 
ally fluid, especially at the age I’m at. It’s 
going to change 50 million times, and I’m 
going to figure out exactly how I want to 
express myself” 

She smiles. “And I want to have fun.” 
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Amandia Stenberg shines 
in powerful 'Hate U Give' 


By Katie Walsh 

Tribune News Service 

B ased on the novel of the same name by 
Angie Thomas, George Tillman Jr.’s 
“The Hate U Give,” adapted by Audrey 
Wells, is a story about young adults grap¬ 
pling with very large problems that have an over¬ 
whelming effect on young people, such as police 
brutality, gang warfare and state violence. 

“The Hate U Give” finally gives the magnetic 
young performer Amandia Stenberg a vehicle 
worthy of her talents. Having shone in medio¬ 
cre efforts like “Everything, Everything” and 
“The Darkest Minds,” the film gives her a role 
to really sink her teeth into with the character 
of Starr Carter. Her father. Maverick (Russell 
Hornsby), a former gang member-turned-grocery 
store owner, instilled the Black Panther 10-point 
program in his children from a young age, instill¬ 
ing in them the knowledge both of the unfair and 
corrupt criminal justice and economic system, 
but also of their personal power. He trains his 
three children, Starr, Seven (Lamar Johnson) and 
Sekani (TJ Wright), to comply obediently with 
police to keep themselves as safe as possible in 
the event of an inevitable run-in with the law. 

Starr is well-versed in presenting herself as 
non-threatening to white people, a skill she’s also 
developed at her private school, where she deftly 
code-switches for her white friends and white 
boyfriend, Chris (K. J. Apa). Although they freely 
appropriate rap music and black slang, Starr must 
be agreeable and amicable at all times. She walks 
a tenuous but manageable line that becomes 


unbearable when she becomes the sole witness to 
the police shooting of an unarmed black teen, her 
childhood friend Khalil (Algee Smith). 

“The Hate U Give” follows the community as it 
reels from the murder of a young man as protests 
erupt and the King Lords gang attempts to silence 
Starr for speaking of Khalil’s dealing drugs. But 
the center of the story is not Garden Heights, the 
Carter family or even Khalil. It is how Starr deals 
with her responsibility to her friend, her role as a 
witness and her own self-preservation instincts. 

The film would not work without an actor of 
Stenberg’s capabilities. Starr’s struggle with her 
identity and instincts is palpable, and she keeps 
the film grounded in reality even when it threat¬ 
ens to spiral off into outlandish melodrama. When 
Starr finally lets go of her instincts to save herself, 
she lands in the midst of a chaotic protest verging 
on a riot. A young lawyer and activist (Issa Rae) 
hands her a megaphone. “Are you ready to use 
your weapon?” she asks Starr, who steps on the 
hood of a car and speaks truth to power. 

The police push back and the crowd is violently 
dispersed. Fires and violence rage anyway, but 
something has changed in Starr, who has finally 
lifted her voice, and, it seems, won’t ever stop. 
Speaking her truth clears the channel for Starr’s 
power, and she is allowed to shine the way her fa¬ 
ther named her. While there are moments where 
“The Hate U Give” could use more restraint, 
what it proves is that restraint is ill-advised when 
it comes to sharing your voice, and your truth. 

“The Hate U Give” is rated PG-13 for mature thematic 
elements, some violence, drug material and strong 
language. Running time: 132 minutes. 



‘What They Had’ 

At the urging of her brother 
(played by Michael Shannon), a 
woman (Hillary Swank, at right in 
photo) returns home to Chicago to 
visit her father and mother — the 
latter suffering from Alzheimer’s 
disease — in “What They Had.” 
Co-starring Blythe Danner, left. 
“What They Had” is rated R 
for language and a brief sexual 
reference. Running time: 98 
minutes. 

Courtesy of Bleecker Street 



'Halloween’ slashes again 


By Jake Coyle 
Associated Press 

W ith hollow eyes and 
sagging cheeks, the 
fiabby white mask 
of Michael Myers is 
horror’s great blank slate. Project 
your fears here, it says. Myers 
doesn’t speak. His movements 
never rise beyond a deliberate 
gait (well, aside from all the stab¬ 
bing and stranghng). Even his 
name is purposefully bland. 

Decades after John Carpenter’s 
slasher landmark, David Gordon 
Green has resurrected the face¬ 
less Boogeyman of “Halloween” 
and set him loose on another Hal¬ 
loween night, 40 years later. 

While Green’s “Halloween,” 
which he penned with Danny 
McBride and Jeff Fradley, has 
faithfully adopted much of what 
so resonated in Carpenter’s 
genre-creating film — the stoic 
killer, the gruesome execu¬ 
tions, the suburban nightmares 
— what makes his “Halloween” 
such a thrill is how it deviates 
from its long-ago predecessor. 

Setting the template for 
countless slashers to follow. 
Carpenter’s film often reserved 
its most painful endings for more 
promiscuous girls or drug-using 
teens. As a grim reaper carrying 
out a metaphorical reckoning, 
Michael had questionable biases. 

But what Carpenter did do 
was equate sex with violence, 
a connection that Green has 
elaborated on with a more 
feminist streak. Having survived 
the “Babysitter Murders” of 40 
years ago, Laurie Strode (a fabu¬ 
lously fierce Jamie Lee Curtis, 
reprising the role that was her 
film debut) is now a self-de¬ 
scribed “twice-divorced basket 
case” living in a run-down house 
on the outskirts of the fictional 
Haddonfield, Ill. She has turned 
her home into a training ground 
and domestic fortification 
(beneath the kitchen island is a 
well-armed shelter) for the sec¬ 
ond coming of Michael (original 
cast member Nick Castle) she’s 
always been sure will happen. 

Her daughter (Judy Greer) and 
her son-in-law (Toby Huss) have 
grown tired of Strode’s fanatical 
survivalist paranoia. Certain 
that the world isn’t so bad a place 
as Strode insists, they plead for 
her to get over it. Their high- 
school daughter, Allyson (Andi 
Matichak) isn’t so sure, and she 


naturally gravitates to the grand¬ 
mother she’s been shielded from. 

The curiosity of “Serial”-like 
podcast joumahsts (Jefferson 
Hall, Rhian Rees) introduces us 
to both the locked-up Myers and 
the withdrawn Strode. Before 
curtly dismissing them. Strode 
insists their investigation into 
Myers is pointless. “There’s 
nothing to learn,” says Strode, 
surely no fan of, say, neo-Nazi 
newspaper features. Hunt evil, 
she believes, don’t analyze it. It’s 
a message peppered throughout 
“Halloween” with clear reference 
to today (and to some of the earli¬ 
er “Halloween” installments that 
sought to understand Michael). 

Needless to say, both those who 
dismiss Strode’s deep-seated 
trauma and those who would 
rather study evil than confront it 
are gonna get their comeuppance. 
When Michael is transferred 
to another facility, hell predict¬ 
ably breaks loose. Once Michael 
is again stalking the suburban 
streets of Haddonfield, custom 
kitchens start seeing their cutlery 
disappear, and the shadows and 
closets of seemingly safe neigh¬ 
borhoods are again rife with 
danger. Evil — soulless and un- 
killable — lurks everywhere, even 
if it does wear a silly mask. 

Green, the sometimes brilliant, 
sometimes confounding filmmak¬ 
er of art-house indies (“George 
Washington”), broader comedies 
(“Pineapple Express”) and, more 
recently, a few starry studio proj¬ 
ects (“Our Brand Is Crisis”), can’t 
recreate the eeriness of Car¬ 
penter’s original. But he pumps 
more blood into the story, both 
literally and figuratively. Foggy 
nights and gas-station bathrooms 
turn predictably gory, more so 
than the original. But the scenes 
that fall between those forebod¬ 
ing, twinkling piano notes have 
far more warmth and spirit than 
you’d expect. You almost wish 
Green — easily the most talented 
filmmaker in the franchise since 
Carpenter — was instead making 
something original here on the 
same streets, with the same cast 
(including the scene-steahng 
Miles Robbins) and none of the 
skull crushing. 

But there are rituals to ob¬ 
serve, and this “Halloween” lives 
up to its name. 

“Halloween” is ratelf R for horror 

violence and bloody images, language, 
brief drug use and nudity. Running 
time: 105 minutes. 
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'Call of Duty: Black Ops 4' 
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By Brian Bowers 
Stars and Stripes 

evelopers at Treyarch have accomplished 
something truly unusual with “Call of Duty: 
Black Ops 4.” 

They’ve eliminated a franchise cornerstone 
while still offering a satisfying array of content. And 
they’ve created a game that doesn’t break any new 
ground, but still feels incredibly fresh. 

First, “Black Ops” games — which are developed 
by Treyarch for Activision — are known for intense 
single-player campaigns, fast-paced multiplayer 
competition and zombie survival modes. But this time 
around, there’s no campaign. 

Initially, I thought this was a titanic mistake. And 
admittedly. I’d probably still be happier if one were 

included, since that’s usually 
my favorite part of any game. 
However, the addition of a 
battle royale mode — called 
“Blackout” — and changes to 
other modes help compensate 
for the loss. 

Second, the game’s multi¬ 
player and zombie modes and 
even “Blackout” are things 
we’ve seen before. Despite 
that, additions and refine¬ 
ments made to each of these 
offerings feel like something 
very new. 

“Blackout” is getting most 
Hi /oro 11 rrrorla attention from gam- 

UVGrdll gldOG: ers. Battle royale games were 

A propelled into the gaming 

stratosphere over the past 
year by “PlayerUnknown’s 

_ Battlegrounds” and “Fort- 

nite.” It seems only natural 
that one of the top shooter franchises would jump on 
the bandwagon. 

“Blackout” most resembles “PlayerUnknown’s Battle¬ 
grounds” — aka “PUBG.” A hundred players parachute 
onto a sprawhng battlefield for solo or team matches. 
They start with no gear, so they must gather their 
weapons, ammo, medic kits and armor from buildings 
scattered around the area. They then blast away at each 
other until there’s only one player or team left standing. 
To ensure that the players actually make contact with 
one another, a “ring of death” periodically contracts and 
reduces the area available for fighting or hiding. 

The “Black Ops 4” battle royale brings smooth “Call 





tings, balanced combat and wild action. My favorite 
was the shipboard adventure, but it seemed that match¬ 
making was much quicker for “IX,” which leads me to 
believe that it’s the early crowd favorite. 

The traditional “Call of Duty” multiplayer options are 



Photos courtesy of Activision 


“Call of Duty: Black Ops 4” features a battle royale 
game mode called Blackout where up to 100 users 
engage in last-man-standing gameplay. 

of Duty” mechanics and good graphics to the table. It 
also adds perks that boost fighting abilities and familiar 
characters and locations from previous “Call of Duty” 
games. Best of all, it adds zombies in a few spots — such 
as the asylum, which is straight out of the “Verruckt” 
mission in the original “Nazi Zombies.” When you go 
toe to toe with the AI zombies, you’ll earn some decent 
loot for your trouble. 

With the absence of a campaign, my favorite portion 
of the game is its full-fledged zombies mode. I’m always 
a big fan, but there’s even more to like this time around. 
Instead of starting with one zombie mission and adding 
others later, “Black Ops 4” starts with three missions. 

The game introduces four new zombie hunters in 
“Voyage of Despair.” The team intends to rid the world 
of the undead threat by snagging a mystical artifact 
carried aboard the Titanic. Players quickly discover 
that the deadly iceberg was the least of the ship’s 
problems. A second mission features the same team in 
a different setting. They are magically transported to 
an unusual Roman amphitheater where they are forced 
to fight zombies for sport in a mission titled “IX.” 
Fortunately, they are still equipped with modem-era 
weapons — and a few from science fiction as well. And 
for those who prefer the familiar World War II warriors 
from the original “Nazi Zombies,” there’s “Blood of the 
Dead.” This time, the quartet fights through the undead 
hordes inhabiting Alcatraz. 

All three of the missions offer well-constructed set- 


all represented as well. There’s team death match, free- 
for-aU and several objective-based scenarios. However, 
these have been given a big boost by several small but 
important changes in the gameplay mechanics. 

First, there are no superhuman abilities, hke wall¬ 
running and long-distance leaping, which made some 
previous “Call of Duty” games seem almost frantic. This 
brings the game to the ground in a good way. Players 
must think more tactically and work together to ac¬ 
complish their objectives. Another nice change is the 
addition of a self-healing mechanic. If you get hit and are 
able to backpedal away from combat, you can give your¬ 
self a healing injection. This allows you to stay in the 
fight longer and makes your squad much more cohesive. 

Again, the battlegrounds are all very well construct¬ 
ed, providing plenty of opportunities for interesting 
— and balanced — encounters. 

For multiplayer matches, players can pick from 10 
specialists with unique weapons and abilities. For 
example, you can choose to wield a flame-thrower, 
supply your squad with healing and ammo or provide 
them with electronic eyes. But be aware, these weapons 
and abilities aren’t available at all times. Each requires 
a cooldown time between uses. As a result, traditional 
marksmanship and maneuverability are much more 
important to overall success. 

Learning how to use each of these weapons and abili¬ 
ties provides the closest thing “Black Ops 4” has to a 
campaign. Each specialist comes with a tutorial and a 
skirmish that helps you learn and practice their skills. 
Completing them takes a few hours and also unlocks 
videos that describe the specialists’ back stories and 
the reason they’ve come together. 

Although I enjoyed the skirmishes and the activities 
in the tutorials, I was turned off by a couple of aspects. 
Many of the backstory videos were unpleasantly brutal. 
Fortunately, at the beginning of the game, you are given 
the option of toning these down. In addition, your “train¬ 
er” in the tutorials is crass, vulgar and vicious. I ended 
up concluding that the bland narration of other tutorials 
is preferable. That — and countless traumatic amputa¬ 
tions in battle — help give the game a Mature rating. 

As I mentioned before. I’m a big fan of single-player 
campaigns. However, I have several friends who play 
“Call of Duty” relentlessly and have never played a 
single minute of any campaign. With its robust selec¬ 
tion of online multiplayer battlers, this is the perfect 
game for them. But those battles are so well designed, 
“Black Ops 4” is also a great game for people like me. 

Grade: A 

Platforms: PlayStation 4, Xbox One, PC 

Online: www.callofduty.com/blackops4 

A copy of the game was provided by Activision for 
review purposes. 



More game reviews at stripes.com/games 
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An easy hike through Karstal Gorge in Palatinate Forest 
provides visitors with plenty of good photo opportunities 


By Brian Ferguson 
Stars and Stripes 

F all is upon us, and the leaves on the trees 
are peaking in color. 

The rush is on to get those beautiful fall 
photographs before the sky turns gray 
and the trees go naked. 

About 8 miles south of Kaiserslautern, there is 
a place where photos exist at every turn and the 
light shines through the trees with a heavenly 
glow. 

Karlstalschlucht, or Karlstal Gorge, in the 
Palatinate Forest, was designed by Friedrich 
Ludwig von Sckell, a famous German landscape 
gardener in the 1780s. The Moosalbe stream trail 
has a gazebo, benches and several wooden foot 
bridges that cross over the stream. 

Large moss-covered boulders line the hillside 
and stream, and there are plenty of places to 
stop for a photo or selfie. Be careful; the moss is 
slippery. 


The water flows quickly over the rocks, creating 
small waterfalls, great for long-exposure pho¬ 
tos. All one needs is a tripod and a little camera 
knowledge. Setting your camera to a three- or 
four-second shutter will give you a photo worthy 
of displaying. 

A cellphone also can be used to create stunning 
photographs. There’s no need to hire someone; 
just point and shoot. Even at noon, the trees break 
up the light and what is left rivals a professional 
photo studio. 

Up the hill in Trippstadt is Klug’sche Muehle, 
a restaurant with great food, cold beer and even a 
playground for the kids. Ducks and white swans 
swim in the pond next to the restaurant and seem 
to be used to humans. 

With more than 30 hiking trails in the area, the 
choices for exploring are endless. It can be an 
easy hike, or for those wanting adventure, just get 
off the path. 




Above: A family walks over 
one of the many bridges in 
Karlstalschlucht, or Karstal Gorge, 
in Germany’s Palatinate Forest. 

Right: A swan enjoys the pond 
outside the restaurant Klug’sche 
Muehle in Trippstadt. 

Far right: The Moosalbe stream is 
great for long-exposure photos. 

Photos by Brian pERGUSON/Stars and Stripes 


ON THE QT 

DIRECTIONS 

The recommended starting 
point for the Karlstalschlucht is 
on the L500 just outside Tripp¬ 
stadt. Just follow the main street, 
Hauptstrasse, through town, and 
continue as it turns into Karlstal- 
strasse. Keep right to stay on the 
road, also known as the L500. 
There’s a pull-off near the trail 
head and a big parking lot about 
150 yards farther down the road 
on the left. 


TIMES 

Open all year. 

COSTS 

Free 

FOOD 

Klug’sche Muehle, Wilensteiner- 
muehle 1, 67705 Trippstadt 

INFORMATION 

www.trippstadt.de/entdecken/ 

karlstalschlucht.html 

— Brian Ferguson 
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Cornering Europe's wall-to-wall history 



Rick STEVEs/Ricksteves.com 


A few stretches of the Berlin Wall still stand, such as in the Mauerpark, where artists 
continue to leave their mark. 


’m so glad borders and walls are out 
of fashion in Europe. The continent’s 
many proud nations don’t always 
get along, but they have learned to 
respect each other — making it possible 
for peace to flourish. 

Historically, though, Europe has a rich 
past when it comes to wall building. At 
one point or another, most of Europe’s 
great cities — Paris, London, Rome, Flor¬ 
ence, Milan, Barcelona, Vienna and many 
more — were all contained within walls, 
constructed during ancient and medieval 
times to defend against invaders. Most of 
these walls were torn down long ago to 
allow cities to expand beyond their his¬ 
toric centers. But some remain intact and 
well-preserved; in places like Dubrovnik 
(Croatia), Rothenburg (Germany) and 
Carcassonne (France), visitors can actu¬ 
ally stroll atop these city walls. 

One of my favorite ancient wall expe¬ 
riences is Hadrian’s Wall, the remains 
of the fortiflcation built by the Romans 
occupying Britain nearly 2,000 years ago. 
This great stone wall stretched 73 miles 
from coast to coast across the narrowest 
part of northern England, where Britan¬ 
nia stopped and the barbarian land that 
would someday be Scotland began. 

More than just a simple barrier, Hadri¬ 
an’s Wall was a cleverly designed military 
rampart manned by 20,000 troops. At 
every mile there was a small fort guard¬ 
ing a gate. In recent decades, two of these 
forts have been turned into museums, 
where visitors can see the ruins up close, 
view ancient artifacts and get a sense of 
life in this distant corner of Europe. Pon¬ 
dering these desolate ruins, you can imag¬ 
ine the bleakness of being a young Roman 
soldier stationed here centuries ago. 

Hadrian’s Wall is also much loved by 
hikers, who enjoy following the wall as it 


meanders up and down the natural con¬ 
tours of the land. 

While a visit to Hadrian’s Wall is 
intriguing, for me, the most poignant and 
memorable wall experiences are those 
from Europe’s recent past. These walls 
— once produced 
out of fear and 
intolerance, now 
symbolize peace 
and progress. 

For example, 
during the Trou¬ 
bles — the 30- 
year conflict that 
wracked Northern 
Ireland — so- 
called “peace 
walls” went up all 
over Belfast to separate the two sectarian 
communities — Catholic Nationalists and 
Protestant Unionists. But now, instead of 
helping to keep the peace by segregating 
the two groups, these walls offer a place 
for visitors to leave messages of hope. 

Like the peace walls in Belfast, the Len¬ 
non Wall in Prague is slathered in graffiti 
and ideas about peace, love and freedom. 
Back in Cold War times, when the Czech 
people were like birds locked in a cage, 
John Lennon and the Beatles’ song lyrics 
gave them hope and vision. When Lennon 
was killed in 1980, this large wall near the 
Charles Bridge was spontaneously cov¬ 
ered with memorial graffiti. Night after 
night, the police would paint over the “All 
You Need Is Love” and “Imagine” graf¬ 
fiti. And day after day, it would reappear. 
Today, the wall remains a colorful and 
nostalgic place to visit. 

Of course, the most famous wall from 
Cold War times is the 96-mile-long bar¬ 
rier that was built in 1961, encircling West 
Berlin and making it an island of freedom 
in communist East Germany. While most 


of the Wall was torn down decades ago, 
remnants remain, including at the Berlin 
Wall Memorial, where a long stretch has 
been preserved as a memorial to the vic¬ 
tims of the Cold War. 

The memorial features two museums 
and a long, narrow park that runs for 
nearly a mile alongside the most complete 
surviving stretch of the wall. The park is 
dotted with memorials and information 
displays, and occupies what was once the 
notorious “death strip” — the no-man’s- 
land between East and West where an 
obstacle course of barbed wire, tire-spike 
strips and other devices was designed to 
stop would-be escapees. 

The memorial ends at the Mauerpark 
(Mauer is German for “wall”). Stand¬ 


ing on a ridge next to a fragment of the 
Wall on a recent sunny Sunday, I survey 
the scene. The death strip now hosts the 
world’s biggest karaoke party, kids run 
around the playground — and the Wall is 
a canvas for spray-painters. 

I’ve seen a lot of walls in my travels, and 
they’re always a thought-provoking expe¬ 
rience. They’re also a hopeful reminder 
that while struggles remain, Europe has 
tackled differences — by tearing down 
walls and instead building bridges be¬ 
tween its diverse citizens. 

Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) writes 
European travei guidebooks and hosts travel 
shows on public television and public radio. Email 
him at rickdiricksteves.com and follow his blog on 
Facebook. 



Rick Steves 


TOP TRAVEL PICKS 


Stuttgart’s night shift 

A snooze on Saturday after¬ 
noon might be the order of the 
day, as there will be plenty to see 
and do late into the night on Oct. 
20, the annual Stuttgartnacht. 

From 7 p.m. until midnight, 

60 venues from museums to 
governmental buildings, cin¬ 
emas, churches, clubs, theaters, 
schools and other spaces are 
transformed into backdrops 
and stages for performances, 
concerts, guided tours and other 
forms of entertainment. A hand¬ 
ful of venues offer a “night shift,” 
remaining open until 2 a.m. 

Tours and activities are of¬ 
fered throughout all sections 
of Stuttgart. Twelve different 
routes are proposed, allowing 
visitors to choose what to take in 
within a relatively small area. 
The “Mein Programm” app 
allows one to set aside up to 30 
events in a personal diary. The 
tour near the Town Hall cel¬ 
ebrates the 50th anniversary of 
the partnership between Stutt¬ 
gart and Mumbai with a Bol¬ 
lywood stage show, henna hand 
tattoos, Indian food and drink 
and a DJ playing Indian beats 
late into the night. Other things 
to do in the area include listen¬ 
ing to a jazz quartet or a taking a 
ghost tour led in English. 

Tickets are available online 
or on the night itself at a cost 



Karen Bradbury 


Read more about things to do 
in the Europe Traveler blog: 

stripes.com/blogs/europe-traveler 




of 18 euros; these double as 
public transportation tickets. 
Children under 12 enter free. An 
info stand set up on the Market 
Square in front of the Town Hall 
helps guests navigate the night. 
Online: stuttgartnacht.de 

Discover Dogs in London 

London’s the place to be for 
fans of canines Oct. 20-21, as the 
ExCel Exhibition Centre hosts 
its annual event dedicated to the 
nation’s most popular pet. 

Discover Dogs offers pet 
owners and those who consider¬ 
ing adding one to the family the 
chance to see more than 200 
breeds up close and learn about 
their physical traits and person¬ 
alities from expert breeders and 


handlers. They can also shop for 
dog-related merchandise, take 
in competitions and displays, 
snuggle up with dogs and pup¬ 
pies in the Cuddle Comer and 
get expert advice on how to buy 
a puppy responsibly. The event 
is sponsored by pet food brand 
Eukanuba and managed by The 
Kennel Club. 

Always a hit with visitors are 
agility displays and Scruffts, a 
competition in which mutts and 
crossbreeds compete across six 
categories from prettiest to best 
crossbreed rescue dog. Another 
sure crowd pleaser is the show 
put on by the Southern Golden 
Retriever Display Team. Agility, 
flyball, heelwork and scentwork 
are other skills on display in the 
main ring. 

ExCel welcomes visitors from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. both days. Tickets 
cost 15.12 pounds (about $20) for 
adults, 11.88 pounds for ages 9-15 
and over 60, and is free for ages 
eight and under. Only dogs that 
are part of the show are allowed 
on the premises. Online: dis- 
coverdogs.org.uk 

Video Games Live 

Imagine an event in which 
orchestras and choirs perform 
music from the most popular 
video games of all time as video 
game footage plays on giant 
screens. Synchronized lighting 



Courtesy of Sportsbeat 


Discover Dogs, in London on Oct. 20 and 21, is a great way to meet 
dogs, chat with owners and watch displays and competitions. 


effects, solo performances, live 
action and interactive segments 
up the wow factor. 

Video Games Live is a concert 
experience that unites gamers 
and music lovers. The show, 
which first launched in 2005, has 
toured around the world and won 
numerous accolades. Its pro¬ 
gramming is suitable for all ages. 

The music and synchronized 
video clips are taken from the 
most popular games of all times, 
from Mario and Zelda to The 
Witcher and Final Fantasy. 

Over 60 different games in all 
are showcased in a variety of 
creative ways. 


The show is preceded by 
events such as interactive game 
demos, a costume contest, prize 
giveaways, competitions and 
meet-and-greets with VIPs of the 
video world. 

Frankfurt’s Jahrhunderthalle 
hosts the show on Nov. 2, where 
ticket prices begin at 49.80 euros. 
Other cities in which to catch 
Video Games Live include Paris 
(Oct. 27); London (Oct. 29); Bir¬ 
mingham, UK (Oct. 30); Glasgow 
(Oct. 31): Manchester, UK (Nov. 
1); Berlin (Nov. 3); Moenchengla- 
dbach, Germany (Nov. 4) and 
Hamburg (Nov. 5). Online: video- 
gameslive.com 
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Clockwise from 
upper left: The 
creamy banana 
chicken entree 
pleasantly straddles 
the line between 
savory and sweet; 
Tandoori dishes 
come out fresh and 
sizzling, such as this 
platter with lamb, 
shrimp and chicken, 
cooked with peppers 
and onions; spicy 
dipping sauces; 
and seasoned 
rice at Indian 
Restaurant Ganesha 
Grafenwoehr. 



After Hours: Germany 


By Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 

I f you’ve ever been stationed at U.S. 
Army Garrison Bavaria, you’ve 
probably eaten your fill of tradition¬ 
al Bavarian food many times over. 
The options for something more exotic, 
without driving a distance, are pretty 
slim. 

But a new Indian restaurant in nearby 
Tower Barracks has brought some spice 
to town. 

Indian Restaurant Ganesha Grafen¬ 
woehr opened last month, and as the 
town’s only Indian restaurant, it opened 
with it a world of curries, grilled meats 
and vegetarian options that Grafenwoehr 
didn’t have before. 

The eatery has a large menu, with 
many varieties of Indian cuisine. 

Many people are quick to order a curry 
at an Indian restaurant, and while they 
do have fragrant curries, I went another 
way. The banana chicken is grilled with a 
thick, creamy banana sauce. You seldom 
get something so sweet and savory in the 
same dish. It existed somewhere halfway 
between dessert and dinner; I highly 
recommend it. 

Ganesha has pages devoted to vegetar¬ 
ian options, which are sometimes hard 
to come by in the land of pork shoulders 
and bratwurst. And even a devout meat 
eater like myself found plenty of great 
things on this menu that could go head to 
head with any meat dish. 

Some of these include korma veg¬ 
etables, cooked in an almond and coconut 
sauce; palak paneer, a homemade cheese 
roasted with spinach; and bhindi masala, 
okra pods simmered in a curry sauce 
with tomatoes, ginger and onions. 

For meat lovers, the tandoori dishes 
are exceptional and were my favorite 
things on the menu. Tandoori meats 
are cooked on a spit over charcoal in a 
special clay oven. They come out sizzling 
and send small clouds of amazing aro- 



INDIAN RESTAURANT 
GANESHA GRAFENWOEHR 


Address: Marktplatz 31, 92655, 
Grafenwoehr, Germany 
Hours: 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. lunch; 5 
p.m. to 11 p.m. dinner daily 
Drinks: Beer, cocktails, juices 


mas across the room as the waiters bring 
them in. 

Some of my favorite tandoori dishes on 
the menu are the tandoori platter, which 
has lamb, chicken and shrimp, served 
with grilled onions and peppers with a 
spicy tomato sauce; and haryali malai 
tikka tandoori, which is grilled chicken 


Food: Indian and vegetarian dishes 
Prices: Around $12 for most meals 
Dress: Casual 

Phone: (-f49) 09641 9319261 

— Martin Egnash 


in a spinach, mint and coriander sauce. 

Ganesha has a full bar and a variety of 
German beers, as well as many non-al¬ 
coholic drinks, like the always popular 
mango lassi, a kind of mango milkshake 
made with yogurt. 


Tasty brown crust 
completes creamy 
scalloped potatoes 

America’s Test Kitchen 

In our experience, most recipes for 
scalloped potatoes take hours of work, yet 
still produce unevenly cooked potatoes 
in a heavy, curdled sauce. This version is 
faster than most and produces layer upon 
layer of thinly sliced, tender potatoes, 
creamy sauce and nicely browned, cheesy 
crust. 

Simmering the potatoes briefiy in heavy 
cream thinned out with milk before mov¬ 
ing the production into a baking dish cut 
the cooking time significantly while also 
eliminating the risk of raw potatoes in the 
finished dish. 

A sprinkling of Cheddar cheese and a 
mere 20 minutes in the oven were enough 
to produce an appealingly browned, 
cheesy crust. Russet potatoes, thinly 
sliced, gave us neat layers with the best 
texture and fiavor. For the fastest and 
most consistent results, slice the potatoes 
in a food processor. 

SCALLOPED POTATOES 

Servings: 8-10 

Start to finish: 1 hour 

Ingredients: 

2 tablespoons unsalted butter 

1 small onion, chopped fine 

2 cloves garlic, minced 

4 pounds russet potatoes, peeled and 
cut into y8-inch-thick slices 

3 cups heavy cream 

1 cup whole milk 

4 sprigs fresh thyme 

2 bay leaves 

2 teaspoons salt 

Vi teaspoon pepper 

4 ounces Cheddar cheese, shredded 
(about 1 cup) 

Directions: 

Heat oven to 350 F. Melt butter in large 
Dutch oven over medium-high heat. Add 
onion and saute until it turns soft and be¬ 
gins to brown, about 4 minutes. Add garlic 
and saute until fragrant, about 30 seconds. 
Add potatoes, cream, milk, thyme sprigs, 
bay leaves, salt and pepper and bring to 
simmer. Cover, adjusting heat as neces¬ 
sary to maintain light simmer, and cook 
until potatoes are almost tender (paring 
knife can be slipped into and out of center 
of potato slice with some resistance), about 
15 minutes. 

Discard thyme sprigs and bay leaves. 
Transfer potato mixture to 3-quart bak¬ 
ing dish and sprinkle with cheese. Bake 
until cream has thickened and is bubbling 
around sides and top is golden brown, 
about 20 minutes. Let cool for 5 minutes 
before serving. 



Scalloped potatoes cook faster and are 
cooked more evenly if the potatoes are 
first simmered in heavy cream. 
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^ Armenia — 18.65 percent year-on-year 

III g™wth: Among the destinations Chang 
III expects to surge in 2019 is Armenia; in 
• fact, Cox & Kings is slated to debut a new 
itinerary pairing the country with Georgia in the next 
few weeks. Among the outfitters already serving the 
destination are Abercrombie & Kent, Ker & Downey, and 
TCS World Travel, who collectively tout historical riches 
such as Mount Ararat (where Noah’s Ark is said to have 
made landfall), the capital of Yerevan, and — yes — its 
most famous cultural descendants, the Kardashians. On 
trips with Abercrombie & Kent, guests also get in deep 
with local traditions: visiting brandy distilleries, meet¬ 
ing carpet makers, hearing spiritual chants in ancient 
monasteries, and learning to make lavash (a type of local 
flatbread) with an Armenian family. 

9 Bosnia and Herzegovina —18.66 percent: 

“Croatia and Montenegro have long been popular 
destinations for us, but this year we’ve seen 
• demand for experiences in Slovenia and Bosnia 
increase,” said Tom Marchant, co-founder of luxury 
travel outfit Black Tomato. As Croatia deals with extreme 
over-tourism (it notched a record 15 million arrivals last 
year), the remaining Balkan locales are emerging as a 
fascinating, crowd-free alternative. Bosnia and Herze¬ 
govina is leading the pack, with its 16th century mosques, 
Ottoman architecture and vibrant street art scene. Many 
travelers take day or weekend trips to scenic Mostar — a 
quick way to scratch the surface — but it’s also possible to 
dedicate a whole vacation to this historically rich country. 

8 The Republic of Moldova —19.6 percent: The 

percentage growth in tourism to Moldova reflects 
what is, in reahty, an incredibly nascent tourism 
• scene: This republic (population: 2.5 million) has 
in recent years held the title of least-visited destination in 
Europe. But that’s changing. Luxury group tour operator 
Intrepid Travel cites a cultural resurgence as the reason 
and has introduced new itineraries and more than doubled 
its bookings to the country this year, compared to last year. 
“The country has some of the best up-and-coming vine¬ 
yards on the continent, including a vineyard that sits on top 
of 125 miles of underground cellar tunnels — the largest 
quality wine collection in the world,” says Darshika Jones, 
North American director for Intrepid Travel. 

7 f Azerbaijan — 20 percent: Yes, the World Tourism 
Organization places Azerbaijan in Central/East¬ 
ern Europe in its report. Now that that’s out of the 
• way, here’s another fact: Bookings with Intrepid 
Travel to visit Azerbaijan have increased by a 322 percent. 
The Caspian Sea-facing capital, Baku, is a fascinating 
hodgepodge of old and new. Its cobbled Old Town streets 
are lined with market stalls and well-preserved buildings, 
while the Flame Towers downtown are a modern architec¬ 
tural marvel in the vein of the Burj Khalifa. That the city 
likens itself to the “new Dubai” is no accident — it’s an oil- 
rich, fast-growing hub at the intersection of Europe, Asia 
and the Middle East. Combine a visit to the capital with 
some of Azerbaijan’s more remote delights, such as seeing 
petroglyphs in (Jobustan National Park. 

6 Macedonia — 23.5 percent: Like Moldova, its 
visitation numbers are small — it claimed just 
631,000 arrivals in 2017 — making it one of the 
• least-discovered destinations in Europe. Few 
luxury outfitters plan trips here, though Cox & Kings is an 
exception; on an itinerary that combines Macedonia with 
several of its neighbors, the operator includes places that 
include the 10th century Byzantine church, Sveti Naum. 

5 Iceland — 24.11 percent: Haven’t been to Iceland 
yet? What are you waiting for? The country has 
been skyrocketing to the top of bucket lists for 
• years and has multiphed its arrivals by 450 
percent since 2010. That kind of growth shows no signs of 
slowing down as the country ramps up its luxury infra¬ 
structure with posh hotels (some with secret VIP suites) 
and exclusive experiences. That’s making it a focus for 
Black Tomato, says Marchant. “We’re developing new, 
once-in-a-lifetime programs everywhere from under¬ 
ground hot springs to vast highland lakes and waterfalls 
— think meditation in glacial caves, private hot spring 
spas, and heh-yoga atop a volcano.” 

4 Turkey — 24.14 percent: Political turmoil, 

followed by fast and furious rebounds, chased 
by economic woes have kept Turkey’s tourism 
• industry on a rollercoaster. At the moment, it’s 
booming. “Turkey is Intrepid Travel’s fastest-growing 
destination to date in 2018,” said Intrepid Travel’s Jones. 
The company is adding three new itineraries for 2019 to 
keep up with the demand: a winter-themed trip focusing 
on iced lakes and snow-capped mountains, a culinary 
journey, and a week-long “highlights” tour for time- 
crunched travelers. Black Tomato’s Marchant has seen 
similar growth. “Enquires and bookings to Turkey in the 
last year have more than doubled,” he tells Bloomberg. 

He credits pristine beaches and a spate of new hotels. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 



Kostas TsiRONis/Bloomberg 


A visitor uses her smartphone to take a photograph at the Sultanahmet mosque in Istanbul in 2017. 

The next wave 

10 of the fastest-growing destinations in Europe 

By Nikki EKSXEiN/Bfoomberg 

F rance, Spain, Italy, and the United Kingdom may be among the world’s most frequented 
vacation hubs — with France taking the global crown with a staggering 86.9 million 
international tourist arrivals annually — but these already popular places can only stand 
to grow so much year over year. 

This leaves such lesser-known destinations as the Republic of Moldova to jump farther faster. 
According to new data from the UN World Tourism Organization, in 2017, for instance, French 
tourism grew by 5.1 percent; its landlocked competitor — nestled between Ukraine and Roma¬ 
nia — saw a visitation spike of 19.6 percent when it welcomed 145,000 visitors last year. 

“When you’re talking about these fast-growing destinations in Europe, there’s often a lack of 
name recognition, compared to more popular countries,” says Warren Chang, chief operating 
officer for bespoke travel outfitter Cox & Kings’ Americas division. “But so many of these places 
have robust histories and a really understated romantic feel — plus diversity of culture and 
beautiful nature.” 

Another benefit, he says, is accessibility. “Off-the-beaten-path travel is more comfortable in 
Europe, where English is more commonly spoken, and while it might take time for a place like 
Moldova to develop as a stand-alone destination, it’s easy for people to tack short explorations of 
these countries onto their existing itineraries,” Chang says. 

For the well-traveled Europhile — and those whose definitions of Europe stretch beyond West¬ 
ern Europe to include, as UNWTO does, countries in Central Asia and the Middle East — these 
are the top 10 places to go next. They’re ranked by year-on-year growth. 



Arnaldur HALLDORssoN/Bioomberg Vendors wait for customers at a patterned rug and 
The skyline in Reykjavik, Iceland, in 2016. store at the Vernis^ge open-air market in 

Yerevan, Armenia, in 2016. 
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3 Israel — 24.6 percent: 

It might be surprising to 
see the World Tourism 
• Organization categorize 
this Middle Eastern country as 
part of Europe, but anyone who’s 
eaten their way through Tel Aviv 
or Jerusalem will understand 
how well tiny Israel competes 
with its mainland continental 
rivals. The country’s diverse 
culinary traditions have become 
a big draw for Intrepid travelers, 
but other companies are putting 
the spotlight on Israel’s peren¬ 
nial appeal: its religious and 
historical significance. That’s 
what Abercrombie & Kent is 
focusing on in its latest small- 
group journeys, which focus on 
the dramatic landscapes and 
ancient towns that literally bring 
the Bible to life. “It’s not about 
what’s new in this ancient land,” 
says the company’s vice presi¬ 
dent of product development, 
Stefanie Schmudde. Inquiries 
from culturally curious travelers 
have experienced a triple-digit 
increase in the past year alone, 
she adds. 

2 Georgia — 27.9 per¬ 
cent: You heard it here 
first: Georgia is next on 
• the lips of serious glo¬ 
betrotters. To many industry in¬ 
siders, including Marchant, this 
next-big-thing seemed to come 
out of nowhere. “Admittedly this 
is a country where we didn’t ex¬ 
pect to see such a surge this year, 
but once you look behind the 
surface, it makes sense,” he says. 
Why? “As culinary adventures 
become an increasingly preva¬ 
lent catalyst for travel, Georgia’s 
historic cuisine is offering the 
perfect excuse to visit this un¬ 
touched corner of Europe.” Add 
a batch of ultra-cool hotels, bars 
and restaurants in the capital 
of Tbilisi — take Stamba, a new 
Design Hotel property in an old 
publishing house, with a surpris¬ 
ingly posh. Orient Express-in¬ 
spired casino — and you’ll see 
what all the fuss is about. 

I San Marino — 31.1 
percent: If you can’t 
pinpoint the tiny repub- 
• lie of San Marino on a 
map, you’re probably not alone: 
The medieval micro-state sits 
in northern Italy, on a cluster of 
mountain peaks that lead down 
to the Adriatic city of Rimini. 
(Driving there from Florence is 
a straight, three-hour, eastward 
journey.) In 2017, San Marino 
claimed more than two visitors 
for each of its 33,000 residents, 
notching 78,000 arrivals in total. 
It’s not a lot, but for a microstate 
that’s just 24 square miles, it’s 
nothing to sneeze at, either. 

Despite UNWTO figures, no 
company points to San Marino 
as a particularly burgeoning 
destination. Abercrombie & 

Kent, however, said it fields rare 
requests here, wrapping together 
visits to the three castles that are 
marvelously situated on Monte 
Titano. It’s especially popular 
with stamp and coin collectors, 
said Liam Dunch, the company’s 
product manager for Europe, 
since the local versions are rare 
and in high demand. Consider 
this an indicator of a slow-paced 
trip: here, you’ll probably spend 
your days-or, let’s be real, a day¬ 
looking at frescoes in the 15th 
century Church of San Fran¬ 
cesco or surveying the landscape 
from San Marino’s funicular. 

Its main destination? The postal 
museum, of course. 
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Days gone by 

Items from the first U.S. 
soldiers at Clark Air Base 
are among the artifacts 
at Philippines museum 

By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

I t wasn’t so long ago that Clark Air Base, 
America’s then-largest overseas military 
facility located about two hours north of 
Manila in the Philippines, was a hive of 
activity with jets soaring overhead, kids laughing 
on school playgrounds and shoppers browsing 
the aisles at the base exchange. 

All that’s been history since the eruption of 
Mount Pinatubo and the departure of U.S. forces 
in 1991 — but, if you want to take a nostalgic 
trip to that bygone era, the Clark Museum in 
Mabalacat City offers just that. 

Located in a 1980s-era building that formerly 
housed the headquarters of the 3rd Combat 
Support Group, 13th Air Force, the museum has 
a ground floor devoted to the geology, pre-his¬ 
tory and indigenous people of the area where the 
160,000-acre base was eventually built. 

Upstairs, visitors can learn about the first 
American soldiers at Clark, which was originally 
called Fort Stotsenburg, who arrived in the area 
to battle rebels during the Philippine Insurrec¬ 
tion in 1902. 

Items on display include an old rail car used at 
the base, a blue American soldier’s uniform from 
the era and various other bits of old equipment. 

In 1919, threatened by Japanese expansion¬ 
ism, America built an airstrip at the installation 
— which was then renamed Clark Field after 
M^. Harold Clark, an Army aviator killed in a 
plane crash at the Panama Canal. 

The U.S. 3rd Pursuit Squadron operated at 
Clark Field from 1921 to 1938, according to the 
museum. 

Old photographs show some of those early 
aviators — and there are also dozens of plastic 
models of planes that flew at Clark, ranging from 
biplanes to combat jets and massive transport 
aircraft from the 1980s. 

In December 1941, the Japanese attacked 
Clark and other U.S. bases in the Philippines 
before eventually capturing the facility after the 
Americans evacuated to the Bataan Peninsula. 

Photographs and illustrations of Japanese ka¬ 
mikaze pilots who flew from the Philippines dur¬ 
ing the war are among the museum’s ephemera 
from this era. Weapons, uniforms and various 
other bits of gear used by the Japanese Imperial 
Army are also part of the exhibits. 

Mannequins sporting aviator sunglasses rep¬ 
resent the U.S. airmen who served at Clark for 
decades after the war. 

An exhibit on the eruption of Mount Pinatubo 
includes a display of the front pages of Stars and 
Stripes from Saturday, June 22, and Monday, 
June 24,1991. The pages contain reports of the 
disaster, as well as photographs of ash-covered 
cars on the base and evacuating Guam-bound 
personnel. The museum’s theater also offers 
showings of a short documentary about the 
event, complete with interactive effects such as 
wind and mist to simulate a volcanic eruption. 

These days, most of the old American buildings 
and facihties at Clark remain — although the run¬ 
way is now a commercial airport, and the towns 
surrounding the former base are growing rapidly. 

Many of the airmen who served at Clark never 
left the Philippines — and the local American 
expatriate population in the immediate area 
is estimated to be in the thousands. The Clark 
Museum serves as a tangible reminder of their 
glory days. 

robson.seth(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: (asethRobsonl 



Visitors to the Clark 
Museum in the 
Philippines can learn 
about the first U.S. 
soldiers stationed in the 
country. 

Photos by Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 



ON THE QT 

DIRECTIONS 

The Clark Museum is located 
on the grounds of the former 
Clark Air Base in Mabalacat 
City in Pampanga province. The 
museum is next to the old base 
sports fields, a few hundred 
meters’ walk from the Quest 
Hotel — which was once on-base 
lodging. 

TIMES 

Tuesday through Sunday, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

COSTS 

Admission is 200 pesos (about 
$3.70) for adults, and free for 
children and senior citizens. 

FOOD 

There’s no food for sale at 
the museum — but numerous 
restaurants and convenience 
stores are located nearby. 

INFORMATION 

www.visitclark.com/museum4d. 

html 

— Seth Robson 


Among the items on display at the Clark Museum is an American solder’s uniform from 
the turn of the 20th century. 
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MULL 

it over 

Making spicy, seasonal 
mulled drinks at home 

By Becky Krystal 
The Washington Post 

F orget the Pumpkin 
Spice Latte (or PSL, 
or Pretty Sad Latte). 
The real seasonal 
spiced drinks we 
should be celebrating this time 
of year are mulled beverages. 
After all, if pumpkin-ish coffee 
can hit shops in August, can’t 
you start sipping its far superior 
— and boozier — cousins as soon 
as the evenings start getting 
chilly? 

Of course you can — and no 
one’s going to stop you. 

Paul Taylor of Washington, 
D.C.’s Drink Company recom¬ 
mends wine and cider as your 
prime candidates for mulling. 

In general, a good drink should 
cleanse the palate and make you 
want more. Here’s some advice 
from Taylor on how to make a 
drink that does just that: 



Photo by Stacy Zarin Goldberg, food styling 
BY Lisa CHERKASKY/For The Washington Post 


• Pick the right beverage. You’ve heard the maxim about 
cooking with wine that you’d be fine drinking. Same idea here: 
“You definitely want it to be something you want to drink” 
even before mulling, Taylor says. 

Affordable is appealing because you’re going to be doctor¬ 
ing it anyway. For red, Taylor recommends something uno- 
aked, such as a pinot noir or a gamay. And yes, you can mull 
a white wine. Aim for something with medium to light body, 
such as a sauvignon blanc. 

Taylor recommends mulling cider, too. A drier cider is pref¬ 
erable, and though it’s not a must, one that has less carbon- 
ation is a bonus because you’re going to lose the bubbles. 

Whatever your alcoholic base is, don’t mix and match, lest 
you run the risk of muddied fiavors. “Let the wine be the can¬ 
vas,” Taylor says, “and let the spices be the paint.” 

• Then start blending. Plan to add something to dilute the 
alcohol, at least a little. After all, you want to be able to make 
it through the evening upright. (Taylor also raises the point 
that heating alcohol amplifies the taste of the alcohol.) Water 
is one possibility. Taylor says apple or another complementary 
juice can work, as well as tea. Or be like the Spanish, and try 
mixing in a soft drink with your wine (see: kalimotxo, a com¬ 
bination of red wine and cola). A rough guide to keep in mind 
is two parts wine to % parts cutting agent. So for two 750 
milliliter bottles of wine (50 ounces total), Taylor suggests 18 
to 20 ounces of water, juice, and so on. You can also add 3 to 4 
ounces of your choice of spirits, such as cognac or Grand Mar¬ 
nier. If you’re using a white wine, pisco is a suitable addition. 

The natural pairing for a hard cider in a mulled beverage 
is apple juice. Choose an unsweetened juice, which jibes with 
Taylor’s philosophy that you should be using as bare-bones 


ingredients as you can so that you have the most control. 
Because cider typically has less alcohol than wine, you can 
tweak the ratios a bit, more like 2 parts cider to Vi part juice. 

• Add seasonings to taste. Gentle aroma and fiavors of fall 
spices are good. Wine that smells and tastes like potpourri is 
bad. One way to get the balance right is to start with whole 
spices — ground spices make things cloudy and thick — and 
don’t use packaged blends. (Toast them first for extra fiavor.) 
Choose what you like and what you think works with your 
wine. Cinnamon stick, star anise, cloves and allspice are all 
appropriate. Don’t forget about cardamom either, which Tay¬ 
lor says complements white wine. Beyond dry spices, look to 
citrus peel, fresh ginger and cranberries for pops of flavor. 

You’ll probably want some sweetener. If you want to go 
next-level, Taylor suggests trying maple syrup or sorghum. 

Be judicious with flavorings when you start. “You can al¬ 
ways add more,” Taylor says, “but you can’t take it out.” 

• Heat, and taste along the way. Taylor recommends not 
going above 160 degrees Fahrenheit, which means you’ll want 
to keep your burner on a relatively low heat. Half an hour is 
often sufficient, but if you taste it and feel like your beverage 
needs more time, keep simmering. 

• Serve and garnish. Coffee urns and slow cookers are 
great for ensuring the beverage stays warm throughout the 
evening. Portion some out in a punch bowl and replenish as 
needed. The sweet spot for serving is also in the 150- to 160- 
degree range. Think about it like this: You want the beverage 
hot enough that you wouldn’t want to chug it. Like coffee, it 
will hit the sweet spot for drinking a few minutes after it’s 
poured. In the meantime, enjoy the warm cup in your hand 
and the wonderful aromas. 
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Tough topics 

Jodi Picoult discusses her new novel 
and weighs in on abortion debate 


By Connie Ogle 
Newsday 

J odi Picoult is drawn to contro¬ 
versial topics. She wrote about 
a school shooting in “Nineteen 
Minutes” and explored the effects 
of racism in “Small Great Things.” In 
her latest novel, “A Spark of Light,” she 
examines abortion not from a theoreti¬ 
cal or political standpoint but through 
the gritty lens of a violent attack on a 
women’s clinic in Mississippi. 

“A Spark of Light” is told through the 
eyes of a teenager, her hostage negotia¬ 
tor father, the shooter, a doctor, patients 
and an anti-abortion activist, among 
others. Picoult, a pro-abortion rights ad¬ 
vocate, interviewed people on both sides 
of the debate. She talked to members of 
the anti-abortion movement and women 
who have had abortions. One in 151 said 
she regretted having an abortion; the 
others said they didn’t but still think 
about it every day. 

What these conversations taught Pi¬ 
coult was empathy. 

“No matter what you believe about 
reproductive rights, it’s coming from a 
standpoint of deep personal conviction,” 
says the author. “You can’t say everyone 
who decides life starts at conception is 
evil. But nobody takes having an abor¬ 
tion lightly.” 

Picoult spoke with Newsday by tele¬ 
phone; the conversation has been edited 
for length and clarity. 

“A Spark of Light” opens with the 
final moments of the standoff and 
works backward to its beginning. Why 
did you write the book non-chronologi- 
cally? 

In the ’80s, I read a book by Charles 
Baxter called “First Light,” about two 
siblings. Every chapter went backward 
in time. I thought it was so smart. I 
thought, “One day I am going to do that,” 
but I wanted to find the right book. To 
me, it was “A Spark of Light,” which is 
about the moment everything begins, 
whether it’s personhood or life. I wanted 
to write about what brought everyone to 
the clinic that day. 

Did you use an outline? 

I’ve never done that. I always write 
a short synopsis, and I know the twist 
at the end, but I don’t write it in detail. 
But for this book I wrote a 48-page 


outline. I had to because I was juggling 
so many voices, and I had to make sure 
the threads tracked backward. The hard 
part wasn’t writing but editing. 

What did you learn in writing this 
book? 

I was fiawed in the way I imagined 
the people who weren’t like me. I was 
wrong about how I thought about them. I 
thought they were crazy and violent. But 
they turned out to be lovely, interesting 
people. I could completely understand 
why they believe what they believe. 

Why is fiction a good way to tackle 
divisive subjects? 

People don’t want to talk about contro¬ 
versial topics because they don’t want 
to offend anyone. The beauty of fiction 
is that it allows you to be entertained, to 
take a journey and walk through some¬ 
one else’s shoes in a low-stakes way. It’s 
made up. Of course, everything in this 
book has happened to someone. But fic¬ 
tion is also a diving board into a pool of 
difficult conversations. 

Do you think we’ll ever come to an 
agreement on abortion as a nation? 

I don’t think we will ever come to 
terms on this issue. Both camps have 
such strong convictions. But I do think 
we can have a real discussion. There is a 
way to reduce the number of abortions, 
and that’s to allow women to have true 
choice. I don’t think we’re talking about 
the right things.... There are important 
reasons Roe v. Wade needs to stand, and 
it has to do with fair and representative 
access to abortion rights. If it doesn’t 
stand, we’ll have more places, particu¬ 
larly in the South, where women can 
only get an abortion if they have wealth 
and can travel. It becomes a privilege. 

We have to talk about how 75 percent 
of women can’t afford to have another 
child because of financial reasons. Would 
you support a tax for women in this situ¬ 
ation to have access to funds that might 
make them change their minds? Let’s 
talk about laws that allow for universal 
health care for the life of the child. State- 
funded day care. Let’s penalize compa¬ 
nies that prevent women from advancing 
so they can have those babies. I want 
to reframe the conversation. I think we 
can all truly say that it would be great if 
women didn’t have to choose to terminate 
their pregnancies. 

Photo courtesy of Deborah Feingold 


Hostage crisis erupts at an abortion clinic in ‘A Spark of Light’ 


By Karin Tanabe 
Special to The Washington Post 

J odi Picoult fans know the ingredi¬ 
ents that go into her meticulously 
researched best-sellers: a tragedy 
ripped from the headlines, a nor¬ 
mal day that suddenly goes awry, a cast of 
characters with more layers than a mille- 
feuille, and a few curveballs and reach- 
for-the-tissues moments, all polished off 
with a tidy ending. In “A Spark of Light,” 
the queen of ethical-dilemma fiction sticks 
to her dependable recipe, this time tack¬ 
ling the hot-button issue of abortion. 

In Picoult’s novel (as in real life), there 
is only one women’s health clinic that 
provides abortions in Mississippi. The 
fictional version, simply called the Center, 
is squat, “like an old bulldog used to 
guarding its territory” and, when the book 
opens, it’s in the throes of a hostage crisis. 
A disturbed gunman named George God¬ 
dard, whose daughter visited the Center 
for an abortion, has shown up to “exact 
a price,” opening fire and killing and 
gravely injuring several people. 


The characters range from the African- 
American traveling abortion provider Dr. 
Louie Ward (based, according to Picoult, 
on the obstetrician-gynecologist Willie 
Parker), who found his calling after his 
mother died after a botched abortion, to 
an anti-abortion activist pretending to be 
pregnant so she 
can gather intel¬ 
ligence; there’s also 
an older woman 
who simply came in 
for a checkup, and 
15-year-old Wren, 
who arrived with 
her Aunt Bex to ob¬ 
tain a birth control 
prescription. The 
people locked inside 
are there for very 
different reasons 
but are quickly banded together by crisis. 

They are the soul of a book that’s also 
about father-daughter relationships. 
George is not the only one motivated by 
his child. Outside, seasoned hostage nego¬ 
tiator Hugh McElroy is trying to keep the 
crisis from escalating further, but his job 


becomes more personal when he learns 
that his daughter Wren and his older sister 
are inside the Jackson clinic. 

There is also a subplot unfolding in 
Oxford, where a 17-year-old girl who had 
an abortion with drugs bought online is 
facing the legal consequences, handcuffed 
in a hospital bed, accused of murder¬ 
ing her 16-week-old fetus. Look at what 
might happen if abortion becomes illegal, 
Picoult seems to say as she details the 
stringent laws in Mississippi that led the 
girl to go to such lengths. 

Though the central issue of the book is 
the abortion debate, Picoult also man¬ 
ages to touch on gun control and racism. 
Dr. Ward remarks that “so many of the 
women he met who were seeking abor¬ 
tions were, like him, southerners of color,” 
and points out that the “waiting period to 
get an abortion was longer than the wait¬ 
ing period to get a gun.” 

No Picoult story is complete without 
characters representing both sides of a po¬ 
larizing issue, something she has done for 
decades. Her 2011 tome “Sing You Home” 
was criticized for turning her characters 
on the religious right into caricatures, but 


she has clearly taken the comments to 
heart. Those in the anti-abortion faction 
in “A Spark of Light” are as three-dimen¬ 
sional as those on the other side. 

“Did all babies deserve to be born? Did 
all women deserve to make decisions 
about their own bodies? In what Venn dia¬ 
gram did those overlap?” A woman who 
has just had an abortion asks herself those 
difficult questions while she’s being cared 
for by the anti-abortion protester she will 
forever be linked to. It’s one of many in¬ 
stances in which Picoult’s characters see 
past the beliefs that pit them against one 
another. “You make it very hard to hate 
you,” an anti-abortion protester says to 
Dr. Ward after they break bread together. 
“That’s the point, brother,” he replies. 

“Laws are black and white. The lives of 
women are a thousand shades of gray,” Pi¬ 
coult writes in her author’s note. And that 
is exactly what she shows us, imbuing her 
characters — male and female, anti-abor¬ 
tion and abortion rights advocates — with 
more shades of gray than a Pantone color 
wheel. Timely, balanced and certain to in¬ 
spire debate, “A Spark of Light” is Picoult 
at her fearless best. 
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BRINGING COMICS TO UFE 

Artist Alex Ross’ new book of Marvel work showcases his art’s 

primary superpower: reality ♦ The Washington Post 



I n his 29 years as an artist in 
the comic-book industry, Alex 
Ross has become known for 
painting many superpowered 
masterpieces. 

An Eisner Award-winning 
artist known for a style that 
seemingly brings the super¬ 
heroes he paints into the real world, Ross 
has created iconic artwork for series 
such as “Marvels” alongside writer Kurt 
Busiek in 1994 and “Kingdom Come,” a 
collaboration with Mark Waid in 1996. 

Ross recognizes that for fans who grew 
up reading comics in the ’90s, his almost- 
cinematic artwork filled a void. There 
were no connected live-action superhero 
movie universes. At best, fans could hope 
for a Batman movie every few years, be¬ 
fore Joel Schumacher made even that not 
a guarantee. 

Back then, to take in a comic book page 
painted by Ross was to treat your imagi¬ 
nation to what your favorite superheroes 
might look like if they were standing right 
next to you. Ross says that visual experi¬ 
ence for fans was always his goal. 

“I was hoping that I could connect my 
way of interpreting these characters, which 
wasn’t too much of a case of overthinking 
or redefining them as much as trying to 


clarify how you could make them seem 
visually applicable to reahty,” Ross told 
The Washington Post. “Of all the painters 
of my era, if none of them were as driven to 
that goal, I wanted to be the guy who leap¬ 
frogged ahead of them to make it my thing, 
so that everybody would think of me as sort 
of the Norman Rockwell of comics.” 

Ross’ approach to art is as simple as it 
is meticulous. Paper, pencils and paint 
are his constant supplies. Ross uses live 
models, action figures, photographs and 
sculptures that he molds himself as refer¬ 
ences for his art. He once sculpted an Iron 
Man piece and dipped it in chrome so 
that he could satisfactorily apply a reflec¬ 
tive surface to his version of the armored 
Avenger. 

Time has come to define Ross’ art, in 
terms of the amount he puts into his craft 
and how little of it he has to enjoy the end 
results. Ross admits to working every day 
of the week for almost the first two decades 
of his career. He’s only given himself 
weekends off over the past nine years. He 
stays busy now painting covers for mul¬ 
tiple Marvel Comics series, including the 
current “Captain America” series written 
by Ta-Nehisi Coates and “The Immortal 
Hulk” written by A1 Ewing. It’s a schedule 
that doesn’t leave much time to reminisce. 


Ross hopes his fans will have more time 
than he’s had to take in some of his best 
works with the release of “Marvelocity,” a 
curated collection of his best Marvel works 
over his career (available for purchase 
from Pantheon Books), including painted 
pages, covers, childhood artwork, never- 
before-seen art and an original 10-page 
Spider-Man story he wrote and painted. 
The book reunites Ross with Chip Kidd 
and Geoff Spear, who worked with him on 
a 2003 book, “Mythology,” a collection of 
his best works for DC Comics. 

“We don’t really get in the weeds of what 
it took for me to make projects or all the 
nuts and bolts of behind-the-scenes comic 
lore,” Ross said. “It’s more hke a sense of 
connection between the fan that I am and 
the fans that the audience may be.” 

“Marvelocity’s” original Spider-Man 
tale offers the rare chance to see Ross il¬ 
lustrating a full story from panel to panel. 
Ross says if he were to deviate from his 
current workload of primarily painting 
comic book covers, it would have to make 
business sense. Covers pay more and take 
less time to produce. He can complete a 
cover for a typical monthly series in two to 
three days, sometimes less. And he always 
tries to stay a couple months ahead. He’s 
already completed 15 covers for “The 


Immortal Hulk,” which published its sixth 
issue in September. 

That’s not to say Ross wouldn’t consider 
brushing up on an assignment where he’d 
be responsible for interior art pages for a 
multi-part series. 

“That’s what formed the connection I 
have with (my) readership (and) with any 
kind of following is that I did full stories,” 
Ross said. “It comes down to desire or 
having a story that’s burning within you 
(that) you need to tell.” 

At the beginning of 2018, Ross proposed 
an idea that would have had him drawing 
interior pages on a series for a limited 
time at Marvel. 

“They shot me down. So I’ve been 
turned down from that before,” Ross said. 
“I’m not as all powerful as I might like to 
think I am. I can’t get everything ap¬ 
proved like people think.” 

One thing Ross has complete control 
over is how he brings his art to life, which, 
after almost three decades, he’s proud 
to say still doesn’t involve a computer, 
despite how prevalent digital drawing 
tablets have become. 

“I care for the computer enhancement 
of illustration insofar as what I see other 
people do with it,” Ross said. “But I have 
no desire to be working on a computer. 

I get my hands dirty. It’s going to sound 
terrible, but I don’t spend my whole day 
looking at a screen. And I know that has 
corrupted basically everybody else’s job 
on earth. So I’m trying to keep that from 
being a part of my life.” 

Today, Ross doesn’t have to go far out¬ 
side his studio to see realistic-looking su¬ 
perheroes. They now dominate live-action 
entertainment in movies, television and 
streaming. Ross is happy to see a broader 
pop-culture embrace of comic books, and 
it gives him one more tool he can refer¬ 
ence for his art. 

“It shouldn’t have taken as long as it did 
to get to this stage we’re at where comics 
get this showcase on a larger venue,” Ross 
said. “It’s caused me to be challenged by 
what happens in cinema because they can 
show me a way of doing things that really 
outdoes anything I was trying to put on 
paper. And that happens very often.... It 
makes me try harder to bring to life that 
visual character.” 

No matter the era of superhero enter¬ 
tainment, Ross’ goal remains the same. 
Each painting, each panel, each hero, is 
a new chance to try to create the same 
magic. 

“Often my artistic ambition is to try to 
convince you that the original design for 
a character was never broken and didn’t 
necessarily need refinement or redesign,” 
Ross said. “It was already there. You just 
needed to see it the right way.” 


Alex Ross is photographed at his 
art studio in Chicago. His new book, 
“Marvelocity,” features hundreds of 
drawings, paintings and photographs that 
have never been published. 

Courtesy of Alex Ross/Pantheon Books 











Page 36 




•Stars and Stripes* 


Friday, October 19,2018 


WEEKEND: MUSIC 










Elvis lives! 

Once vowing not to record anymore, Costello is back 


By David Bauder 
Associated Press 

B esides the fact that he’s still here, 

Elvis Costello’s fans can be grateful 
that he’s open to changing his mind. 
While something short of a vow, 
Costello said in 2010 that he didn’t plan to 
record anymore. Yet on Oct. 12, he released 
“Look Now,” his second disc since that declara¬ 
tion. The lush showcase for his backing band, 
the Imposters, is musically inspired by Dusty 
Springfield’s “Dusty in Memphis” and has a 
renewed collaboration with Burt Bacharach at 
its heart. 

Costello, 64, is around to talk about it because 
he was treated for what was described as a 
small but aggressive form of cancer this year. 
The world learned about it, somewhat to his 
regret, when he had to cancel some concerts. 

The changing music business had taught 
Costello, like other older artists, that there was 
a diminishing return to recording. 

“I didn’t feel like I could justify the vanity of 
making records, compared to making my living 
with what I do most of the time, which is do 
shows,” he told The Associated Press. “Up until 
that point, it had always been that (recording 
and touring) were connected, and it was just 


finding a way to disconnect them again.” 

Thus began his “impresario years.” He’s had 
a handful of themed concert tours, including 
one focusing on the period around his 1982 
“Imperial Bedroom” album and another ac¬ 
companied by a game show-like “spinning song- 
book” that determined the evening’s set list. 

He didn’t stop writing, however, although 
much of it was aimed toward theater. He and 
Bacharach, 90, with whom he made the 1998 
record “Painted From Memory,” are working 
on a stage show. 

While waiting for that to progress, longtime 
drummer Pete Thomas encouraged Costello 
to record some of the new material that had 
backed up. Costello recognized that his three- 
piece band had never really shown its range on 
an album, and concentrated on the garage band 
side of his diverse catalogue while in concert. 

The work on “Look Now” is ballad-heavy 
and lightly soulful, with plenty of space for the 
rhythm section of Thomas and Davey Faragher, 
the keyboards of Steve Nieve, orchestration and 
backing vocals. This was his original idea for 
a follow-up to “Painted From Memory” years 
ago, although Costello didn’t get to it. He said it 
benefits from the extra time and experience. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 37 
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“Do we sound like we’re old?” 
he said. “No, we sound like we 
know what we’re doing and are 
alert to the possibilities. We 
could play it a lot of ways, but we 
decided to play it like this.” 

He said he’s “tremendously 
happy that I went in and did it 
with these guys.” 

The songs, which include a 
20-year-old collaboration with 
Carole King, tell typically com¬ 
plex stories: a woman stripping 
wallpaper and reflecting on a 
failed relationship, a rich woman 
who disdains the former lover 
hired to paint her portrait, a 
woman whose childhood memo¬ 
ries are haunted by her father’s 
infidelities. In three of the songs, 
he sings from the perspective of 
a female narrator. 

Another highlight is “Unwant¬ 
ed Number,” a song he wrote for 
the female band For Real in the 
1990s, about a woman decid¬ 
ing to raise a child born from a 
youthful relationship. He subtly 
rewrites the song to deemphasize 
the childhood abuse she suffered 
at the hands of her father and put 
more focus on her choice to raise 
the baby. 

Material written with Bacha- 
rach — most notably “Photo¬ 
graphs Can Lie” and “He’s Given 
Me Things” — set the record’s 
tone. 

Costello said he and Bacharach 
haven’t given up on Broadway. 

It’s just a question of securing 

REVIEW 


the financial backing. 

“I can understand the caution 
of producers,” he said. “They’re 
trying to make a stage produc¬ 
tion out of 12 songs that are slow 
and melancholy, and adding 
another 10 that are slow and mel¬ 
ancholy. You could understand 
if a hard-headed producer says, 
‘Well, where’s the tap dancing?”’ 

“Look Now” was delayed for 
release after an agreement with 
one record company fell through. 
Costello notes ruefully in an 
essay that he couldn’t shake the 
thought that “such minds had 
determined my value long ago 
and might wait out the windfall 
should I become a posthumous 
artist, although that was a career 
opportunity I was unprepared to 
pursue just now.” 

Fans were shaken by the 
thought that might come sooner 
rather than later when they 
heard of his cancer scare. He 
had tried to push through with 
concert dates, despite a doctor’s 
advice, and found he wasn’t 
physically ready. Canceling the 
shows required an explanation, 
but Costello winces at how it 
escaped his control. Unfounded 
speculation that he was at death’s 
door upset his family. 

“I had some very nice mes¬ 
sages from people I’ve never met 
or saw on the street saying very 
nice things about me,” he said. 
“And, of course, there are one or 
two who say, ‘I never liked him 
anyway. I hope he dies.’” 


Costello looks at misery 
on sumptuous new album 


By Pablo Gorondi 

Associated Press 

Like in “Anna Karenina,” the 
characters in “Look Now,” Elvis 
Costello’s sumptuous new album 
with The Imposters, are each 
unhappy in their own way. 

A woman who laments her 
deteriorated marriage while 
doing some renovations around 
the house (“Stripping Paper”); 
a dilapidated music-hall singer 
whose return to showbiz may be 
brief (“Under Lime”); a daughter 
pondering her dad’s infidel¬ 
ity (“Photographs Can Lie”); 
someone grieving the end of the 
British empire (“I Let the Sun 
Go Down”) and so on. 

What make it easy to be 
sympathetic with even the most 
pitiable of those in these very 
human songs are Costello’s 
elegant melodies and arrange¬ 
ments, which result in a kind of 
silkier, even more debonair ver¬ 
sion of “Imperial Bedroom,” his 
1982 album produced by recent¬ 
ly departed Beatles recording 
engineer Geoff Emerick. 

Costello’s guitars are mostly in 
a supporting role. Horns, wood¬ 
winds and strings — and some of 
the liveliest backing vocals on an 
E.C. album since Afrodiziak lit 
up “Punch the Clock” — plus the 
deft hands of The Imposters and 
Argentine-bom co-producer Se¬ 
bastian Krys, turn “Look Now” 
into one of his most sonically 
gratifying records. 

Burt Bacharach composed 



Elvis Costello 
& The Imposters 

Look Now (Concord Records) 


some of the music and Costello 
also dusted off “Burnt Sugar Is 
So Bitter,” another tale of domes¬ 
tic gloom, written years ago with 
Carole King. But there are sever¬ 
al others, including “Why Won’t 
Heaven Help Me” and “Stripping 
Paper,” which show how deeply 
those 1960s sounds, from pop to 
soul, influenced Costello and how 
expertly he applies them in his 
own superlative songwriting. 

Costello said he recorded the 
lead vocals as he was recover¬ 
ing from a cancer scare and 
it made him feel invigorated 
instead of depressed. The power 
of his voice here, including that 
characteristic long-wave vibrato, 
confirms his mood. 

Those in Costello’s songs might 
be miserable, but “Look Now” 
will make its listeners happy. 



THE ECLIPSE SESSIONS 

John Hiatt 

The Eclipse Sessions 
(New West) 

At age 66, John Hiatt 
is still writing love songs 
— and good ones. On “The 
Eclipse Sessions,” he sings 
about the wonder of love, 
the trouble with love, flow¬ 
ering love and faded love. 
Not that Hiatt has turned 


Steve Perry 

Traces (Fantasy Records) 

Steve Perry has been away 
for quite a while, but he’s never 
really been gone. From the 
unforgettable use of “Don’t 
Stop Believin’” on the last “The 
Sopranos” episode to the way his 
former band found a new, sound- 
alike singer on the internet and, 
last year. Journey’s induction 
into the Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame, Perry and his absence 
have been often on our minds. 

“Traces” is Perry’s first solo 
album since 1994 and, cliched 
as it might sound, it is a very 
personal work with some songs 
that would have sounded out of 
place on a Journey record. Made 
in part to fulfill a promise to 
his partner who succumbed to 
breast cancer in 2012, “Traces” 
is dominated by ballads by 
someone whose quasi-operatic 
voice made him one of their most 
memorable interpreters. 

Launching with the first 
single, “No Erasin’,” immediately 
injects “Traces” with nostalgia 
through an updated recreation 
of a teenage love with an un¬ 
erringly precise opening line 
— “I know it’s been a long time 
cornin’.” Perry has said the song 
was meant to evoke a high school 
reunion and — along with “We’re 
Still Here” and “Sun Shines 


Gray” — it’s the one that most 
resembles a Journey track. 

“In The Rain” is the album’s 
tour de force but sans any 
bombast, one of Perry’s most 
emotional vocals supported by 
a restrained piano-and-strings 
arrangement emphasizing its an¬ 
guish: “You got me even though 
you’re gone.” 

On “Easy To Love,” Perry’s 
lead vocals have just a touch of 
Rod Stewart’s gruffness while 
his backing vocals are satin 
smooth and George Harrison’s “I 
Need You” is transformed into a 
heartfelt soul ballad. 

Breaking his long silence in 
such a memorable way, “Traces” 
shows that for Perry, returning 
to music was about much more 
than keeping his word. 

— Pablo Gorondi 
Associated Press 


syrupy. Wry lyrics provide 
a bulwark against senti¬ 
mentality, and the Indiana 
native’s untethered corn 
belt tenor is the perfect 
delivery system. “If you 
want me, baby. I’m over the 
hill,” he sings. 

Last year’s solar eclipse 
during the recording ses¬ 
sions gave the album its 
name, and from near total 
darkness came sunny per¬ 
formances with a live feel. 
Hiatt’s voice and acoustic 
guitar are front and center, 
and as usual he’s accompa¬ 
nied by a terrific guitar¬ 
ist. This time it’s Yates 
McKendree, son of the 
album’s producer, Kevin 
McKendree. 

There are fetching 
melodies and rhythmic 
wrinkles characteristic 
of Hiatt’s best work. He 
rocks, sings the blues and 
digs deep, especially on the 
autobiographical closing 
cut, “Robber’s Highway,” 
which he wrote while bat¬ 
tling writer’s block. The 
rest of the album followed, 
with Hiatt finding inspira¬ 
tion doing the romance 
dance. 

— Steven Wine 
Associated Press 
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Do not bring 
anything into 
your house 
that you do 
not need, iove 
or wiii have no 
use for, even if 
it was free, a 
good deai or a 

gift.” 

— Julia Pinsky 
professional organizer 



This fashionista cleaned out her closet. You can, too. 


By Elizabeth Mayhew 
Special to The Washington Post 

S tacy Smallwood is passion¬ 
ate about fashion. As owner 
and head buyer of Hampden 
Clothing, an upscale women’s 
boutique in Charleston, S.C., 
Smallwood travels regularly 
to Paris, New York, Milan 
and London, where she buys 
the most up-to-date stylish clothing and 
accessories for not only her store but also 
herself Over time — call it an occupational 
hazard — she has acquired a lot of clothes. 

As a result, her home closet — an extra 
bedroom she had transformed into a large 
walk-in — was a disaster, nothing like the 
sleek, well-edited and organized shelves 
and displays in her fashionable King Street 
shop. Clothes, shoes and bags were jumbled 
together; she had never bothered to edit out 
older or unworn items. And she spent years 
rationalizing keeping dresses and bags by 
saying, “I love it and might wear it again.” 

But most mornings she would wake up, 
stare blankly at her closet, and then, like 
many women, gravitate to the same pieces 
over and over again. “Despite being in fash¬ 
ion, I was struggling to get dressed every 
morning,” Smallwood says, “so I would 
often start my day in a bad mood.” 

Then one day she hit a wall. “I looked 
around and was sick of the mess, and I knew 
the only way for me to get clarity of my 
mind was to start with my environment.” 

Smallwood enlisted the help of profes¬ 
sional organizer Julia Pinsky, founder of 
Pinsky Project. Pinsky, who had a long 
career in fashion and merchandising before 
beginning her organizing business, special¬ 
izes, as she says, “in making a home look 
minimal, yet maximized.” 

Pinsky began tackling Smallwood’s closet 



After editing out items and reconfiguring 
her closet, Stacy Smallwood had room for 
a vanity area. 


as she does all projects: by sorting all of 
the items in one place. “You have to take 
everything out to see what you actually 
own,” Pinsky says. This means sorting by 
category, not by location. Take shoes, for 
example: Women often keep dressy shoes 
in their bedroom closet, boots in a coat 
closet and everyday shoes in a mudroom. 
But when organizing, you want to see all of 
your shoes in one place so that you can edit 
out those items that you don’t need. Pinsky 
warns, “Do not put anything back until you 
have completed the entire sorting process.” 

When it came to editing, Smallwood fol¬ 
lowed (and still follows) Pinsky’s rule: If 
you haven’t worn it in a year, sell or donate 
it. Most items Smallwood was able to sell 
on the Real Real, an online luxury consign¬ 
ment shop. Pinsky also recommends selling 
items on the website Tradesy and donating 
to local thrift shops. 

After editing, Pinsky assessed the 
remaining items, grouping clothes that 
needed to hang together and those that 
needed to be folded or stacked together. She 
then set about reworking and maximizing 
Smallwood’s space. “We got rid of all exist¬ 


ing shelving and built a new system that 
used the full height and width of the room.” 
For a cost-friendly option, Pinsky recom¬ 
mended using Ikea’s Pax system. By creat¬ 
ing an efficiently designed framework that 
included hanging space, shelves, drawers 
and bins, Smallwood even ended up having 
enough room for a vanity area. 

Once the closet architecture was in place, 
Pinsky and Smallwood organized the items 
by category: tops, dresses, jackets, pants, 
skirts, shoes and bags were each given their 
designated area and within each grouping, 
the items were arranged by color. Pinsky 
says if you make sure every item has a 
place, then you have no excuse not to put it 
back. 

For hanging items, Smallwood invested 
in all new coordinating hangers, which help 
create visual order and symmetry within 
the closet. “It’s crazy how much easier it 
is to get dressed in the morning when you 
start your day with a sense of calm,” Small¬ 
wood says. “I am no longer frustrated by not 
knowing where to start.” 

As for Pinsky’s parting words to Small¬ 
wood, she thinks they were, “Do not bring 
anything into your house that you do not 
need, love or will have no use for, even if it 
was free, a good deal or a gift.” 

The exercise had a profound effect on 
Smallwood: “I think we often don’t realize 
how much our environment plays such a big 
role on our mood, our self-esteem and even 
our style and the way we dress. By organiz¬ 
ing my closet, I can now create looks I had 
never put together before and I don’t dread 
that moment every day of deciding what to 
wear.” 

Pinsky adds, “When you are organized, 
everything in your life begins to feel more 
efficient.” But, she cautions, “you have to be 
ready to make the change. You have to be 
ready to let go of things.” 
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NEW ON DVD 

“Ant-Man and the Wasp”: The Wasp, as played 
by Evangeline Lilly, is the most powerful female 
superhero in the Marvel Comics Universe. On 
her own, she keeps the sequel to “Ant-Man” from 
being the kind of bland and mediocre offering 
that made the original film in 2015 such a small 
movie in the comic book-inspired movie world. 
The massive problem with the franchise that 
Lilly has had to counter is Paul Rudd. If “Ant- 
Man” were a silly comedy or a light romantic 
tale, Rudd would be a fine selection as the star. 
When it comes to making him the leading man in 
an action movie, it would be like hiring Thanos 
to operate a daycare. Director Peyton Reed has 
staged some interesting action sequences, includ¬ 
ing a car chase through the streets of San Fran¬ 
cisco. There’s nothing wrong with those scenes, 
but once they stop, the problems with the casting 
and script become gigantic. 



Marvel Studios 

Evangeline Lilly and Paul Rudd star in the recent 
DVD release “Ant-Man and the Wasp.” 

“Reprisal”: Bruce Wilhs is stuck in a movie 
rut. The man who once ruled the box office with 
a “Die Hard” approach to films has fallen into a 
funk with his starring roles. You have to be a fan 
of B-grade action offerings or a Willis maniac 
to recall such recent projects as “First Kill.” 

The slog down dreary acting lane continues 
with “Reprisal,” an action movie that features a 
sleepwalking effort by Wilhs. To be fair, the script 
and execution by director Brian A. Miller (who 
also was responsible for “Vice” and “The Prince”) 
is so amateurish, the only place to go was down. 
Through it all, Willis looks like he’s late to cash 
his check. He mumbles a few lines during the big 
brainstorming session to track down the thief, 
but the rest of the film is spent sitting at a kitchen 
table, in an ambulance or in a car. 

Also available on DVD: 

“Anna Karenina”: Award-winning TV adapta¬ 
tion of Leo Tolstoy romantic saga. 

“The Big Lebowski 20th Anniversary Limited 
Edition”: Along with the film, the set includes a 
bowling ball pencil holder, polishing cloth and 
sweater packaging. 

“Boundaries”: Vera Farmiga stars in this 
story of a single mother whose efforts to help her 
father on a cross-country trip go wrong. 

“Down a Dark Hall”: Students discover Black¬ 
wood Manor hides an age-old secret rooted in the 
paranormal. Uma Thurman stars. 

“Black Sails: The Complete Collection”: Series 
tells the classic story of feared pirate Captain 
Flint (Toby Stephens) and his many foes. 

“Whitney”: Filmmaker Kevin Macdonald of¬ 
fers a look at the life of singer Whitney Houston. 

“City Slickers: Collector’s Edition”: A New 
Yorker (Billy Crystal) convinces his friends to go 
on a cattle drive. Originally released in 1991. 

“My Little Pony: 35th Anniversary Edition 
Collection”: Included are the original 1986 “My 
Little Pony: The Movie” and the 2017 movie 
adventure. 

“Harry & Meghan: A Royal Romance”: Film 
based on the fairy-tale relationship between 
England’s Prince Harry and American actress 
Meghan Markle. 

“Ash vs Evil Dead: The Complete Collection”: 
Bruce Campbell stars in this series that follows 
up Sam Raimi’s cult-classic horror film “The 
Evil Dead.” 

“When Calls the Heart: Year Five (The 
Television Movie Collection)”: The 6-disc DVD 
set includes all six movies from the show’s fifth 
season. 


Brandon Micheal Hall is Miles Finer in the TV series “God Friended Me.” 
The show airs Mondays on AFN-Prime. 

CBS 



By Luaine Lee 
Tribune News Service 

W hen he was 15 years old, 
actor Brandon Micheal 
Hall was warned 
performing was not 
for him. “I had a teacher who told 
me that acting was not going to be 
financially stable and I shouldn’t do 
it. That was so much fuel,” he says. 

“I’ll never forget being in class 
and me saying, like, ‘Thank you.’ 
That was my confirmation that I 
NEED to go do this.” One year later 
he left home to attend the South 
Carolina Governor’s School for 
Arts and Humanities. 

His mother (who’d singly raised 
him) and his sister encouraged him 
to attend the boarding school. “My 
mom has always been supportive,” 
says Hall. ‘“If that’s what you want 
to do, you need to go in 200 per¬ 
cent.’” 

It’s clear that Hall has always 
done things 200 percent. When he 
was little he used to regale cus¬ 
tomers at Walmart with elaborate 
stories about how he met Mickey 
Mouse at Disney World, though 
he’d never been to Disney World. “I 
saw him on TV,” he says, grinning. 
“I was a storyteller.” 

He still is. And Hall is perform¬ 
ing a unique story in CBS’ new 
comedy “God Friended Me,” about 
an atheist whose life is upended 
when he receives the ultimate 
friend request on social media 
from — you guessed it — God. How 
faith intercedes in our lives is not 
only the subject of the show, but a 
pivotal part of Hall’s life. 

“I grew up in the church, reading 


the Bible, going to church three 
times a day — Southern Baptist 
— you were IN the church,” says 
Hall. 

“You gotta take your homework 
with you. I think that’s the reason 
why I took on the show because I fi¬ 
nally get an opportunity to gain my 
own relationship with God through 
this experience, because I’m going 
completely away, taking on the role 
of an atheist to find his way back to 
what God means to him,” he says. 

“My grandmother used to say 
this old Southern quote: ‘You can 
only ride on grandmother’s prayers 
for so long.’ God rest her soul, she’s 
not with us anymore,” he sighs. “So 
this came at a perfect time when 
I was in a place where I needed to 
see God for my own self” 

Hall, 25, says he always exhib¬ 
ited a questioning mind about 
religion, even as a kid. “Then I got 
to a certain point where I said, ‘OK, 
I’ll just take it at face value.’ But 
then I remember praying about two 
months ago, and I was saying the 
prayer like we always say them, I 
was like, ‘I have no idea who I’m 
talking to and why I’m saying this. 

I just know it makes me feel good, 
which is great. But what is my own 
personal relationship?”’ 

Today he says he’s not defined 
by any particular religion. “Spiri¬ 
tuality-wise, I find that meditation 
is working really well for me, and 
also when I pray and am having 
conversations with someone, no 
matter who that person may be in 
that moment, now I have a con¬ 
versation with some ‘one’ who I 
definitely can see, and I’m ready to 


hear what they have to say to me. 
Before it was just like, ‘Let’s go 
through the routine.’ But now it’s 
like, ‘I’m ready. What’s up? Let’s 
talk about some things.’ ” 

With his mom as inspiration. 

Hall developed self-reliance early. 
“Growing up without a dad, that 
showed me independence and 
showed me respect for single 
strong women,” he says. “Mom 
taught me the essence of work.” 

And work he did. At 14, he landed 
his first job at Chick-fil-A. The fol¬ 
lowing year he toiled at both Chick- 
fil-A and counseled at the YMCA. 

He landed his first acting job 
while he was still in school. “It 
was a pilot for CBS called ‘LEE,’ a 
medical drama using only millen- 
nials. I was 21 and was working at 
Teavana, a tea shop, as a barista 
and was a bike courier delivering 
food on the Upper East Side. I was 
so fit, great abs,” he says, laughing. 

Parts in “Search Party” and 
the starring role in “The Mayor” 
followed. “The thing that scares 
me — and it won’t happen because 
I have too many people in my life 
that are keeping me on the straight 
and narrow and center... what 
scares me is to get too commercial 
and you start losing the sense of 
the message behind what you’re 
doing,” he says. 

“I won’t want to watch the screen 
one day and say, ‘THAT’S what I 
was working on, I took that risk?’ 

I never want to do that. I want to 
make sure that what I’m always 
working on is uplifting, is contro¬ 
versial in a way that makes people 
talk and question, and that it chang¬ 
es me in some kind of way.” 


— Rick Bentley/Tribune News Service 
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Finding 

balance 

Shamans-for-hire leading 
latest wellness revolution 

By Lavanya Ramanathan 
The Washington Post 

T wenty souls sprawled on the floor of the 

hotel wellness spa, swaddled in earth-toned 
blankets. Their eyes were closed. A jellybean¬ 
sized crystal rested on each forehead. 
Shhwwwoo! That was Deborah Hanekamp, audibly 
sucking up the air as she placed her hands on one of 
the young women, who trembled at the touch. 

A stylish woman in her late 30s, with a wrist tattoo 
peeking from her long, flowy dress, Hanekamp is a 
modern shaman, the preferred healer of New York’s 
fashion crowd — although on this day she was chant¬ 
ing for an audience on Washington’s K Street power 
corridor. She’d come to give a “medicine reading,” 
a ceremony that at various points had her shaking 
a rattle and letting loose a musical wail, spraying 
strange, fragrant concoctions into the air and stalking 
the room with a leafy branch, which she rhythmically 
tapped on the supine bodies below. 


Colleen McCann, at left and above, is 
a fashion stylist turned shaman based 
in Venice, Calif., who specializes in 
scrubbing bad energies from the 
wardrobes of her clients. 

Photos by Jeremy BAu/For The Washington Post 

Deborah Hanekamp, the shaman- 
trained owner of Mama Medicine, 
below, performs what she calls a 
medicine reading for visitors to 
Washington’s Eaton Workshop hotel. 

Lavanya RAMANATHAN/The Washington Post 


Among them was Myra Chung, 26, who later de¬ 
scribed the experience as connecting to the greater 
vibes of the universe. 

“It’s all about energy, you know?” she said. “(Rap¬ 
per) Kendrick Lamar said that. T can feel your energy 
from two planets away.’” 

Wellness, the 2018 Edition, certainly seems to be cata¬ 
pulting us further into the astral plane. Like the seekers 
of the 1960s and ’70s, a new generation of self-care 
devotees is taking up ceremonial sage burnings (known 
in New Age circles as “smudging”), singing bowls, Japa¬ 
nese reiki, crystals, Mayan sweat lodges and ayurvedic 
massages. Sephora is selhng a $160 rose-quartz Crystal 
Energy Comb. And the spiritually lost are seeking face 
time with shamans — in the case of Hanekamp’s clients, 
paying $325 an hour for the privilege. 

“There’s a more inner, profound searching that 
I’m seeing in myself and a lot of people around me,” 
said Katherine Lo, the millennial executive behind 
Eaton Workshop, the new hotel/club/workspace hybrid 
in downtown Washington that hosted Hanekamp’s 
ceremony. Eaton is now contracting with its own sha- 
manic consultant. 


Lo’s personal mid-20s emotional 
fugue took her to a Zen monastery, 
a famed Big Sur retreat, and Anally, 
to a shamanic workshop in Arizona. 
There, she says, she was induced 
into a trance by drumming. “You 
learn on one level to just connect to 
nature and start to receive mes¬ 
sages from nature,” she said. 

“It’s bringing information from 
the invisible,” adds Francois 
Demange, the Eaton’s on-call sha¬ 
man. “Somehow, I believe that’s 
what people are looking for — hav¬ 
ing access to more than what the 
world is giving them.” 

“I hate to use ‘cultural mo¬ 
ment,”’ says Lo. “But all my peers 
are searching for this, when they 
wouldn’t have cared 10 years ago.” 

For most of us, “shaman” may 
evoke images of headdresses and 
trippy nights in the forests of South 
America. 

But there’s no one kind of sha¬ 
man. The word itself is said to hail 
from Siberia, and shamans have 
existed in many forms around the 
world for centuries: In Korean 
cultures, they’re called mudang; 
in Yoruba, babalawo; among the 
Bedouins, fugara. 

What they have in common, says 
Susan Mokelke, president of the 
35-year-old Foundation for Sha¬ 
manic Studies in Mill Valley, Calif., 
is an ability to converse with spirits. 
“Shamans alter their state of consciousness,” 
she says. Whether they do that with mind- 
bending drugs or with a steady beat of a drum, 
they aim to journey mentally into the depths of 
another realm. “They acknowledge there are 
two realities.” 

Her foundation, started by anthropologist 
Michael Hamer, promotes an amalgam of 
shamanism from Hamer’s studies around the 
world, says his widow, Sandra Hamer. “It’s 
acultural,” Hamer says. “It was important 
that we weren’t stealing anybody’s spiritual 
property.” 

But the shamans of this resurrected New 
Age have broadened their services. In Miami, 
the spa at the Faena Hotel enlisted a Mexican 
shaman to oversee its “healing” treatments, 
which aren’t exactly massages so much as 
spiritual greasings-up (starting at $300), 
complete with “Sacred Oils, butters, resins, 
healing stones and poultices,” according to the 
menu. In the eco-chic Mexican vacation des¬ 
tination of Tulum, shamans lead sweat lodges 
known as temazcals, drawing seekers nursing 
broken hearts or stressed-out minds. You can 
And shamanic drumming playlists on Spotify. 

For some seekers, the allure of shamanism 
can be slightly more illicit: Some shamans, 
including Demange, offer ayahuasca, one of 
the buzziest dmgs of the year and a potent 
ceremonial psychedelic that turns shamanic 
journeys, into, well, full-on trips. 

Some shamans don’t even call themselves 
shamans — Hanekamp doesn’t, for example 
— but for many it’s part of their marketing. 
Colleen McCann is a former fashion styl¬ 
ist who now offers a full array of shamanic services 
— crystals, sage-burning, energy-channeling — for a 
client base of music executives, admen, fashionistas. 
Wall Street titans and staffers for the lifestyle empire 
known as Goop (she’s its in-house shaman and crystals 
expert). One of her speciflc market niches: scrubbing 
bad energies from their wardrobes. 

It all started one night a decade ago, she says, when 
she was trying to get a 2 a.m. sandwich at a New York 
bodega. She was struck by a clairvoyant vision — a 
voice, really, that warned her of a flght that was about 
to occur over the price of the bananas. What followed 
was a long string of coincidences, strange encounters 
and psychic consultations, somehow culminating in 
her enrollment in shaman school. 

Speaking during a break at her own shamanic 
workshop in Nashville, McCann compared herself to 
social-media trendsetters, who can sway followers’ 
purchases, clothing choices and more. 

“People say, ‘You don’t look like a shaman.’ Which 
I take as a huge compliment actually, because we’re 
seeing healers diversify and go into different spaces 
than they normally would.” 
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Fed up 

Female rage is all the 
rage. Can we harness 
it to help mothers? 

By Kimberly Seals Allers 
Special to The Washington Post 

A s a woman, I am angry. But as a 

mother, I’m seething. There’s a robust 
conversation right now about the 
historical and present power of female 
rage as a tool for social change. A number of 
books, articles and social media hashtags are 
pointing out that women are fed up. Instead of 
being silenced by patriarchal ideas of women’s 
emotions as “hysteria,” women are embracing 
their anger as a social and political force to be 
reckoned with. 

That is great news for women. But what about 
mothers as a key subset of women? 

Truth is, mothers have plenty of reasons to be 
angry. We live in the only industrialized nation 
that doesn’t offer a federal paid parental leave, 
our maternal mortality rates are rising while 
rates in other developed countries are in de¬ 
cline or flat, and affordable, quality child care 
feels like a national oxymoron. Studies indicate 
that the “maternal wall” — bias toward moth¬ 
ers in hiring and promotion practices — is more 
pervasive than the glass ceiling. These are just 
some of the policy failures and systemic gaps 
that can rob us of the joy of motherhood and 
make us angry. 

But instead of focusing on these pernicious 
structural barriers or organizing to dismantle 
them, motherhood is shrouded in the so-called 
“mommy wars.” It’s all terribly cliche: The op¬ 
pressed turning on the oppressed instead of the 
oppressor. Lines are drawn over infant feeding 
options, educational choices, or being a work¬ 
ing mom outside of the home versus making 
mothering at home your full-time work. 

The frustration among mothers is exploited 
by commercial interests, for profit. Witness the 
ad that used the alleged “mommy wars” to fuel 
the $7 billion dollar U.S. infant formula indus¬ 
try. Mothers are also marketed to as “types” 
such as soccer moms, then targeted for all the 
consumer goods that type needs — from the 
stroller to the minivan. 

In “Good and Mad: The Revolutionary Power 
of Women’s Anger,” author Rebecca Traister 
argues that women’s anger has been most effec¬ 
tive when it is framed as a maternal instinct. No 
one questions or criticizes the proverbial mama 
bear fighting to protect her cubs. But even this 
is about mothers fighting for something else 
— not for themselves. 

“Motherhood is other-hood,” says Martha Joy 
Rose, who founded the Museum of Motherhood 
and the MaMaPaLooZa festival. “If moth¬ 
ers are fighting against something bad or for 
something good for others, that’s fine. But there 
is very little interest in supporting mothers to 
fight for themselves,” Rose says. 

Part of the larger problem is that for far too 
long motherhood has been associated with 
martyrdom and selflessness. Early waves of 
feminism did not value mothering as important 
work, and even today many feminist circles 
don’t include the issues of mothers as a central 
part of their agenda. Motherhood is sold as soft, 
warm and fuzzy, which makes our anger seem 
displaced and abnormal. But the reality is, by 
and large, mothers are being screwed by the 
system, and we’re mad as hell. 

The good news is that we are at a crucial 
turning point. We should celebrate that female 
rage is becoming socially acceptable. And 
mothers need to capitalize on this moment and 
turn our collective anger into action by fighting 
for the policies we all need to thrive. 



Here are some ways to make the most of the current 
women’s movement to unite mothers and create real 
change. 


Model healthy anger: 
“Mothers need to have a 
healthy relationship with 
their anger and a safe place 
to express it, such as writ¬ 
ing or meditation,” says 
Molly May, author of “Body 
Full of Stars: Female Rage 
and My Passage Into Moth¬ 
erhood.” “Mothers can 
model anger as a normal 
human emotion and can 
teach their children how to 
interact and manage it.” 

Do a self-examination: 
Avoid falling into discours¬ 
es that misdirect maternal 
anger. If a media outlet, 
corporation or organiza¬ 
tion is clearly seeking to pit 
mothers against mothers, 
reject the impulse. “Each 
of us should consciously 
remove the goggles from 
the water we are all swim¬ 
ming in and ask, ‘Is this 
real? Why am I buying into 
this?”’ says Rose. 

Health care: The number 
of uninsured Americans 
rose by about 3.2 million 
people in the past year, 
according to MomsRising. 
org. Losing health care, in¬ 
cluding protections against 
preexisting conditions, 
is something all families 
should care about. 

Paid/medical leave: Only 
13 percent of Americans 
have access to paid family 
leave through their em¬ 
ployer, and only 37 percent 
have personal paid medical 
leave, according to Moms- 
Rising.org. The Family 


Act is a comprehensive 
federal leave program that 
is accessible to all working 
people and is affordable 
and cost-effective. Get 
involved to help get this bill 
passed in the U.S. Senate 
and learn what is happen¬ 
ing on the state level. 

Equal pay: The Pay- 
check Fairness Act is a 
much needed update to the 
five-decades old Equal Pay 
Act. The bill has stronger 
incentives to deter wage 
discrimination by strength¬ 
ening penalties for equal 
pay violations, provides 
greater protections against 
retaliation against workers 
and empowers women to 
negotiate for equal pay. 

Maternal mortality: 

The MOMS Act (Modern¬ 
izing Obstetric Medicine 
Standards) is new legisla¬ 
tion that provides funding 
to hospitals with obstetrics 
and gynecology practices 
that want to improve their 
response to pregnancy- 
related complications and 
improve standards, among 
other benefits. The bill was 
just introduced by Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand, D- N.Y. 

Affordable child care: 
Access to high-quality af¬ 
fordable child care should 
be a right for all families. 
Many are forced out of the 
workforce because of the 
high cost of care. Learn 
about campaigns to im¬ 
prove affordable child care 
options. 


THE MEAT AND 
POTATOES OF LI 

Lisa Smith Molinari 

The obituary 
ni never forget 

A few years ago, a friend sent me the link to an 
obituary she’d read in the Boston Globe that 
morning. I didn’t know the woman who had 
died. Mrs. Louise Bickford was a complete 
stranger to me. However, my friend shared the article 
because Louise had been a military spouse, like me. 

The obituary made no reference to an impressive 
career or professional achievements on Louise’s part. It 
didn’t mention awards or attempts to change the world. 
None of the traditional barometers of success. 

But this seemingly unremarkable newsprint about a 
military spouse I never knew somehow tapped into my 
psyche and left an indelible mark. 

After reading the obit, my friend and I exchanged mes¬ 
sages such as, “She did the New York Times crossword 
in pen. I can’t even do it in pencil.” And, “Wow, I can only 
hope that I leave that kind of legacy.” And then my friend 
and I went back to our busy routines, leaving behind the 
shared tidbit about Mrs. Louise Bickford, the 85-year-old 
Army wife who died on December 9, 2015. 

The only problem was, I couldn’t forget. 

The 600-word description of Louise’s life had seeped 
into my subconscious, surfacing when I needed to quell 
doubts about my place in the world. The memory of the 
obituary has become a mantra that I conjure to soothe the 
fear that my life is insigniflcant or unimportant. 

Even though the article didn’t describe the accomplish¬ 
ments that are normally deemed print-worthy, the essay 
about Louise is a portrait of a life that truly mattered. 

I’ve been thinking more about Louise lately. With my 
husband retired from the Navy and our last child off to 
college, I recently interviewed for my first out-of-the- 
house job since 1996. I’ve spent the past two decades 
raising our three kids, moving, managing the household, 
volunteering and freelance writing from home. As I 
brace myself for rejection, I wonder, have I accomplished 
enough in life? Will this job save me from oblivion? Will 
my children be proud of me? 

According to the obituary written by Louise’s five 
children, Louise was born in 1930 and raised in a Penn¬ 
sylvania coal-mining town. The valedictorian of her high 
school class, she went on to get her teaching degree and 
to marry James Bickford, her husband of 40 years. “Jim’s 
Army career took him, Louise and the five children plus 
pets to postings in France, California, Kentucky, Iran, 
Wisconsin, Virginia, Turkey, Florida and. Anally, Penn¬ 
sylvania,” the obit read, adding that Louise parented the 
kids alone during Jim’s unaccompanied tours in Vietnam 
and Korea. The obituary described their mother’s “love 
of travel, curiosity about other cultures, organizational 
skills and pragmatic nature” that made her “well suited 
to her life as a military spouse.” 

After Jim retired from the Army, one might think he 
and Louise settled into a stable life without hardship. 
However, “a tragic accident left Jim a quadriplegic in 
1976.” Louise “spent the next 18 years as his primary 
caregiver until Jim’s death in 1994.” But she had always 
had a “great capacity to roll with the vicissitudes of life, 
accepting whatever difficulties life threw at her with 
humor, grace and style.” 

Louise spent the rest of her years “caring for her 
extensive brood,” and pursuing her many passions. Her 
children proudly described her as a “multi-faceted indi¬ 
vidual” who “taught swimming; was a substitute teacher; 
led Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops;... did the NY Times 
crossword puzzle in pen; played the piano; sang in cho¬ 
ruses; organized an international supper club; and was a 
gracious hostess her entire life. 

“Louise’s life was grounded by family, from her early 
life until her death,” and her family of five children, 12 
grandchildren and a great grandchild “loved and ad¬ 
mired” Louise for “her great wit, integrity, love of laugh¬ 
ter and independent spirit.” 

Mrs. Louise Bickford had it right. Regardless of the 
pressure to live up to traditional measures of success, 
ultimately, a life grounded by family is a life well-lived. 

Read more of Lisa Smith Molinari’s columns at: 

themeatandpotatoesoflife.com 

Email: meatandpotatoesoflifedJgooglemail.com 
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GAME HUNTING 

BY ROSS TRUDEAU / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ 



ACROSS 

1_Page, the Queen 

of Pinups 
7 Flavorful 

meat coating 
15 End-of-week cry 

19 O.K. to play, 

20 Obsession with a 

single subject 

22 Country’s McEntire 

23 '"We can’t play 

that game — I 

our shelf!" 

25 Operating 

system developed at 
Bell Labs 

26 Onetime White House 

family 

27 Corroded 

28 Sunken-ship sites 

30 Travel option 

for Birthright trips 

31 Natural-gas 

component 

34 Dress (up) 

35 Standout 

36 Turning point 

in history 
38 "My sincerest 

apologies, but that 
game is off the table” 
43 Unearth 

46 Bills 

47 Many a 

Snapchat posting 

48 Suit that’s 

hard to get into 
51 Old Buick 
53 What’s plucked 

in “she loves me, she 


54 “We can’t play 

that game unless we 
borrow 

someone else’s” 

56 Laughs and laughs 

57 French city grid 

58 People 

vis-a-vis gods 

59 It’s a trek 

60 “It_’’ (“Who’s 

there?” reply) 

61 Show overuse, 

62 They may have 

attachments 

63 Strand 

65 Hammarskjbld once 
oftheU.N, 

68 Provisions 

70 _school 

71 Bone connection with 

convex and concave 
fittings 

73_Mode, woman in 

“The Incredibles” 

75 Word repeated in the 

openings of “Star 
Wars” movies 

76 "I’m begging 
you, let’s not play 
that game!’’ 

77 Antinuclear 

treaty topic 

79 Pop-up site 

80 Daniel who 

wrote “Flowers 
for Algernon” 

81 Island greetings 

82 Take over 

83 Info in dating profiles 
85 "No, that game would 

be over in 
a flash" 

88 One of 26 for 
Walt Disney 
91 Common 
filler words 


92 Common 

filler words 

93 “If you are always 

trying to be_, 

you will never know 
how amazing you 
can be”: Maya 
Angelou 

96 Praise for a picador 
98 Frida Kahlo, 
por ejemplo 

100 Novelist McEwan 

101 Grammy winner 

102 Cosmonaut Gagarin 

103 “I’ve finally decided! 
I’m ...” 

109 Small matter 

110 “Looking to go 
somewhere?” 

lllDensest natural 
element 

112Bead source 

113 Officials in 
ancient Rome 

114 They vary from past 
to present 

DOWN 

1 Isolated hill 

2 Surround with light 

3 1996 Robert De Niro/ 

Wesley Snipes 
psychological 
thriller 

4 Bird in 

a holiday song 

5 “Black_,” Georgia 

O’Keeffe painting at 
the Met 

6 Ewoks or Jawas, 

in brief 

7 One of academia’s 

Seven Sisters 

8 Impersonate 

9 It might result in 

a defensive TD 

10 Aviary sound 


11 Full of 

broodiness, say 

12 Cheerleader’s cheer 

13 Synchronized states 

14 Narcissist’s quality 

15 Who you really are 
16M-F-M, e.g. 

17 One of the first birds 

released by Noah 
after the flood, in 

18 Kind of number 

nowadays 
21 “Of course!” 

24 Krazy_of 

the comics 
29 More villainous 

31 Hosp. readout 

32 Penalties for illegal 

bowls in cricket 

33 Largest active 

Antarctic volcano 

34 Little ’un 
37 Vessels seen 

in 2004’s “Troy” 

39 Like albino alligators 

40 General_chicken 

41 Work (up) 

42 Things needed 

in passing? 

44 Supervdlam 

in DC Comics 

45 More smoky, 

as Scotch 

48 Goals 

49 Bird named 

for a Titan 

50 Polling calculations 

52 Spill coffee 

53 Blandishment 

55 Actor’s honor, 

informally 

56 Rigid 
59 Attacked 


60 They’re shared 
among friends 

63 Whiz 

64 Classic work whose 

“shorter” version 

in two vols. 

66 Image on the ceiling 

of la chapelle Sixtine 

67 Classic Pontiacs 
69 He’s often pictured 

carrying an 
hourglass 


71 Apply haphazardly 

72 It comes just before a 

73 List-ending abbr. 

74 Scale site 

75 Fleet 

76 When doubled, 

dismiss out of hand 

78 Low voices 

79 Turn’s partner 
82 Secondary 

loan signer 


84 D.C. insider 

86 Get-go 

87 Old vacuum tube 

89 Suspect statements? 

90 Fix, as a 

model plane 

94 _-nest 

95 Aesop’s “The 

_and the 

Grasshopper” 

97 Is for all intents and 
purposes 


98 Taurus or Touareg 

99 _Marino 

101 Big name 
in speakers 

102 Go on and on 

104 Tyrant Amin 

105 Catch 

106 “Despicable Me” 
protagonist 

107 Ominous sight 
at a beach 

108 Go bad 


GUNSTON STREET 


RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE 



THEN HE OVmCHARGBti 
WB, LONG STOfty 
_SHORT.__ 


PLEASE STOP SAVim 
"L0N6 STORY SHORT', 


“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com. Online: gunstonstreet.com. 





The story of the U.S. military's role 
in Afghanistan, as seen through 
the eyes of Stars and Stripes 
journalists covering America's 
longest war. 
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TV son: Filming 'The Conners' without Barr 'odd' 




By John Carucci 

Associated Press 

mhe Conners” star Michael 
Fishman says dealing with 
the cancellation of the 
“Roseanne” reboot was 
heartbreaking, but describes the return 
of the cast in the revamped show without 
Roseanne Barr as a gift. 

Fishman was among “The Conners” 
stars who came out for the premiere of the 
show Tuesday night at the Paley Center 
in New York — the same night it made its 
debut on ABC. 

Barr was fired from “Roseanne” after 
making a racist tweet about Valerie Jar- 
rett, a top official in the administration of 
former President Barack Obama. She was 
dismissed shortly thereafter, and the show 
was canceled. 

Fishman plays Roseanne’s son D J on the 
show, and had been a part of “Roseanne” 
since he was a boy. He describes moving 
on without Barr in the spinoff as “odd.” 

“We had such a close relationship and 
we think about her all the time. But, at the 
same time, we know as a group that we 
kind of collectively have taken the decision 
to carry the legacy, and so it’s important 
for us to do it right,” Fishman said. 

But it was a little nerve-wracking before 
the spinoff was announced. 

“Well it was a heartbreaking summer, 
but then the idea of coming back was just 
kind of this amazing gift. You know this 
will be the third time that we’re all togeth¬ 
er in this way and trying to bring these 
characters to life. And it’s a really special 
opportunity,” Fishman said. 

The Nielsen company said Wednesday 
that 10.5 million people tuned in, larger 
than any other ABC show this new season. 
But it didn’t come close to the 18.2 million 
people who watched the first episode of the 
“Roseanne” reboot last spring. 

Lecy Goranson, who plays Becky, says 
Barr’s firing initially affected so many 
more. “I think what people don’t under¬ 
stand is it’s not just the cast or the writers. 
We have a huge crew that was also put out 
by all of this, and people who not only love 



ABC 

Sara Gilbert, from left, Jayden Rey, Michael Fishman, Ames Mcnamara, John Goodman, Laurie Metcalf, Lecy Goranson and Emma 
Kenney star on “The Conners,” which premiered in the U.S. on Tuesday. The show airs Fridays on AFN-Pulse. “Well it was a heart¬ 
breaking summer,” Fishman said. “But then the idea of coming back was just kind of this amazing gift. You know this will be the 
third time that we’re all together in this way and trying to bring these characters to life. And it’s a really special opportunity.” 


to work, but they love to work with each 
other,” Goranson said. 

The new series begins after the death of 
Barr’s character. 

Goranson thinks that while Barr’s infa¬ 
mous tweet was racially insensitive, she 
doesn’t believe that Barr is a racist. 

“I feel like the comment was racist. I 
think undeniably it was. And part of what 
I thought was what it must be like to be a 
black person in America and grow up to 


hear those comments, whether it’s at the 
grocery store or in the media or wherever 
you are, over and over and over again. And 
how that must chip at yourself over time, 
even — especially if it’s casual,” Goranson 
said. 

However, Goranson says she doesn’t 
think Barr’s tweet reflects who she is as a 
person. Nevertheless, she feels Barr acted 
irresponsibly. 

“Do I think Roseanne is a racist? No. Has 


she ever said a racist thing to me one time? 
Never. So, to me it was a political thing. It 
was a mistake. But you know, if you’re that 
— if you’re on the forefront of a show and 
you’re the star — you have to take account¬ 
ability for what you say and do. And, un¬ 
fortunately, this was the outcome, and it’s 
devastating,” Goranson said. 

Co-stars Sara Gilbert and John Good¬ 
man were also at the premiere, but de¬ 
clined to walk the red carpet. 


Michael Buble quashes rumors 
of his retirement from music 


‘Orange Is the New Black’ to wrap 


By Jonathan Landrum Jr. 

Associated Press 

Michael Buble is shutting down 
rumors that he’s going to retire 
from music, saying he was mis¬ 
quoted in a recent interview. 

Buble told the AP on Tuesday 
that he is not planning on retir¬ 
ing anytime soon. He disputes an 
Oct. 13 interview published in the 
Daily Mail that said he would quit 
music after the release of his up¬ 
coming album, “Love,” due Nov. 
16. 

The report suggested the Gram- 
my-winning singer was stepping 
away from music for good follow¬ 
ing his son Noah’s cancer battle, 
but Buble said the story is false. 

“I’ll keep going until the news 
of my death comes out, which 
will probably be fake too,” he said 
with a chuckle. “At that point, 
you’re really famous now. Things 
are really going well on this re¬ 
cord. Buble is hanging with Elvis. 
... Buble and Elvis having fried 
peanut butter and banana sand¬ 


wiches together.” 

The Canadian singer took a 
two-year break from public life 
to spend time with his family be¬ 
fore recording his eighth studio 
album. 

He and his wife, actress Luisa- 
na Lopilato, have two sons, Elias 
and Noah, together and welcomed 
a baby girl named Vida Amber 
Betty in July. 

The singer said he learned 
about the report after receiving 
text messages from friends. In 
reply to his friends, he told them: 
“Consider the source.” 

Buble called the Daily Mail re¬ 
port “negative energy.” As a pub¬ 
lic figure, he said he understands 
it comes with the territory, but 
still doesn’t want to deal with it. 

“I’m not strong enough to deal 
with it, so I don’t deal with it,” he 
said. “By the way, those friends 
that wrote me, I said to them. 
Thank you so much for caring 
about my well-being. Do me a 
favor; don’t share it with me. Send 
me pictures of your kids and tell 



AP 


Singer Michael Buble said he 
was misquoted in a recent 
interview and he is not planning 
to retire anytime soon. “I’ll keep 
going until the news of my death 
comes out, which will probably 
be fake too,” Buble said. 

me how you’re doing, because I 
much rather know about that.’” 

Buble is known for his criti¬ 
cally-acclaimed albums “Come 
Fly with Me” and “Caught in the 
Act.” 


“Orange Is the New Black” is 
fading to black after its upcom¬ 
ing seventh season. 

Cast members posted a 
video Wednesday announc¬ 
ing the series’ 2019 end, which 
was confirmed by a Netflix 
spokeswoman. 

In the video, the actresses 
thanked fans for their support 
and promised a fulfilling wrap- 
up to the comedy-drama set in a 
women’s prison. 

“Orange Is the New Black” 
was inspired by Piper Kerman’s 
memoir about her time in feder¬ 
al prison. The show was nomi¬ 
nated twice for top-series Emmy 
honors, and Uzo Aduba won two 
acting trophies. The series was 
an early hit for Netflix. 

The last season’s 2019 release 
date for “Orange Is the New 
Black” wasn’t announced. 

Film of Judy Blume’s 
book is in development 

Judy Blume has at long last 
agreed to a feature film adapta¬ 
tion of her seminal 1970 young 


adult novel “Are You There 
God? It’s Me, Margaret.” 

Writer and director Kelly 
Fremon Craig is set to adapt and 
direct the film, which will be 
produced by James L. Brooks’ 
Grade Films. It does not yet 
have a script or distributor. 

Blume tweeted in August that 
she was in Los Angeles meeting 
about film and series adapta¬ 
tions of her books after years of 
turning down offers. 

Deadline first reported the 
news. 

Other news 

■ Chaka Khan has been 
named grand marshal of the 
2019 Rose Parade Tourna¬ 
ment of Roses President Gerald 
Freeny announced the selec¬ 
tion Wednesday. He saluted the 
Grammy Award-winning sing¬ 
er’s efforts as an activist and 
praised her gourmet dark choc¬ 
olates. She sells her own line of 
chocolates called Chakalates. 
From wire reports 
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By Jamal Khashoggi 
Special To The Washington Post 

A note from Karen Attiah, Washington 
Post Global Opinions editor: 

I received this column from Jamal 
Khashoggi’s translator and assistant the 
day after Jamal was reported missing in 
Istanbul. The Post held off publishing it be¬ 
cause we hoped Jamal would come back 
to us so that he and I could edit it together. 
Now I have to accept: That is not going to 
happen. This is the last piece of his I will 
edit for The Post. This column perfectly 
captures his commitment and passion for 
freedom in the Arab world. A freedom he 
apparently gave his life for. I will be for¬ 
ever grateful he chose The Post as his final 
journalistic home one year ago and gave 
us the chance to work together. 

I was recently online looking at the 
2018 “Freedom in the World” report 
published by Freedom House and 
came to a grave realization. There is 
only one country in the Arab world that 
has been classified as “free.” That nation 
is Tunisia. Jordan, Morocco and Kuwait 
come second, with a classification of “part¬ 
ly free.” The rest of the countries in the 
Arab world are classified as “not free.” 

As a result, Arabs living in these coun¬ 
tries are either uninformed or misin¬ 
formed. They are unable to adequately 
address, much less publicly discuss, mat¬ 
ters that affect the region and their day-to- 
day lives. A state-run narrative dominates 
the public psyche, and while many do not 
believe it, a large majority of the popula¬ 
tion falls victim to this false narrative. 
Sadly, this situation is unlikely to change. 

The Arab world was ripe with hope dur¬ 
ing the spring of 2011. Journalists, aca¬ 
demics and the general population were 
brimming with expectations of a bright 
and free Arab society within their re¬ 


A s genetic engineering contin¬ 
ues to advance, playing God has 
never seemed so easy. And yet 
humans have never seemed so 
powerless. 

Consider the blue rose. For centuries, 
blue roses were considered genetically 
impossible. Countless scientists tried to 
hybridize roses with other bluish or indigo 
flowers, resulting in, at best, a purplish 
mauve. And so the blue rose has been a 
literary symbol for the unattainable — the 
concept of immortality, or an unrequited 
love. “Because other people are not such 
wonderful people,” Jim tells Laura in Ten¬ 
nessee Williams’ “The Glass Menagerie.” 
“... They’re common as weeds, but you, 
well, you’re Blue Roses!” 

Science, however, has no regard for such 
poetry. Researchers from Tianjin Univer¬ 
sity and the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
recently announced they had done the im¬ 
possible. By engineering a bacteria that can 
tweak the DNA of plants, they were able to 
convert proteins found in the flower’s petal 
into the blue pigment indigoidine. They in¬ 
jected that bacteria into a white rose, and 
presto — an undeniably bluish smudge ap¬ 
peared on one of the flower’s petals. The 
project has a long way to go before the 
flower is perfected, but researchers excit¬ 
edly predict that blue-hued roses will hit 
the market in the next few years. 

Such an advancement is, of course, 
worth celebrating. Ever since we peeled 
back the curtain to reveal the secret ge- 


spective countries. They expected to be 
emancipated from the hegemony of their 
governments and the consistent interven¬ 
tions and censorship of information. These 
expectations were quickly shattered; these 
societies either fell back to the old status 
quo or faced even harsher conditions than 
before. 

My dear friend, the prominent Saudi 
writer Saleh al-Shehi, wrote one of the 
most famous columns ever published in 
the Saudi press. He unfortunately is now 
serving an unwarranted five-year prison 
sentence for supposed comments contrary 
to the Saudi establishment. The Egyptian 
government’s seizure of the entire print 
run of a newspaper, al-Masry al Youm, 
did not enrage or provoke a reaction from 
colleagues. These actions no longer carry 
the consequence of a backlash from the 
international community. Instead, these 
actions may trigger condemnation quickly 
followed by silence. 

As a result, Arab governments have 
been given free rein to continue silenc¬ 
ing the media at an increasing rate. There 
was a time when journalists believed the 
internet would liberate information from 
the censorship and control associated with 
print media. But these governments, whose 
very existence relies on the control of in¬ 
formation, have aggressively blocked the 
internet. They have also arrested local re¬ 
porters and pressured advertisers to harm 
the revenue of specific publications. 

There are a few oases that continue 
to embody the spirit of the Arab Spring. 
Qatar’s government continues to support 
international news coverage, in contrast to 
its neighbors’ efforts to uphold the control 
of information to support the “old Arab 
order.” Even in Tunisia and Kuwait, where 
the press is considered at least “partly 
free,” the media focuses on domestic is¬ 
sues but not issues faced by the greater 


netic instructions underlying our exis¬ 
tence, we have developed a power to create 
that defies our conception of nature. We’re 
farming disease-resistant livestock. We’re 
growing unnaturally nutrient-rich crops. 
Someday, we might even eradicate inher¬ 
ited diseases from the human race. 

But this newfound, godly power is also 
profoundly disappointing. All the techno¬ 
logical advancements in the world have 
been dwarfed by the pace of our expanding 
power to destroy. 

In the Abrahamic tradition, God gave 
humankind dominion over life on Earth, 
bestowing upon it the responsibility to act 
as a steward of his creation. But despite our 
scientific advancements — and in many 
ways, because of it — the genetic makeup 
of life on Earth has suffered tremendously 
under our reign. 

Today, thousands of species of wildlife 
sit on the verge of extinction because of 
our actions. We have destroyed their habi¬ 
tats, fundamentally altered the climate by 
pumping carbon into the atmosphere and 
hunted down once-massive populations 
to groups so small that we can count the 
surviving animals on our fingers. So great 
is this anthropomorphic threat that scien¬ 
tists argue that we’re currently in one of 
the worst mass extinction events in the his¬ 
tory of the world — up there with a cata¬ 
clysmic volcanic eruptions and collisions 
with asteroids. 

We watch this collapse of Earth’s bio¬ 
diversity in slow motion, captured most 
presciently by the last remaining north¬ 
ern white rhinos — of which there are two 
females left — and the South China tiger. 


Arab world. They are hesitant to provide a 
platform for journalists from Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt and Yemen. Even Lebanon, the Arab 
world’s crown jewel when it comes to press 
freedom, has fallen victim to the polariza¬ 
tion and influence of pro-Iran Hezbollah. 

The Arab world is facing its own version 
of an Iron Curtain, imposed not by external 
actors but through domestic forces vying 
for power. During the Cold War, Radio 
Free Europe, which grew over the years 
into a critical institution, played an impor¬ 
tant role in fostering and sustaining the 
hope of freedom. Arabs need something 
similar. In 1967, The New York Times and 
The Washington Post took joint ownership 
of the International Herald Tribune news¬ 
paper, which went on to become a platform 
for voices from around the world. 

My publication. The Post, has taken the 
initiative to translate many of my pieces 
and publish them in Arabic. For that, I am 
grateful. Arabs need to read in their own 
language so they can understand and dis¬ 
cuss the various aspects and complications 
of democracy in the United States and 
the West. If an Egyptian reads an article 
exposing the actual cost of a construc¬ 
tion project in Washington, then he or she 
would be able to better understand the im¬ 
plications of similar projects in his or her 
community. 

The Arab world needs a modern version 
of the old transnational media so citizens 
can be informed about global events. More 
important, we need to provide a platform 
for Arab voices. We suffer from poverty, 
mismanagement and poor education. 
Through the creation of an independent in¬ 
ternational forum, isolated from the influ¬ 
ence of nationalist governments spreading 
hate through propaganda, ordinary people 
in the Arab world would be able to address 
the structural problems their societies 
face. 


which hasn’t been seen in the wild in de¬ 
cades. Conservationists are scrambling to 
come up with innovative solutions to save 
other species from a similar fate — pre¬ 
serving their DNA to perhaps be resur¬ 
rected one day, or mixing other related 
species into their gene pool to stave off the 
effects of inbreeding. 

But let’s be honest with ourselves. This 
is a fool’s errand. As more and more spe¬ 
cies march toward extinction, the work of 
conservation will increase exponentially. 
Barring some sort of miracle, our genetic 
Noah’s Ark will flood; our stewardship re¬ 
sponsibility as human beings will shatter. 
If you’re not convinced, take a look at the 
recent report in the Proceedings of the Na¬ 
tional Academy of Sciences showing that 
the “hyperalarming” loss of insects — one 
of the most important parts of any ecosys¬ 
tem — is more widespread across the globe 
than previously thought. 

This is hubris. We go about our lives 
stretching our intellectual capacity to bend 
the possibilities of nature to meet our de¬ 
sires. And we ignore the human-made cri¬ 
ses we inflict upon our planet because they 
are inconvenient to our lifestyles. 

Sooner or later, society will recognize 
all the damage we are inflicting upon our 
planetary paradise. Until then, while we 
continue to tinker with our new powers of 
creation, the fish of the sea, the birds of the 
air and all the creatures that crawl on the 
Earth will disappear. 

But at least we’ll have blue roses to lay 
on their graves. 

Robert Gebelhoff is an assistant editor for The 
Post’s Opinions section. 


New blue roses can’t hide our destructive powers 

By Robert Gebelhoff 

The Washington Post 
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OPINION 

What newspapers 
are saying at home 

The following editorial excerpts are se¬ 
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori¬ 
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates. 

Trump administration’s plan 
for drugmakers not a full cure 
Los Angeles Times 

The Trump administration on Monday 
unveiled its latest proposal for reining in 
the cost of pharmaceuticals: requiring 
television advertisements for prescription 
drugs to display the price tag of the medi¬ 
cation being promoted. For the 10 drugs 
seen most often on TV, the administration 
says, those list prices range from $535 to a 
whopping $11,000 per month or per course 
of treatment. 

Like the administration’s other efforts to 
address this issue, the mandate is a small 
response to an enormous problem. The 
United States spends more per capita on 
prescription drugs — roughly half a tril¬ 
lion dollars a year — than any other coun¬ 
try, and that spending has been increasing 
far faster than inflation, wages or the US. 
economy. The assumption behind the pro¬ 
posal is that forcing a pharmaceutical com¬ 
pany to reveal the list price of the fabulous 
new cure it is touting will somehow shame 
it into keeping the price down. 

Good luck with that. Although a handful 
of drugmakers have reduced or canceled 
price increases this year in response to 
President Donald Trump’s criticism, most 
have not. According to The Associated 
Press, prices went up on 4,412 brand-name 
drugs in the first seven months of 2018, 
and down on 46. 

Some critics also argue that it would vio¬ 
late the free speech protections of the First 
Amendment to force drug companies to 
disclose their list prices. And drugmakers 
note correctly that very few people actu¬ 
ally pay list prices. 

The proposal would reveal little about 
how much those drugs ultimately sell for, 
or how much people with insurance will 
pay for them — directly (through deduct¬ 
ibles and co-pays) and indirectly (through 
premiums). 

To its credit, the administration has 
been actively trying to slow the rise of 
drug costs through an array of often down- 
in-the-weeds reforms. And in sharp con¬ 
trast to what it has done on “Obamacare,” 
the administration’s efforts to boost com¬ 
petition, alter incentives and increase 
transparency have generally helped con¬ 
sumers. But drugmakers are unusually 
well insulated from the market forces the 
administration is trying to marshal — they 
have patents that guarantee them tempo¬ 
rary monopolies, products that are vital 
and even life-saving, and customers whose 
bills are often paid by insurers. It will take 
much more dramatic changes to make a 
meaningful difference in drug prices. 

Sears had saturation and 
success, yet it succumbed 
Chicago Tribune 

The most impressive statement to make 
about Sears as it seeks bankruptcy court 
protection is also the most damning: Sears 
was the Amazon of its time. 

Impressive because Sears really was 
that influential long ago. Damning because 
the company’s decline wasn’t preordained. 
Sears could have maintained pre-eminence 
and, in the digital era, elbowed out Ama¬ 
zon and other retailers. Some companies 
do preserve and build on success through 
reinvention. Look at McDonald’s, to choose 
another great Chicago-area company that 



has survived challenges and remains the 
iconic name in its industry. There was 
no law that said the biggest hamburger 
chain of the 20th century should still be 
competitive in 2018. McDonald’s kept up 
with changing consumer demands. Sears 
instead became a victim as its customers 
found other retailers who would better 
meet their needs. 

Early Monday morning, Hoffman Es- 
tates-based Sears filed for bankruptcy pro¬ 
tection. The company’s future now likely 
rests with outsiders, including its creditors 
and a federal judge. 

The dominance Sears squandered is 
breathtaking to consider. Richard Sears 
and Alvah Roebuck founded the company 
in 1893 — a remarkable 125 years ago — to 
sell watches by mail. As recently as the 
1960s, Sears was known as the “colossus” 
and “paragon” of American retailing. By 
1972, 2 of every 3 Americans shopped at 
Sears in any three-month period, and more 
than half of households had a Sears credit 
card, according to “The Big Store,” an en¬ 
gaging 1987 biography of the company by 
Donald R. Katz. The Sears Tower rose in 
downtown Chicago as “a lasting monument 
to the invincibility and boundlessness and 
extreme profitability of a company that 
now accounted for fully 1 percent of the 
Gross National Product,” Katz wrote. 

Parallels to Amazon are uncanny. Al¬ 
most 2 out of 3 US. adults purchased some¬ 
thing via Amazon in a three-month period 
in 2017, according to market researcher 
Packaged Facts. Amazon’s $177 billion in 
revenue last year is in the neighborhood of 
1 percent of GNP. And like the announce¬ 
ment that Sears would erect the world’s 
tallest building in Chicago, Amazon soon 
will make a dramatic pronouncement in 
real estate terms about its own boundless¬ 
ness when it chooses a location for a sec¬ 
ond headquarters. Wouldn’t it be fitting if 
Amazon chose Chicago? 

The question of what befell Sears isn’t 
hard to answer. It was internal attitude as 
much as external forces. Katz’s book ex¬ 
plored the hubris and insularity of a behe¬ 
moth that couldn’t imagine being usurped, 
and thus didn’t anticipate the rise of mall 
competition or discounters or, eventually, 
the internet. “Sears doesn’t have compe¬ 
tition save ourselves,” one company ex¬ 
ecutive quoted in “The Big Store” said in 
1975. “Sears is number one, two, three and 
four.” 

The company survived the turbulence of 
that era, then slowly lost relevance. Sears 
could have morphed into another Walmart 
or Target or Amazon — that is, it could 
have kept Chicago the Goliath of retailing 
cities — yet missed every opportunity. The 
last decade was one long slide downward. 
Now its existence is on the line. 

The most impressive statement about the 
company may now be its epitaph: Once and 
long ago. Sears was a mighty retailer. 


Warren should use her status 
to truly help American Indians 
Boston Herald 

With the controversy of Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren’s claims to be part Native Ameri¬ 
can still swirling through the political at¬ 
mosphere, it is important that we hear the 
voices of actual Native Americans. 

They’re not too thrilled. Native Ameri¬ 
can groups say they’re tired of being a “po¬ 
litical football” in the back and forth over 
Warren’s heritage claims. 

“It’s problematic in the sense that the 
general American imagination has this fas¬ 
cination with native people but overlooks 
what’s been done to them,” Raquel Halsey, 
the head of the North American Indian 
Center of Boston, told the Herald. “They 
think they’re honoring native people, but 
the real way to do that would be focusing 
on the issues that face native people,” like 
land rights, treaties, economic develop¬ 
ment and education, she said. 

According to Kim TallBear, a Canadian 
researcher on Native Americans, Warren’s 
DNA drop comes “despite her historical 
record of refusing to meet with Cherokee 
Nation community members who chal¬ 
lenge her claims.” 

Elizabeth Warren should meet with 
those Cherokee Nation members and have 
a robust discussion about their needs and 
challenges. 

Monday night Warren tweeted, “At the 
end of the day, I trust the people of Massa¬ 
chusetts to look at the facts about who I am 
and how I’ve lived my life and make their 
own judgment about me.” 

But who she is is still in question. An 
overture to the Native American com¬ 
munity would give her a fresh slate with 
which to build a legacy and serve to clearly 
define her. 

According to 2015 statistics from the 
Kaiser Family Foundation, “The rate of 
drug-related deaths among American In¬ 
dian and Alaska Native people has almost 
quadrupled since 1999, according to the 
Indian Health Service. It’s now double the 
rate in the US. as a whole. Oklahoma — 
home to the 120,000 citizens of Cherokee 
Nation — leads the country in prescription 
painkiller abuse.” 

As a whole, the total US. jobless rate 
among American Indians and Alaska 
Natives was 8.9 percent in 2016. That is 
compared with 4.9 percent for the US. as 
a whole, according to a Bureau Of Labor 
Statistics report. 

The Indian Health Service, which falls 
under the auspices of the US. Depart¬ 
ment of Health and Human Services, re¬ 
ports that “American Indians and Alaska 
Natives born today have a life expectan¬ 
cy that is 5.5 years less than the U.S. all 
races population (73.0 years to 78.5 years, 
respectively).” 


Sen. Warren, Native Americans need 
help. You are a powerhouse in Washington. 
You have an obligation to use your talents 
to improve their lives. Since you resurrect¬ 
ed the DNA issue for political gain, the op¬ 
portunity for a good faith gesture presents 
itself. Senator, we call on you to draw upon 
your own personal wealth and make a sub¬ 
stantial contribution to the cause of Native 
Americans. 

Dubious adoptions cruelly 
penalize immigrant families 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

A disturbing Associated Press report 
shines a light on what happens to immigrant 
children separated from their parents and 
forced into foster care settings mandated 
by the U.S. government. In a small number 
of cases, foster care networks have yanked 
permanent custody of young children from 
their natural parents to serve the adoption 
wishes of American families. 

These horrendous separation policies 
predated the Trump administration. That 
Democratic and Republican administra¬ 
tions were responsible for such atrocities 
means both parties are responsible for 
fixing it. The Trump administration has, 
however, made the problem worse by es¬ 
calating the family separation policy while 
coldly telling parents that permanently 
losing their children might be the price for 
entering this country illegally. 

Perhaps worse is that pious, pro-fam¬ 
ily, pro-life groups like Bethany Christian 
Services have become enablers for poli¬ 
cies that are anything but Christian and 
pro-family. Separating children from their 
parents, then putting them up for adoption, 
destroys lives and leaves indelible psycho¬ 
logical scars. 

A 3,900-word Associated Press investi¬ 
gative story tells the nightmare of Araceli 
Ramos Bonilla, a Salvadoran mother who 
was abused, threatened and badly beaten 
by the father of her then-toddler daughter, 
Alexa. Ramos decided to flee with Alexa to 
the United States in 2015. They were sepa¬ 
rated by authorities after being arrested in 
Texas. 

Ramos was deported. Alexa was hand¬ 
ed over to Bethany Christian Services, 
which enthusiastically answered the gov¬ 
ernment’s call for foster care help. Sarah 
Zuidema, a former Bethany supervisor, 
told the AP, “They just felt that if these 
kids could know Jesus, everything would 
be OK.” 

Enormous constitutional questions arise 
when the government seizes children and 
hands them over to groups seeking to in¬ 
doctrinate them religiously. Ramos was 
assumed to be some kind of heathen. She 
said she was forced to sign away custody 
of her child before being deported back to 
El Salvador. Her persistent pleas for help 
from U.S. authorities went nowhere. 

The Department of Homeland Security 
played dumb about the case, telling the AP 
it was unaware of “anyone contacting em¬ 
bassy or consulate in a foreign country to 
be reunified with a child. This is unsurpris¬ 
ing given the fact that these parents made 
a knowing decision to leave their child in a 
foreign country.” 

Ramos wasn’t alone. In Missouri, an¬ 
other case involved a baby separated from 
a Guatemalan mother arrested in an im¬ 
migration raid. A seven-year legal battle 
ensued, and the mother lost permanent 
custody to the child’s adoptive U.S. fam¬ 
ily. In Nebraska, the AP reported, another 
Guatemalan mother prevailed and got her 
kids back, but only after an expensive, five- 
year court battle. 

Yes, illegal immigration is an offense 
under the law. But it has never been, and 
never should be, an offense punishable 
by such Dickensian measures. These are 
tactics that made Argentina’s dictatorship 
so abhorrent. Has the U.S. government 
stooped to that level? 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Pint-sized 
4 Venomous viper 
7 Make invalid 

12 Actress Merkel 

13 Sheep call 

14 Game of 
chance 

15ICU pros 
16 Linda Ronstadt 
hit song 

18 Take to court 
191945 conference 
site 

20 Cash drawer 

22 Aussie hopper 

23 Slightly 
27 Glacial 
29 “Enough!” 

31 Not vacant 

34 Humiliate 

35 Red wine 

37 Scrape (out) 

38 Corn recipe 
39Mardi Gras VIP 
41 Judicial garb 
45 Danger 

47 Peace, to Caesar 

48 Linda Ronstadt 
hit song 

52— Dhabi 

53 Talked a blue 
streak? 

54 Sault — Marie 

55 Flushed 

56 Proverb 


57 Curvy letter 

58 Mao-tung 

DOWN 

1 German sausage 

2 Boredom 

3 Painter’s stand 

4 “Dear —” 

5 Periodic pay 

6 Sao —, Brazil 

7 “Mamma 
Mia” group 

8 PBS funder 

9 Aye canceler 

10 Popular card 
game 

11 Singer Rawls 
17 Thames town 
21 Cotton thread 

23 Traffic light color 

24 Fluffy scarf 

25 Apr. addressee 


26 Golf prop 
28 Biz bigwig 

30 Sturdy tree 

31 Little rascal 

32 Opposite 
of paleo- 

33 Ornate vase 

36 Nest setting 

37 Is real 

40 Obliterate 

42 Dizzying designs 

43 Innocents 

44 Give forth 

45 Work by Maya 
Angelou 

46 Caustic cleaners 

48 Doctrine 

49 Former 
Delta rival 

50 Boston team, 
for short 

51 Lanka lead-in 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



10-19 CRYPTOQUIP 


HTKKEJ HMEY P QIRETLT 


RLKPFB QPZRCPK JIE’L 


PKJPOL I RA I - L C MV FA PFB 


RYZPCRTFC: P CPRZTR COZT P. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF TWO PEOPLE 
DISAPPOINT ONE ANOTHER TO THE SAME DEGREE, 
WOULD YOU SAY THE FAILING IS MUTUAL? 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals C 

















































































































































































































































Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 


Friday, October 19,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 47 


&UES.S\K& 



YOU WERE 5TUtA6Em& 
ML WEEK \WTHEN \N 
N&OUT 10 STEPS. 

YOU WERE WMm& 
NORWiMLY. 


MikR\THOHERS WHO 
HNVE SEEN "THE U5UM. 
SUSPECTS" CKELTHI^ 
THE REYSER SbZE 
TRNNSmON. 




I'VE CotAE. FRotATUE. FUTURE 
To TELLTOU To LEARN FRofA 
TUE PASr...YHE TRtCRLE- 
PoWH TE,UMAN\l 'h COM\N' 
W WILL LPM WAfeTE. Tb THE. 
couNTRs iu«r A6. n Aimve> 
HA£. 6tFA.Hi FREP^RE 
while You ^.TILL 


R iJtTo wo 
l..,NoU'ME 

:N warned, 
Don't con\e 

ININ' To USE 
5C5UT IT 



OH WAIT, &0KKY- I &At/G 
YOU r/ "e" wouLo ge 
"MAK£ UP mr A30UT HIM 
AW p£$troy m cKmsiUTY: 




Tke fitsiYuiiYLg desk Wa£ 
uvi«ioYn.fort>al>le, £o Fm 
trying out a napping Jefik. 



<02010 glZAREb Sr(iT>lO£ 
Plst.w King featuMs 

Bizakro,com 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Fuel stat 
4 Old portico 
8 Unoriginal one 

12 Debtor’s letters 

13 Pakistani 
language 

14 Sandwich shop 

15 Old map letters 

16 Life stories 

17 Raw materials 

18 Flabbergasted 

21 Cow’s chaw 

22 Charged bit 

23 Aquarium growth 

26 Jewel 

27 Actor Efron 

30 TV’s “Warrior 
Princess” 

31 Refusals 

32 Nitwit 

33 Baton Rouge 
sch. 

34 Watch chain 

35 Lightheaded 
36Adj. modifier 

37 Earth (Pref.) 

38 Mobile sundae 
seller 

45 Ham’s dad 

46 Actor Neeson 

47 “— voyage!” 

48 Cathedral area 

49 Half a sextet 

50 Comic Philips 


51 Winter coaster 

23 Rocker Rose 

52 Puppy’s cry 

24 French article 

53 Civil War soldier 

25 Bearded beast 

26 Sailor 

DOWN 

27 Menagerie 

1 Fine spray 

28 Wood¬ 

2 Ritzy 

shaping tool 

3 Mentor 

29 Coquettish 

4 Tone down 

31 Freshness 

5 Attempted 

32 Entryway 

6 Air freshener 

34 Dime portrait 

target 

35 Swab, as a floor 

7 Down Under 

36 Yearned 

natives 

37 AOL alternative 

8 Prettify 

38 Hostels 

9 Lima’s land 

39 Furnace fuel 

10 Power CO. supply 

40 Roof overhang 

11 Jeopardize 

41 Suffix for million 

19 March 

42 Modern taxi rival 

Madness gp. 

43 Arrive 

20 Male cat 

44 Handle 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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10-20 


CRYPTOQUIP 


E QEPJ IG lOESP lOZI EL Z 

LZVGAY ZVJHEUZS XAJQEYI 

OZX KJJS HJESUZHSZIJX 

ZY Z XGSPJM, OJ’X KJ 

ZZHGS KAHHG. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: FELLOW FROM A 
CHINESE ISLAND CAPITAL WHO’S ALWAYS HIGH- 
STRUNG AND IMPATIENT: A TAIPEI TYPE A. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals M 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 

• Free ads are available only DOD ID Card 
holders selling personal merchandise. 

• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 

• Stars and Stripes reserves the right to 
re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads. 


starsi^stri pes. 


CLASSIFIED 

Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 





Advertising 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 

Circulation 

Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

Reader Letters 

letters@stripes.com 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

ietters@stripes.com 


ichiro Katayanagi CustomerFlelp@stripes.com 
+81(3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.com 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

ietters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 



■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 
(different breeds) for 


Automotive 140 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes Is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vllseckautosales.com 
Free Europe-wide delivery 

a 


Travel_1000 


Flotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

a 


Read 

STARSI^STRIPES. 

online at 


WWW, stri p 


Jobs Offered_^ 


OCONUS Positions Available!! 


Ikun, an Akima Company, is hiring! 


RAF Mildenhall, UK; Souda Bay, Greece and 
Sigonella NAS, Italy 

Do you have what it takes to be mission critical? 

Apply today for our current open positions supporting 
the Combat Air Forces C2ISR and Rescue Squadrons 
across the globe. Positions include Scheduling, 
Operations Training Support; Unit Deployment 
Manager; and Non-Aviation Programs & Readiness. 
Join a mission to improve training, readiness 
and aircrew retention. 

Learn more and apply online at 

www.ikun.com/careers. 


[ 


Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 




Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


STARSI^STRIPES 



PCS-ing to 

Fort Hood Army Base? 

browse and find a home at 

www.alltexashomes.com 




RE/MAX First Choke 
Cell 254-258-0777 


imidfis 


>11 Free; 888-454-0337 




llliiLOCAlIXG TO 
I1AMP10^^ ROADS, VA? 

Need Professional Property Management? 
Realty Services for Those Who Serve! 

^ KRICW.GAllDMJRcAPTpnusN 

REALTOR®, GRI®, ABR® 



OVKlt $3()K IN Virr UKWfUinS 2017/18 


I Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! | 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video games, 
celebrity antics... 

Get entertained with... 

STARS^^STRIPES. 


PCS-ing to 

LUKE AIR FORCE BASE? 


Search for homes for sale at 

www.LukeAirForceBaseSpecialist.com 

G-IIVARRATOII 

Arizona State 

Director at VAREP 




Lori&G-ll 

Coldwell Banker 

Lori@LukeAirForceBaseSpecialist.com 

Client Endorsements 

http://tinyurl.com/ClientEndorsements4LoriNG2 



Patricia Garcia 

Realtor®, MRP CalBRE #02037806 
Email me at sandiegomilitaryspecialist@gmail.C( 


This program is specifically offered to help those who serve our community 
and go above and beyond to make our community and lives better. 

• FREE APPRAISAL • CLOSING COST CREDITS 

• FREE HOME WARRANTY • COMPLIMENTARY HOUSE WARMING PARTY 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, STARSI^^STRIPES 
and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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.~ 

SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 





U.S.A 

+1-972-602-1670 Ext. 1701 
+1-800-264-8167 (US only) 
info@tgal.us 
www.tgal.us 


U.S. & GERMAN 
ATTORNEYS 


VEHICLE 

SHIPPING SERVICES 


Off Duty? 
Amuse Yourself! 


Ship Cars and Containers 


www.militarylawfirm.com 


0800-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447) 

info@worldwide-ship.de 

www.worldwide-ship.de 


AMERICAN 
DOCTORS 
■& STAFF 

^reatin0 ^eaCthy SmiCes 

• Certified Orthodontics 

• American Dental 
Hygienists 

• Family Dentistry 


Ramstein Dental Care 
06371 406 230 

Poststrasse 1,66877 Ramstein 
Ramsteindental.com 


Wiesbaden Dental Care 
06119 887 26 50 

Bahnstrasse 14,65205 Wiesbaden 
Wiesbadendental.com 


Be the one who really knows what’s going on! 


Transportation 


STARSf^STRIPES. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobilefor Android, iPhone & iPad 


Transportation 


Transportation 


STARSK^STRIPES. 


Never miss a Stars and Stripes. 

We report on issues that atfect you the most, 
covering military news from Capitol Hill to Europe, 
Pacific, the Middle East and the Pentagon. 

No one covers the bases the way we do. 
Wherever you need us, however you read us: 
Stars and Stripes is always for you. 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video games, 
celebrity antics... 

Get entertained with... 


Interglobal Shipping GmbH 

Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada 
Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings 
Contact your Pro's at the Docks todayll! 
info@interglobalshipping.de, 
www.interglobalshipping.de 


• Customs clearance 

• All Risk Marine Insurance 

• Auto Insurance (Germany only) 


Sauerwiesen 2, Kaiserslautern-Siegelbach, 
Germany 67661 • Call 0176 2005 2265 


Dental 


• International Shipping 

• Import & Export 

• Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) 

• Door to door pick-up/delivery service 


For Further Information Please Contact 


GERMANY 

+49(0)6134-2592730 
0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 
lnfo@transglobal-logistlcs.de 
www.transglobal-logistics.de 


UNITED KINGDOM 
+44(0)1638-515714 

enquiries@carshipuk.co.uk 

www.carshipuk.co.uk 


For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices/Agencies near Military Installations 




Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia 
and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for iPhone and Android and in a Tablet Edition for iPad. 


STARS^^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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You rely on your military community 
when you’re far from home. 

We get that. 

Use our community sites to connect and share during 
your time overseas. With base information, travel tips, 
restaurant reviews and even the score of your son’s 
high school basketball game, we’ve got you covered. 


Visit one of our community sites today! 

Sfri^sQ UAM sjcgBOKINAWA 


guam.stripes.com ■okiimawa.stbipes.comI 


^^NDREA %i^JAPAN 


KOREA.STRIPES.COM ■ JAPAN.STRIPES.COM 



Stay connected and hey, 
welcome to the neighborhood. 


EUROPE STRIPES.COM 
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Support 
the mission 


When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 

Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or emaii MemberServices®stripes.com for more information. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 
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Get the news 
that matters to you, 
from the source you trust. 





Daily Headlines | Veterans News | Military History | and more 

Sign up now for Stars and Stripes FREE eNewsletters 


STARSOSTRIPES. 


stripes.com/newsletters 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College football 


Schedule 

Frida y ^ O ct. 19 

Yale (3-2) at Penn (4-1) 

FAR WEST 

Colorado St. (3-4) at Boise St. (4-2) 

Air Force (2-4) at UNLV (2-4) 

Saturi^^ Oct. 20 

Miami (Ohio) (3-4) at Army (4-2) 
Lafayette (1-5) at Bucknell (1-6) 
Princeton (5-0) at Harvard (3-2) 
Central St. (Ohio) (3-4) at Robert Mor¬ 
ris (0-5) 

Northwestern (3-3) at Rutgers (1-6) 
Duquesne (4-3) at St. Francis (Pa.) (2-4) 
Cincinnati (6-0) at Temple (4-3) 

North Carolina (1-4) at Syracuse (4-2) 
Cornell (2-3) at Brown (1-4) 

Sacred Heart (3-3) at CCSU (4-3) 
Bryant (4-2) at Fordham (1-5) 
Davidson (5-2) at Marist (2-4) 

Campbell (5-1) at Monmouth (NJ) (4-2) 
Dartmouth (5-0) at Columbia (3-2) 
Lehigh (1-5) at Georgetown (3-4) 
Towson (5-1) at Albany (NY) (2-4) 
Houston (5-1) at Navy (2-4) 

Delaware (4-2) at New Hampshire (1-5) 
Coastal Carolina (3-3) at UMass (2-5) 
Rhode Island (4-2) at Stony Brook (5-2) 
SOUTH 

Auburn (4-3) at Mississippi (5-2) 
Virginia (4-2) at Duke (5-1) 

Richmond (3-4) at Elon (4-2) 

Delaware St. (0-6) at SC State (1-5) 
The Citadel (1-4) at VMI (0-6) 

ETSU (6-1) at Wofford (4-2) 

Samford (3-4) at Furman (2-3) 

Idaho St. (4-2) at Liberty (3-3) 
Valparaiso (1-5) at Morehead St. (2-4) 
NC Central (2-3) at Norfolk St. (3-2) 
FAU (3-3) at Marshall (4-2) 

Grambling St. (3-3) at Alcorn St. (5-2) 
Murray St. (3-3) at E. Kentucky (3-3) 
North Alabama (4-3) at Jackson St. (3-2) 
Ark.-Pine Bluff (1-5) at MVSU (0-5) 
Charlotte (3-3) at Middle Tennessee (3-3) 
Louisiana-Lafayette (3-4) at Appala¬ 
chian St. (4-1) 

NC State (5-0) at Clemson (6-0) 

Wake Forest (3-3) at Florida St. (3-3) 
UTEP (0-6) at Louisiana Tech (4-2) 
Alabama (7-0) at Tennessee (3-3), 

SMU (2-4)atTulane (2-4) 

Maine (4-2) at William & Mary (2-4) 

NC A&T (5-2) at Bethune-Cookman (4-3) 
W. Carolina (3-3) at Mercer (3-3) 
Tennessee Tech (0-6) at Tennessee St. 
(2-3) 

Presbyterian (2-3) at Charleston 
Southern (2-3) 

Jacksonville (1-4) at Stetson (4-1) 

UCF (6-0) at East Carolina (2-4) 
Mississippi St. (4-2) at LSU (6-1) 

Texas St. (1-5) at Louisiana-Monroe (3-4) 
Howard (2-3) at Morgan St. (2-4) 
UConn (1-5) at South Florida (6-0) 
UTSA (3-4) at Southern Miss. (2-3) 

Rice (1-6) at FlU (4-2) 

Vanderbilt (3-4) at Kentucky (5-1) 
North Texas (6-1) at UAB (5-1) 

Old Dominion (1-6) at W. Kentucky (1-5) 
Abilene Christian (3-4) at SE Louisiana 
(3-4) 

MIDWEST 

San Diego (4-2) at Butler (3-3) 
Maryland (4-2) at Iowa (5-1) 

Michigan (6-1) at Michigan St. (4-2) 
Buffalo (6-1) at Toledo 0-3) 

Illinois (3-3) at Wisconsin (4-2) 

Drake (3-2) at Dayton (3-4) 

Bowling Green (1-6) at Ohio (3-3) 
Jacksonville St. (5-1) at SE Missouri (4-2) 
E. Michigan (3-4) at Ball St. (3-4) 

W. Michigan (5-2) at Cent. Michigan (1-6) 
UT Martin (1-5) at E. Illinois (1-6) 

W. Illinois (2-4) at Missouri St. (3-2) 
Indiana St. (3-3) at S. Illinois (1-5) 

Penn St. (4-2) at Indiana (4-3) 

Akron (2-3) at Kent St. (1-6) 

Illinois St. (5-1) at N. Dakota St. (6-0) 
Minnesota (3-3) at Nebraska (0-6) 
Memphis (4-3) at Missouri (3-3) 

S. Dakota St. (3-2) at N. Iowa (3-3) 
South Dakota (3-3) at Youngstown St. 
(2-4) 

Ohio St. (7-0) at Purdue (3-3) 

SOUTHWEST 

Tulsa (1-5) at Arkansas (1-6) 
Oklahoma (5-1) at TCU (3-3) 

Southern U. (3-3) vs. Texas Southern 
(1-5) at Dallas 

Kansas (2-4) at Texas Tech (4-2) 

Sam Houston St. (4-2) at Lamar (2-4) 
McNeese St. (5-1) at Incarnate Word (3-3) 
Northwestern St. (2-4) at Cent. Arkan¬ 
sas (4-2) 

Stephen F. Austin (1-5) at Houston 
Baptist (1-5) 

FAR WEST 

N. Arizona (3-3) at N. Colorado (0-7) 
Utah St. (5-1) at Wyoming (2-5) 
Colorado (5-1) at Washington (5-2) 
Georgia Southern (5-1) at New Mexico 
St. (2-5) 

California (3-3) at Oregon St. (1-5) 

S. Utah (1-5) at Idaho (2-4) 

Montana St. (4-2) at Weber St. (4-2) 

UC Davis (5-1) at Cal Poly (2-4) 

Fresno St. (5-1) at New Mexico (3-3) 
Oregon (5-1) at Washington St. (5-1) 
Southern Cal (4-2) at Utah (4-2) 

North Dakota (4-2) at Sacramento St. 
(2-4) 

San Jose St. (0-6) at San Dieao St. (5-1) 
Arizona (3-4) at UCLA (l-R 
Nevada (3-4) at Hawaii (6-2) 


Pro football 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Pro soccer 


NFL injury report 

NEW YORK - The National Football 
League injury report, as provided by the 

Sunday 

BUFFALO BILLS at INDIANAPOLIS 
COLTS - BILLS: DNP: LB Lorenzo Alex¬ 
ander (not injury related), QB Josh Allen 
(right elbow), RB Taiwan Jones (neck), DT 
Kyle Williams (not injury related). LIMIT¬ 
ED: G Vladimir Ducasse (knee), DE Trent 
Murphy (ankle). COLTS: DNP: DT Denico 
Autry (hamstring), TE Jack Doyle (hip), 
WR Ryan Grant (ankle), CB Arthur Mau- 
let (hip), RB Robert Turbin (shoulder). 
LIMITED: TE Erik Swoope (knee). FULL: S 
Clayton Geathers (concussion/neck), T 
Denzelle Good (not injury related), WR 
T.Y. Hilton (chest/hamstring), DT Margus 
Hunt (knee). 

CAROLINA PANTHERS at PHILADEL¬ 
PHIA EAGLES - PANTHERS: DNP: S Mike 
Adams (not injury related), DE Mario 
Addison (not injury related), LB Ben Ja¬ 
cobs (not injury related), DT Kyle Love 
(shoulder), DE Julius Peppers (not injury 
related), LB Andre Smith (hamstring). 
LIMITED: CB Donte Jackson (groin), TE 
Greg Olsen (foot). EAGLES: DNP: LB D.J. 
Alexander (quadricep), CB Rasul Douglas 
(not injury related), LB Nathan Gerry (an¬ 
kle/knee), S Corey Graham (hamstring), 
T Lane Johnson (ankle), CB Sidney 
Jones (hamstring), RB Darren Sproles 
(hamstring). LIMITED: DE Derek Barnett 
(shoulder), DT Haloti Ngata (calf), T Ja¬ 
son Peters (biceps), QB Carson Wentz 
(back). 

CLEVELAND BROWNS at TAMPA BAY 
BUCCANEERS - BROWNS: DNP: WR 
Rashard Higgins (knee), LB Joe Schob- 
ert (hamstring), C J.C. Tretter (ankle). 
FULL: TE David Njoku (knee), LB Tanner 
Vallejo (concussion). BUCCANEERS: DNP: 
DE Vinny Curry (ankle), DT Gerald McCoy 
(calf). LIMITED: CB Carlton Davis (back), 
T Demar Dotson (knee/shoulder), S Jor¬ 
dan Whitehead (hamstring). FULL: QB 
Jameis Winston (hip). 

DALLAS COWBOYS at WASHINGTON 
REDSKINS - COWBOYS: DNP: WR Tavon 
Austin (groin), LB Joe Thomas (foot). 
LIMITED: CB Chidobe Awuzie (ankle), 
DE Randy Gregory (knee), DE David Ir¬ 
ving (not injury related), DE Demarcus 
Lawrence (shoulder), LB Sean Lee (ham¬ 
string). FULL: WR Brice Butler (groin), DE 
Taco Charlton (thumb), DT Maliek Collins 
(knee), T Tyron Smith (ankle), WR Deonte 
Thompson (hamstring). REDSKINS: DNP: 
S Troy Apke (hamstring), WR Jamison 
Crowder (ankle), CB Danny Johnson 
(forearm), G Shawn Lauvao (calf), RB 
Adrian Peterson (shoulder/ankle), WR 
Paul Richardson (shoulder/knee), G 
Brandon Scherff (knee). LIMITED: LB 
Ryan Kerrigan (chest), RB Chris Thomp¬ 
son (rib/knee). FULL: LB Zach Brown 
(oblique/shin), WR Josh Doctson (heel), 
QB Colt McCoy (right thumb), T Trent 
Williams (knee). 

DETROIT LIONS at MIAMI DOLPHINS 
- LIONS: DNP: RB Theo Riddick (knee). 
LIMITED: DE Ezekiel Ansah (shoulder), G 
T.J. Lang (concussion), TE Michael Rob¬ 
erts (knee). FULL: LB Eli Harold (not inju¬ 
ry related), RB Kerryon Johnson (ankle), 
CB Teez Tabor (groin), S Tavon Wilson 
(back). DOLPHINS: DNP: DE Charles Har¬ 
ris (calf), DE Jonathan Woodard (con¬ 
cussion). LIMITED: WR Danny Amendola 
(not injury related), DE Andre Branch 
(knee), CB Bobby McCain (knee), QB 
Ryan Tannehill (right shoulder), DE Cam¬ 
eron Wake (knee). FULL: G Jesse Davis 
(elbow), TE A.J. Derby (foot), WR Jakeem 
Grant (shoulder), S Reshad Jones (shoul¬ 
der), S T.J. McDonald (knee), WR DeVante 
Parker (quadricep). 

HOUSTON TEXANS at JACKSONVILLE 
JAGUARS - TEXANS: DNP: CB Aaron 
Colvin (ankle), G Zach Fulton (ankle), LB 
Brian Peters (ankle). LIMITED: WR Keke 
Coutee (hamstring), WR Will Fuller (hip), 
WR DeAndre Hopkins (foot). FULL: DE 
Joel Heath (knee), CB Kareem Jackson 
(thigh), CB Johnathan Joseph (shoul¬ 
der), LB Whitney Mercilus (ankle), RB 
Lamar Miller (chest), QB Deshaun Wat¬ 
son (chest), CB Shareece Wright (shoul- 
der/hand). JAGUARS: DNP: DE Calais 
Campbell (ankle), RB Leonard Fournette 


Fight schedule 

Oct. 20 

At Melbourne, Australia, Felix Al¬ 
varado vs. Randy Petalcorin, 12, for the 
vacant IBF junior flyweight title. 

At TD Garden, Boston, Billy Joe Saun¬ 
ders vs. Demetrius Andrade, 12, for 
Saunders’ WBO middleweight title; 
Tevin Farmer vs. James Tennyson, 12, for 
Farmer’s IBF junior lightweight title; Kid 
Galahad vs. Toka Kahn Clary, 12, feather¬ 
weights. 

At CFE Arena, Orlando, Fla., Emmanuel 
Rodriguez vs. Jason Moloney, 12, for Ro¬ 
driguez’s IBF bantamweight title (World 
Boxing Super Series quarterfinals); 
Yunier Dorticos vs. Mateusz Masternak, 
12, cruiserweights (World Boxing Super 
Series quarterfinals); 

At Park Theater, Las Vegas, Ryota Mu- 
rata vs. Rob Brant, 12, for Murata’s WBA 
middleweight title; Maxim Dadashev 
vs. Antonio DeMarco, 10, junior welter¬ 
weights. 

Oct. 21 

At Manila, Philippines, Felix Alvarado 
vs. Randy Petalcorin, 12, for the vacant 
IBF junior flyweight title; Lee Haskins vs. 
Kenny Demecillo, 12, bantamweights. 

Oct. 27 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 


(hamstring), CB D.J. Hayden (toe), CB Tre 
Herndon (hamstring), C Brandon Linder 
(knee), G Andrew Norwell (foot), RB T.J. 
Yeldon (foot/ankle). LIMITED; TE James 
O’Shaughnessy (hip), T Jermey Parnell 
(knee). 

LOS ANGELES RAMS at SAN FRANCIS¬ 
CO 49ERS - RAMS: Practice Not Com¬ 
plete. 49ERS: DNP: WR Pierre Garcon 
(shoulder/knee), G Mike Person (knee), 
C Weston Richburg (knee), T Joe Staley 
(knee), CB Jimmie Ward (hamstring), CB 
K’Waun Williams (shoulder), CB Ahkello 
Witherspoon (concussion). LIMITED: RB 
Matt Breida (shoulder/ankle), TE George 
Kittle (knee), WR Dante Pettis (knee), CB 
Richard Sherman (calf), WR Trent Taylor 
(back). FULL: LB Reuben Foster (shoul¬ 
der), G Joshua Garnett (toe), WR Mar¬ 
quise Goodwin (hamstring/quadricep), S 
Jaquiski Tartt (shoulder). 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS at NEW YORK 
JETS - VIKINGS: DNP: DE Everson Griffen 
(not injury related), DT Linval Joseph 
(knee/shoulder), T Riley Reiff (foot), 
S Andrew Sendejo (groin). FULL: DE 
Tashawn Bower (ankle), RB Dalvin Cook 
(hamstring), DT Jaleel Johnson (ankle), 
LS Kevin McDermott (hand), DE Stephen 
Weatherly (rib). JETS: DNP: WR Robby 
Anderson (hamstring), RB Isaiah Crow¬ 
ell (foot), WR Quincy Enunwa (ankle), 
CB Trumaine Johnson (quadricep), S 
Marcus Maye (thumb), LB Kevin Pierre- 
Louis (foot), WR Terrelle Pryor (groin), 
CB Buster Skrine (concussion), DE Leon¬ 
ard Williams (back). LIMITED: C Spencer 
Long (knee/finger). FULL: S Jamal Ad¬ 
ams (ankle), T Kelvin Beachum (foot), 
LB Brandon Copeland (ankle), QB Sam 
Darnold (right elbow), S Doug Middleton 
(hamstring), WR Charone Peake (ham¬ 
string), WR Andre Roberts (foot/ankle), 
DE Nathan Shepherd (shoulder). 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS at CHICAGO 
BEARS - PATRIOTS: DNP: T Marcus Can¬ 
non (concussion). LIMITED: DT Malcom 
Brown (knee), WR Julian Edelman (heel), 
WR Josh Gordon (hamstring), DE Geneo 
Grissom (ankle), TE Rob Gronkowski (an¬ 
kle), TE Jacob Hollister (hamstring), RB 
Sony Michel (knee), CB Eric Rowe (groin), 
DE John Simon (shoulder), DE Deatrich 
Wise (ankle/knee). BEARS: DNP: CB Mar¬ 
cus Cooper (hamstring), LB Khalil Mack 
(ankle). LIMITED: CB Prince Amukamara 
(hamstring), G Eric Kush (neck), WR Al¬ 
len Robinson (groin). 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS at BALTIMORE 
RAVENS - SAINTS: DNP: WR Ted Ginn 
(knee), DT Taylor Stallworth (ankle). 
LIMITED: T Terron Armstead (knee), WR 
Cameron Meredith (knee), G Andrus 
Peat (head). FULL: CB Marshon Lattimore 
(concussion). RAVENS: DNP: WR John 
Brown (not injury related), CB Brandon 
Carr (knee), G Alex Lewis (neck), S Eric 
Weddle (not injury related). LIMITED: CB 
Anthony Averett (hamstring), LB Antho¬ 
ny Levine (hamstring). 

TENNESSEE TITANS at LOS ANGE¬ 
LES CHARGERS - TITANS: DNP: LB Will 
Compton (hamstring), LB Derrick Mor¬ 
gan (shoulder), G Quinton Spain (shoul¬ 
der). LIMITED: S Kenny Vaccaro (elbow), 
LB Wesley Woodyard (shoulder). FULL: 
DT Bennie Logan (elbow). CHARGERS: 
DNP: DE Joey Bosa (foot), LB Kyzir White 
(knee). LIMITED: WR Travis Benjamin 
(foot), LB Jatavis Brown (groin), TE Virgil 
Green (rib), C Mike Pouncey (knee), DT 
Damion Square (shoulder), K Caleb Stur¬ 
gis (right quadricep). 

CINCINNATI BENGALS at KANSAS CITY 
CHIEFS - BENGALS: DNP: RB Giovani Ber¬ 
nard (knee/toe), CB Darqueze Dennard 
(sternoclavicular), TE Tyler Kroft (foot), 
C Billy Price (foot), LB Nick Vigil (knee), S 
Shawn Williams (concussion). LIMITED: 
DE Carlos Dunlap (buttocks), LB Jordan 
Evans (hamstring), S Clayton Fejedelem 
(thigh), T Cordy Glenn (ankle), LB Vin¬ 
cent Rey (hamstring), TE C.J. Uzomah 
(shoulder). FULL: QB Andy Dalton (back), 
T Cedric Ogbuehi (wrist), WR John Ross 
(groin). CHIEFS: DNP: S Eric Berry (heel), 
LB Justin Houston (hamstring), C Mitch 
Morse (concussion). FULL: WR Chris Con¬ 
ley (toe), G Cameron Erving (quadricep), 
LB Dee Ford (groin/hand), LB Anthony 
Hitchens (groin), LB Tanoh Kpassagnon 
(ankle), S Eric Murray (ankle). 


European Open 


Antwerp, Belgium 
Purse: $708,100 (WT2S0) 
Surface:_ Hard-Indoor 


Salvatore Caruso, Italy, c 
Bhambri, India, 7-6 (6), 5-7, 6-1. 

Cameron Norrie, Britain, def. Marcel 
Granollers, Spain, 6-3, 6-2. 

Second Round 

Gilles Simon, France, def. Mackenzie 
McDonald, United States, 6-1,6-1. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. Feli¬ 
ciano Lopez, Spain, 6-1, 3-6, 7-6 (3). 

Richard Gasquet (4), France, def. Jiri 
Vesely, Czech Republic, 6-3, 4-6, r ' 

,,- 1 , r,-p-1- -1-* • 


Stockholm Open 

Wednesday 

At Kungliga Tennishallen 
Stockholm, Sweden 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Purse: $708,100 (WT250) 

First filound 

Oscar Otte, Germany, def. Jurgen 
Zopp, Estonia, 6-3, 7-5. 

Denis Shapovalov (7), Canada, def. Pe¬ 
ter Polansky, Canada, 6-3, 5-7, 7-5. 

Second Round 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (3), Greece, def. 
John Millman, Australia, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Jack Sock (4), United States, def. Elias 
Ymer, Sweden, 7-5, 3-6, 6-3. 

Chung Hyeon (6), South Korea, def. 
Denis Kudia, United States, 6-3,6-3. 

Kremlin Cup 

Wednesday 
At Olympic Stadium 
Moscow 

Purse: Men, $856,445 (WT250); Women, 
$932366 (Premier) 

Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 


Sergiy Derevyanchenko vs. Daniel Ja¬ 
cobs, 12, for the vacant IBF middleweight 
title; Alberto Machado vs. Yuandale Ev¬ 
ans, 12, for Machado’s WBA super feath¬ 
erweight title. 

At Lakefront Arena, New Orleans, Re¬ 
gis Prograis vs. Terry Flanagan, 12, junior 
welterweights (World Boxing Super Se¬ 
ries quarterfinals); Ivan Baranchyk vs. 
Anthony Yigit, 12, for Baranchyks’ IBF su¬ 
per lightweight title (World Boxing Super 
Series quarterfinals). 

Nov. 3 

At Glasgow, Scotland, Josh Taylor vs. 
Ryan Martin, 12, for Taylor’s WBC Silver 
super lightweight title (World Boxing Su¬ 
per Series quarterfinals); Ryan Burnett 
vs. Nonito Donaire, 12, for Burnett’s WBA 
Super World bantamweight title (World 
Boxing Super Series quarterfinals). 

At The Aviator Sports and Events Cen¬ 
ter, Brooklyn, N.Y., Sullivan Barrera vs. Se- 
anie Monaghan, 10, light heavyweights. 

At Don Haskins Convention Center, El 
Paso, Texas, Miguel Berchelt vs. Miguel 
Roman, 12, for Berchelt’s WBC super 
featherweight title. 

Nov. 10 

At Manchester, England, Oleksandr 
Usyk vs. Tony Bellew, 12, for Usyk’s WBC/ 
IBF/WBA/WBO cruiserweight title. 


Alexander Bublik, Kazakhstan, 6-3, 6-4. 

Second Round 

Ricardas Berankis, Lithuania, def. Al- 
jaz Bedene, Slovenia, 3-6, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (5). 

Egor Gerasimov, Belarus, def. Benoit 
Paire, France, 6-4, 6-4. 

Karen Khachanov (3), Russia, def. Lu¬ 
kas Rosol, Czech Republic, 6-4, 7-5. 

Adrian Mannarino, France, def. Marco 
Cecchinato (1), Italy, 6-2, 6-3. 

Women 
Second Round 

0ns Jabeur, Tunisia, def. Sloane Ste¬ 
phens (3), United States, 6-3, 6-2. 

Anett Kontaveit (8), Estonia, def. Kris¬ 
tina Mladenovic, France, 6-2, 7-6 (3). 

Vera Zvonareva, Russia, def. Karolina 
Pliskova (2), Czech Republic, 6-1, 6-2. 

Anastasija Sevastova (5), Latvia, def. 
Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, 7-5, 4-6, 
6-4. 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, Rus¬ 
sia, def. Valentin! Grammatikopoulou, 
Greece, 7-5,6-0. 

Aliaksandra Sasnovich, Belarus, def. 
Kiki Bertens (4), Netherlands, 6-3, 4-6, 
6-3. 

Johanna Konta, Britain, def. Daria 
Gavrilova, Australia, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Daria Kasatkina (6), Russia, def. Alize 
Cornet, France, 3-6, 7-5, 6-4. 

Luxembourg Open 

Wednesday 

At CK Sportcenter Kockelsheuer 
Luxembourg 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 
Second Round 

Vera Lapko, Belarus, def. Pauline Par- 
mentier (8), France, 7-5, 6-2. 

Belinda Bencic, Switzerland, def. Kirst¬ 
en Flipkens (9), Belgium, 6-1, 6-3. 

Donna Vekic (6), Croatia, def. Fiona 
Ferro, France, 2-6, 6-1, 7-5. 

Margarita Gasparyan, Russia, def. 
Dalila Jakupovic, Slovenia, 6-4, 6-0. 

Eugenie Bouchard, Canada, def. Carla 
Suarez Navarro (3). Spain, 6-1,6-0. 

Julie Goerges (1), Germany, def. Anna 
Blinkova, Russia, 6-1, 6-4. 

Dayana Yastremska, Ukraine, def. 
Garbine Muguruza (2), Spain, 6-2, 6-3. 

Andrea Petkovic, Germany, def. Kat¬ 
erina Siniakova (5), Czech Republic, 6-2, 


Wednesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE - Fined L.A. 
Dodgers SS Manny Machado an undis¬ 
closed amount for kicking Milwaukee IB 
Jesus Aguilar during Tuesday’s game. 

National League 

MIAMI MARLINS - Traded OF Adonis 
Giron and LHP Brayan De Paula to Hous¬ 
ton for future considerations. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Placed LHP 
Gio Gonzalez on the 10-day DL. Added 
RHP Zach Davies to the NLCS roster. 
BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 
PHOENIX SUNS - Waived G Davon 
Reed. Signed G Jamal Crawford to a one- 
year contract. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 
HOUSTON TEXANS - Released CB 
Robert Jackson from the practice squad. 
Signed RB Josh Ferguson to the practice 

^'''miami dolphins - Placed LB Chase 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Atlanta United FC 20 6 6 66 67 39 

New York 20 7 5 65 60 33 

New York City FC 15 9 8 53 55 41 

Philadelphia 15 12 5 50 48 46 

Columbus 13 10 9 48 39 41 

D.C. United 13 11 8 47 57 49 

Montreal 13 15 4 43 45 52 

New England 9 12 11 38 47 51 

Toronto FC 9 17 6 33 55 61 

Chicago 8 17 7 31 47 59 

Orlando City 7 21 4 25 41 72 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
FC Dallas 16 7 9 57 51 39 

Sporting KC 16 8 8 56 60 39 

Los Angeles FC 16 8 8 56 65 48 

Seattle 16 11 5 53 47 34 

Portland 14 9 9 51 50 46 

Real Salt Lake 13 12 7 46 51 54 

LA Galaxy 12 11 9 45 61 60 

Vancouver 12 13 7 43 50 64 

Minnesota United 11 18 3 36 46 65 

Houston 9 15 8 35 53 53 

Colorado 7 19 6 27 34 62 

San Jose 4 20 8 20 48 69 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday’s games 
D.C. United 1, Toronto FC 0 
Seattle 2, Orlando City 1 
Sporting Kansas City 4, Vancouver 1 
Thursday’s game 
New England at Real Salt Lake 
Sunday’s games 
Chicago at Atlanta United FC 
Columbus at Orlando City 
New York at Philadelphia 
New York City FC at D.C. United 
Toronto FC at Montreal 
Colorado at San Jose 
LA Galaxy at Minnesota United 
Real Salt Lake at Portland 
Seattle at Houston 
Sporting Kansas City at FC Dallas 
Vancouver at Los Angeles FC 
Sunday, Oct. 28 

Atlanta United FC at Toronto FC 
D.C. United at Chicago 
FC Dallas at Colorado 
Houston at LA Galaxy 
Los Angeles FC at Sporting Kansas City 
Minnesota United at Columbus 
Montreal at New England 
Orlando City at New York 
Philadelphia at New York City FC 
Portland at Vancouver 
San Jose at Seattle 

Wednesday 

D.C. United 1, Toronto FC 0 

Toronto 0 0—0 

D.C. United 1 0-1 

First haif— 1, D.C. United, Rooney, 10, 
18th minute. 

Goalies— Toronto, Alex Bono, Clint 

Irwin; D.C. United, Bill Hamid, Travis 
Worra. 

Yellow Cards— Toronto, Zavaleta, 
87th. 

A- 18,562. 

Sounders 2 , Orlando City FC 1 

Seattle 2 0-2 

Orlando 0 1—1 

First half— 1, Seattle, Rodriguez, 5 
(Leerdam), 3rd minute; 2, Seattle, Bwa- 
na, 2 (Rodriguez), 13th. 

Second half— 3, Orlando, Dwyer, 13 
(Sutter), 57th. 

Goalies— Seattle, Stefan Frei, Bryan 
Meredith; Orlando, Adam Grinwis, Joe 
Bendik. 

Yellow Cards— Seattle, Delem, 78th; 
Roldan, 90th. Orlando, Ascues, 90th. 

Sporting KC 4, Whitecaps 1 

Kansas City 0 4—4 

Vancouver 1 0—1 

First half— 1, Vancouver, Martins, 1 
(Kamara), 42nd minute. 

Second half— 2, Kansas City, Croizet, 
3 (Besler), 62nd; 3, Kansas City, Salloi, 8 
(Shelton), 82nd; 4, Kansas City, Busio, 1 
(Russell), 90th; 5, Kansas City, Salloi, 9 
(Shelton), 90th. 

Goalies— Kansas City, Tim Melia, 
Adrian Zendejas; Vancouver, Stefan Ma- 
rinovic, Brian Rowe. 

Yellow Cards— Kansas City, Sinovic, 
53rd. 


Allen on injured reserve. Signed S Mau¬ 
rice Smith. 

NEW YORK JETS - Signed OL Dieguot 
Joseph to the practice squad. Released 
RB De’Angelo Henderson from the prac¬ 
tice squad. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Signed LB 
Devante Bond. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 


ANAHEIM DUCKS - Signed F Nick 
Ritchie to a three-year contract. 

BUFFALO SABRES - Signed F Matej Pe- 
kar to a three-year, entry-level contract. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Assigned 
F Martin Necas and D Haydn Fleury to 
Charlotte (AHL). Recalled F Clark Bishop 
from Charlotte. 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Assigned 
D Libor Sulak to Grand Rapids (AHL). 
Claimed LW Jacob de la Rose off waivers 
from Montreal. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Loaned F 
Stephen Gionta to Bridgeport (AHL). 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Re-signed 
F Cory Conacher to a one-year, one-way 
contract. 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Toronto 761 0 12 

Montreal 6 4 119 

Boston 6 4 2 0 8 

Ottawa 6 3 2 1 7 

Tampa Bay 4 3 10 6 

Buffalo 6 3 3 0 6 

Florida 4 0 2 2 2 

Detroit 6 0 4 2 2 

Metropolitan Division 
Carolina 7 4 2 1 9 

New Jersey 4 4 0 0 8 

Washington 6 3 2 1 7 


Columbus 
Pittsburgh 
Philadelphia 
N.Y. Rangers 
N.Y. Islanders 


1 17 20 
1 22 25 
1 18 24 


Western Conference 


Nashville 

Chicago 

Colorado 

Winnipeg 

Minnesota 
St. Louis 


Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

6 5 1 0 10 19 12 


2 6 14 19 


17 23 


1 23 18 
1 22 19 
1 15 20 
1 12 16 
1 17 19 
■ 10 14 
4 11 
e point 


Pacific Division 

Anaheim 7 5 11 

Calgary 6 4 2 0 

Vancouver 6420 
Vegas 7 3 4 0 

Los Angeles 6 2 3 1 

San Jose 6 2 3 1 

Edmonton 4 2 2 0 

Arizona 5 14 0 

Note: Two points for a win,_,_ 

for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Tuesday’s games 
Vancouver 3, Pittsburgh 2, OT 
N.Y. Rangers 3, Coiorado 2, SO 
Philadelphia 6, Fiorida 5, SO 
New Jersey 3, Daiias 0 
Tampa Bay 4, Carolina 2 
Minnesota 2, Arizona 1 
Edmonton 5, Winnipeg 4, OT 
Vegas 4, Buffaio 1 

Wednesday’s games 
Montreal 3, St. Louis 2 
Washington 4, N.Y. Rangers 3, OT 
Caigary 5, Boston 2 
Anaheim 4, N.Y. Isianders 1 
Thursday’s games 
Coiorado at New Jersey 
Philadelphia at Columbus 
Pittsburgh at Toronto 
Detroit at Tampa Bay 
Vancouver at Winnipeg 
Arizona at Chicago 
Boston at Edmonton 
Buffalo at San Jose 
N.Y. Islanders at Los Angeles 
Friday’s games 
Florida at Washington 
Minnesota at Dallas 
Nashville at Calgary 

Saturday’s games 
Colorado at Carolina 
New Jersey at Philadelphia 
Buffalo at Los Angeles 
Arizona at Winnipeg 
St. Louis at Toronto 
Chicago at Columbus 
Montreal at Ottawa 
Detroit at Florida 
Tampa Bay at Minnesota 
Nashville at Edmonton 
Boston at Vancouver 
Anaheim at Vegas 
N.Y. Islanders at San Jose 
Sunday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Chicago 
Calgary at N.Y. Rangers 
Buffalo at Anaheim 

Leaders 

Goal scoring 

Name, Team GP G 

Auston Matthews, Toronto 7 10 

Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 6 7 

Kyle Palmieri, New Jersey 4 7 

David Pastrnak, Boston 6 7 

Patrice Bergeron, Boston 6 6 

Alex DeBrincat, Chicago 5 6 

Alex Ovechkin, Washington 6 6 

John Tavares, Toronto 7 6 

Patrick Kane, Chicago 5 5 

Elias Pettersson, Vancouver 5 5 

Wayne Simmonds, Philadelphia 6 5 

Jonathan Toews, Chicago 5 5 

Sebastian Aho, Carolina 7 4 

Kyle Connor, Winnipeg 6 4 

Brendan Gallagher, Montreal 6 4 

Jake Guentzel, Pittsburgh 5 4 

Evander Kane, San Jose 6 4 

Jonathan MarchessauItVegas 7 4 

Connor McDavid, Edmonton 4 4 

Jordan Staal, Carolina 7 4 

Plus/Minus 

Name, Team GP +/- 

Josh Manson, Anaheim 7 9 

Sebastian Aho, Carolina 7 8 

Dylan DeMelo, Ottawa 6 8 

Ron Hainsey, Toronto 7 7 

Noah Juulsen, Montreal 6 7 

Morgan Riel ly, Toronto 7 7 

Mikael Backlund, Calgary 6 6 

Micheal Ferland, Carolina 7 6 

Brendan Gallagher, Montreal 6 6 

Mark Giordano, Calgary 6 6 

Gabriel Landeskog, Colorado 6 6 

Jonathan Marchessault, Vegas 7 6 

Brett Pesce, Carolina 7 6 

Kiefer Sherwood, Anaheim 7 6 

Tomas Tatar, Montreal 6 6 

John Tavares, Toronto 7 6 

Teuvo Teravainen, Carolina 7 6 

Jonathan Toews, Chicago 5 6 

John Carlson, Washington 6 5 

Phillip Danault, Montreal 6 5 


Breaking the glass ceiling 

Franchises finally hiring women for operations positions 



Paul Chiasson, The Canadian Press, above, and Gary Wiepert, below/AP 


Above: Canada’s Hayley Wickenheiser celebrates with the Canadian flag after beating the United States 
3-2 in overtime of the gold medal game at the Sochi Winter Olympics in 2014. The Toronto Maple 
Leafs made Wickenheiser the NHL’s first female to hold a hockey operations role as assistant director of 
player development when they hired her in August. Below: Buffalo Sabres president Kim Pegula. 



By John Wawrow 

Associated Press 

BUFFALO, N.Y. 
ith a laugh, Kim 
Pegula’s competi¬ 
tive nature kicked 
in when the subject 
of the Toronto Maple Leafs hir¬ 
ing Hayley Wickenheiser was 
broached. 

Impressed as the Sabres presi¬ 
dent was by the gender-breaking 
move in August, Pegula’s first 
reaction was wondering how 
Buffalo’s cross-border rival beat 
her to the punch in making Wick¬ 
enheiser the NHL’s first woman 
to hold a hockey operations role 
as assistant director of player 
development. 

“Darn it,” Pegula said, smiling. 
“I wish I would’ve done it first.” 

The NHL’s first female team 
president then turned serious. 

“No, I was very glad to see that. 
I think it’s a long time coming,” 
Pegula said. “That’s going to have 
staying power.” 

Wickenheiser was amused 
when informed of Pegula’s ini¬ 
tial reaction, hoping other teams 
such as the Sabres will follow the 
Maple Leafs in breaking hockey’s 
glass ceiling. 

“Well, that’s a good thing,” said 
Wickenheiser, a five-time Olym¬ 
pian and one of the most accom¬ 
plished women in hockey. “I don’t 
see why we won’t see women in 
other positions like this in the 
near future.” 

The Maple Leafs also added 
Noelle Needham as an amateur 
scout — only the third woman to 
hold such a job in league history 
— in another move buttressing 
the idea that the NHL is making 
progress in welcoming women to 
key roles. 

“I think respect, courage, get¬ 
ting over tradition, being brave 
enough to think outside the box is 
what took so long,” Wickenheiser 
said. 

“Hockey’s a very traditional 
game, very old school in a lot of 
ways. And the new generation 
of leadership coming in doesn’t 
think the same way as the old 
school did,” she added. “It’s just 
an evolution of where we’re at as 
a society. And I think hockey’s 
following along with it.” 

Pegula, who with her husband 
Terry also owns the NFL’s Buffa¬ 
lo Bills, took over the president’s 
title of both teams in May after 
Russ Brandon resigned over an 
alleged inappropriate relation¬ 
ship with a female employee. 
Rather than hire a new president 
with both teams breaking in new 
coaches and general manag¬ 
ers, Pegula took over to provide 
stability. 

Inroads are being made at the 
league office, too. In the past two 
years, ,the NHL has hired Heidi 
Browning as chief marketing of¬ 
ficer, and Kim Davis as executive 
vice president of social impact. 


growth initiatives and legislative 
affairs. 

Wickenheiser has long criti¬ 
cized the NHL’s lack of diver¬ 


sity, especially when it comes to 
hiring women as compared with 
North America’s other m^or pro¬ 
fessional sports. 


Dawn Braid was pro hockey’s 
first full-time female assistant in 
being hired as the Arizona Coy¬ 
otes skating coach in 2016; she is 
no longer with the team after a 
two-year stint. 

The NBA now features two fe¬ 
male assistant coaches, including 
Becky Hammon, who interviewed 
for the Milwaukee Bucks head¬ 
coaching vacancy in the spring. 
In the NFL, Pegula’s Bills were 
the first to hire a full-time female 
assistant, Kathryn Smith, in 2016, 
and in August appointed Phoebe 
Schecter to a season-long coach¬ 
ing internship. 

Finally, the NHL is catching 
up, with Wickenheiser saying: 
“If you’re only hiring white men, 
you’re probably missing out on a 
lot of talent that’s out there.” 

Wickenheiser’s qualifications 
are hard to match, male or fe¬ 
male. The 40-year-old won four 
gold medals and a silver, and is 
the Winter Games career leader 
with 18 goals and 51 points upon 
retiring in January 2017. 

Wickenheiser acknowledged 
there’s added pressure on her to 
succeed. 

“I think it would be silly to ig¬ 
nore that fact. So yeah, I feel that 
expectation,” she said. 

And yet, it’s no different from 
the challenges she faced playing 
on the international stage and in 
various men’s leagues during her 
23-year career. 

“To me, it feels pretty natural,” 
she said. “There’s something a 
little bit disarming about it that 
makes it in some ways easier 
to have that conversation. They 
know I’m not a threat to them, be¬ 
cause I’m on their side.” 
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Best: Kershaw bounces back from poor showing 


up 3-2 as 
opposed to 
being down 
3-2 is huge 
for us. ^ 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Roughed up in the NLCS opener, Ker¬ 
shaw mixed his fastball and slider on a hot 
day to shut down the Brewers. The Dodgers 
ace didn’t allow a baserunner past the third 
inning. 

“He just has a knack,” Brewers star Chris¬ 
tian Yelich said. “He has the ability to punch 
guys out.” 

Game 6 is Friday night in Milwaukee. The 
Brewers will start left-hander Wade Miley, 
who walked Cody Bellinger to open Game 5 
before getting pulled in an interesting piece of 
strategy by manager Craig Counsell. Hyun- 
Jin Ryu will go for the Dodgers. 

“To go back to Milwaukee up 3-2 as opposed 
to being down 3-2 is huge for us,” Kershaw 
said. “It’s been a battle every single game 
we’ve played them so far and we don’t expect 
anything different when we go back.” 

The Brewers do. 

“We’re in a good spot, man,” Counsell said. 
“We’re going back home, to me, in a position 
of strength.” 

The Dodgers haven’t been in back-to-back 
World Series since losing to the Yankees in 
1977 and ‘78. They were beaten by Houston in 
Game 7 last year. 

“You’ve seen it this entire postseason, even 
when we’re behind, we’re battling back, put¬ 
ting ourselves in a po¬ 
sition to possibly tie 
i — I games or take the lead 

To go back late,” Dodgers third 
to Milwaukee baseman Justin Turn¬ 
er said. “That’s where 
our experience comes 
in. We never count 
ourselves out.” 

If the Brewers rally 
to win the series and 
this ends up being 
Kershaw’s last start 
Clayton Kershaw fgj- Dodgers, he left 
Dodgers pitcher behind a gem. The left¬ 
hander can opt out of 
the last two years and 
$70 million remaining on his contract after 
the World Series and become a free agent. He 
said Tuesday he hasn’t made a decision about 
his future. 

The teams reconvened less than 15 hours 
after the Dodgers eked out a 2-1 victory Tues¬ 
day night on Cody Bellinger’s RBI single with 
two outs in a 13-inning game that lasted over 
five hours. 

Pitching in 82-degree sunshine, Kershaw 
was well-rested and masterful in allowing one 
run and three hits over seven. He struck out 
nine, all on breaking pitches, and walked two. 

Kershaw recovered from the shortest post¬ 
season start of his career. He lasted just three 
innings in losing the NLCS opener while giv¬ 
ing up five runs — four earned — at Miller 
Park. 

“I don’t know if it was that much, just a little 
bit better execution maybe,” Kershaw said of 
his repertoire. “Maybe I threw some more 
curveballs today than I did in Game 1.” 

Kershaw pitched in and out of trouble in 
the third, when the Brewers loaded the bases 
and scored their lone run. Kershaw struck 
out Jesus Aguilar to end the third, the first 
of 13 consecutive batters that the left-hander 
retired. 

“Any time you can work yourself out of situ¬ 
ations like that that’s going to make or break 
the game,” Kershaw said. “Minimizing dam¬ 
age as best you can as a starting pitcher is 
huge.” 

Curtis Granderson hit an RBI double in 
the ninth. Kenley Jansen, the Dodgers’ third 
pitcher of the ninth, came in for the last two 
outs and the save. 

Yelich, who nearly won the NL Triple Crown 
this season, was hitless in four at-bats. He is 3- 
for-20 without an RBI in the NLCS. 

“Just not capitalizing,” he said. “It’s 
frustrating.” 

The Dodgers’ offense broke loose with five 
runs over the fifth, sixth and seventh innings 



Jae Hong/AP 


The Dodgers’ Yasiel Puig reacts after hitting a double during the eighth inning of Game 5 of 
the NLCS against the Milwaukee Brewers in Los Angeles. The Dodgers lead the series 3-2 
after Wednesday’s 5-2 victory. 


that had the sellout crowd of 54,502 on its feet 
whipping blue towels and cheering loudly. 

The team that hit a franchise and NL-lead- 
ing 235 home runs in the regular season did 
it playing small ball instead, driving in all but 
one of its runs on singles. 

“The little things played a big part,” Rob¬ 
erts said. 

The Dodgers tied the game 1-all on Austin 
Barnes’ RBI single up the middle in the fifth. 
Chris Taylor singled leading off, took second 
on shortstop Orlando Arcia’s throwing error 
and stole third. 

“It was huge to get there to third base, 
less than two outs, give us a shot to do some 
things,” Barnes said of Taylor. 

Muncy grounded a 1-2 pitch from Brandon 
Woodruff into left field, scoring Turner, who 
led off with a single. Yasiel Puig singled to 
center with two outs, bringing home Manny 
Machado after he was hit by a pitch from 
Corbin Burnes. 

Los Angeles extended the lead to 5-1 in the 
seventh on Turner’s RBI single that scored 
Kershaw, who walked, and pinch-hitter Brian 
Dozier’s RBI groundout. 

Kershaw has struggled in the postseason 
during his career, with his numbers never 
matching his excellence during the regular 
season. 

But his outing Wednesday nearly matched 
what he did in Game 2 of the NL Division 
Series against Atlanta. Kershaw allowed two 


hits over eight shutout innings, struck out 
three and walked none in the best postseason 
outing of his career. 

“It’s just a classic case of he executed a lot 
of pitches,” Counsell said. 

The Brewers led 1-0 in the third on Lorenzo 
Cain’s RBI double to deep center. 

Working with a lead: The Dodgers are 5-1 
in series when they own a 3-2 lead. Their only 
loss came in the 1952 World Series against the 
Yankees. Teams with a 3-2 lead in a best-of- 
seven NLCS have a 15-6 series record. 

Get to the ’pen: Milwaukee’s starters have 
tossed just 14 innings in the NLCS, the low¬ 
est total ever through five games, according to 
Elias Sports Bureau. The 2008 Dodgers and 
1984 Padres share the record for fewest in¬ 
nings by starting pitchers with 21 Vs. 

Tooth hunting: Granderson chipped his 
right front tooth in the ninth and wore a ban¬ 
dage on his lower lip where his helmet hit him. 
He never did find his tooth despite help from 
Turner, Machado and Dozier. 

“We couldn’t find it out there. Too small,” 
Granderson said. “Hopefully, I’ll be able to 
eat tonight, which is the biggest concern.” 

Up next: Miley will become the first pitcher 
to start consecutive games for his team in the 
same postseason since George Earnshaw of 
the Philadelphia Athletics in the 1930 World 
Series against the Cardinals, STATS said. 
Miley threw 5% shutout innings in Game 2 vs. 
the Dodgers, allowing two hits and no walks. 


Scoreboard 


League Championship Series 

(Best-of-seven, x-if necessary) 
American League 
Boston 3, Houston 1 

Houston 7, Boston 2 
Boston 7, Houston 5 
Boston 8, Houston 2 
Wednesday: Boston 8, Houston 6 
Thursday: at Houston 
x-Saturday: Houston (TBD) at Boston 
(Sale 12-4) 

x-Sunday: at Boston 

National League 
Los Angeles 3, Milwaukee 2 
Milwaukee 6, Los Angeles 5 
Los Angeles 4, Milwaukee 3 
Milwaukee 4, Los Angeles 0 
Los Angeles 2, Milwaukee 1,13 innings 
Wednesday: Los Angeles 5, Milwaukee 2 
Friday: Los Angeles (Ryu 7-3) at Mil¬ 
waukee (TBD) 

x-Saturday: at Milwaukee 

World Series 

(Best-of-seven, x-if necessary) 

AL winner vs. NL winner 
Tuesday, Oct. 23: at AL winner 
Wednesday, Oct. 24: at AL winner 
Friday, Oct. 26: at NL winner 
Saturday, Oct. 27: at NL winner 
x-Sunday, Oct. 28: at NL winner 
x-Tuesday, Oct. 30: at AL winner 
x-Wednesday, Oct. 31: at AL winner 

Wednesday 
NLCS Game 5 
Dodgers 5, Brewers 2 

Milwaukee Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Caincf 4 0 2 1 Blingercf-rf-cf 3 110 

Yelich rf 4 0 0 0 J.TrnerSb 3 12 1 

Braun if 3 0 0 0 Freese lb 10 0 0 

Aguilar lb 4 110 Pderson if 2 0 10 

H.Perez2b-ss 3 0 0 0 B.Dzier ph-2b 1 0 0 1 

Grndrsnph 10 11 M.Mchdoss2 10 0 
Mstakas3b 4 0 0 0 Muncy2b-lb 4 0 1 1 

Kratzc 3 0 0 0 C.Tylorlf-cf-2b-lf 4 1 1 0 

O.Arciass 2 110 K.Hrnan rf-2b2 0 0 0 
T.Shawph-2bl 0 0 0 Puig ph-rf 2 0 2 1 
Miley p 0 0 0 0 A.Brnesc 4 0 11 

Wodruffp 1 0 0 0 Kershaw p 0 10 0 

Burnes p 0 0 0 0 P.Baez p 0 0 0 0 

Soria p 0 0 0 0 M.Kemp ph 10 0 0 
Cedeno p 0 0 0 0 Frguson p 0 0 0 0 

D.Sntna ph 1 0 0 0 Madson p 0 0 0 0 

Davies p 0 0 0 0 K.Jnsen p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 31 2 5 2 Totals 29 5 9 5 

Milwaukee 001 000 001-2 

Los Angeles 000 012 20x—5 

E—O.Arcia (1). DP—Milwaukee 2. 
LOB—Milwaukee 4, Los Angeles 7. 2B— 
Cain (3), Aguilar (1), Granderson (1), 
Bellinger (1), Puig (2). SB-Bellinger (1), 
M.Machado (1), C.Taylor (1). CS-Cain 
(1). S-Kershaw (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Miley 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Woodruff L,1-1 5‘/3 5 3 2 1 8 

Burnes % 1 0 0 0 1 

Soria 1/3 2 2 2 1 1 

Cedeno % 0 0 0 1 1 

Davies 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Los Angeles 

Kershaw W,1-1 7 3 112 9 

Baez 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Ferguson ‘/3 0 0 0 0 0 

Madson ‘/3 2 110 0 

Jansen S,2-2 ‘/3 0 0 0 0 1 

Miley pitched to 1 batter in the 1st 
HBP—by Woodruff (Turner), by Woodruff 
(Machado). T-3:35. A-54,502 (56,000). 

ALCS Game 4 
Red Sox 8, Astros 6 


ab r h bi 

5 2 10 
5 2 2 0 
4 2 2 1 


M.Gnzal2b 4 

5 0 12 Gurriellb 5 

0 0 0 0 Reddick rf 4 

3 0 0 0 Correa ss 4 

4 0 11 Midnadoc 3 

3 110 White ph 1 

1 0 0 0 B.McCnnc 1 

1 0 0 0 T.Kemplf 3 

2 112 

37 811 8 Totals 


Betts rf 
Bnntndi if 
J.Mrtindh 
Bgaerts ss 
Devers 3b 
Kinsler2b 
Pearce lb 
Holt2b-3b 
C.Vazqz c 
Mreland ph 

BrdlyJcf 

Totals 

Boston 201 012 110-8 

Houston 012 110 010-6 

E-Porcello (1). LOB-Boston 11, Hous¬ 
ton 13.2B—Benintendi 2 (2), Bogaerts (1), 
C.Vazquez (1), Springer (3), Altuve (1), 
Reddick (1), Correa (1). HR—Bradley Jr. 
(2), Springer (1), T.Kemp (1). SB-Spring- 
er(l).CS-BradleyJr. (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Porcello 4 7 4 4 1 3 

Kelly W,l-1 1 2 110 1 

Rodriguez 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Brasier H,3 1% 2 0 0 0 0 

Barnes H,1 Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Kimbrel S,2-2 2 2 1 1 3 1 

Houston 

Morton 2‘/3 3 3 3 2 2 

James L,0-1 3% 4 3 3 1 5 

Pressly % 1 112 0 

McCullers iy3 2 1110 

Sipp ‘/3 1 0 0 11 

McHugh % 0 0 0 0 0 

Rodriguez pitched to 1 batter in the 
6th HBP-by Morton (Betts), by Porcello 
(Gonzalez), by Kimbrel (Bregman), by 
McHugh (Bradley Jr.). WP—Morton 2, Kel¬ 
ly, McCullers. T-4:33. A-43,277 (41,168). 
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ALCS 

Fan interferes with 
Betts’ failed catch 



The Red Sex’s Jackie Bradley Jr., watches after his two-run home run against the Astros during the sixth 
inning in Game 4 of the American League Championship Series on Wednesday in Houston. 

Red Sox hold off Astros 


By Stephen Hawkins 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Jose Altuve was 
sure he’d hit a tying home run for 
the Houston Astros in Game 4 of 
the AL Championship Series. He 
thought it was a double, at least, 
when he watched the ball rico¬ 
chet back onto the field. 

Then, he saw the signal: He was 
out, and couldn’t believe it. 

Altuve’s potential homer was 
wiped away when umpire Joe 
West ruled that fans reaching 
for the ball interfered with Bos¬ 
ton right fielder Mookie Betts at¬ 
tempting to make a leaping catch. 

Now Houston’s chances to re¬ 
peat as World Series champions 
are nearly out of reach after an 
8-6 loss Wednesday night that put 
the Red Sox ahead 3-1 in the best- 
of-seven matchup. 

“I normally don’t get mad at 
the umpire’s call. That one, I was 
a little upset,” Altuve said. “All of 
a sudden, it wasn’t even a double, 
it was an out. Two runs the game 
ended up ... that make me a little 
bit more upset.” 

Denied Altuve’s two-run drive 
in the first inning, the Astros 
wound up falling two runs short. 

“That’s just a tough call right 
now,” said Houston’s George 
Springer, who later homered over 
that same wall. “I understand it’s 
not easy to make that call. You 
would like to see a two-run homer 
be a two-run homer, especially to 
tie the game.” 

West, the crew chief work¬ 
ing the right-field line at Minute 
Maid Park, signaled fan interfer¬ 
ence after Betts was unable to 
make a jumping grab. Fans made 
contact with Betts’ glove, though 
it wasn’t clear if they had reached 
over the fence. 

The call stood after a replay 
review that lasted 3 minutes, 13 
seconds. Altuve was ruled out 
and Springer was sent back to 
first base. 

West told a pool reporter the 
ball had not crossed the top of the 
wall when “the spectator reached 
out of the stands and hit him over 
the playing field and closed his 
glove.” 

Betts, one of the best defend¬ 
ers in the m^ors, said he had it 


all the way. 

“That was a ball I could catch. 
I’m 100 percent positive I was 
going to be able to catch that one,” 
he said. 

“I jumped and went over, 
reached my hand up, I felt like 
somebody was kind of pushing 
my glove out of the way or some¬ 
thing,” Betts said. 

A fan wearing an orange Astros 
jersey, who identified himself as 
Troy Caldwell, insisted he wasn’t 
reaching out over the yellow line 
atop the 7-foot-high fence when 
the ball hit his hand. 

“That ball was gone no matter 
what,” said Caldwell, a lifelong 
Astros fan from Houston who 
now lives in Atlanta. 

The play came on the same day 
MLB cleared the Astros of any 
wrongdoing after a credentialed 
Houston employee was caught 
pointing his cellphone into the 
opposing dugouts during playoff 
games in Cleveland and Boston. 

Astros manager AJ Hinch 
cracked a joke when asked if 
there were enough cameras at the 
ballpark to properly review plays 
like Altuve’s hit. 

“Yeah, earlier we started the 
day with do we have too many 
cameras in the park,” Hinch said, 
smiling. “So, yeah, I wish we had 
an angle that was perfectly along 
the fence line that would show. 
That’s the one camera we don’t 
have.” 

Altuve had both hands on his 
helmet in disbelief while standing 
on second base, where he stopped 
when the play ended. Hinch went 
out to discuss the situation with 
West, who had a brief consulta¬ 
tion with the rest of the six-man 
umpire crew before the play was 
reviewed. 

“Jose pays the biggest price 
because the tr^ectory of the ball 
looked like it was going to leave the 
ballpark. But we assume — and 
you can assume a lot with Mookie 
because he’s an incredible athlete 
— we assume he’s going to make 
this spectacular catch jumping as 
high as he can into the crowd,” 
Hinch said. “Changed that whole 
inning.” 


By Kristie Rieken 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Andrew Benin- 
tendi charged in hard and left his 
feet. 

Make the catch, Boston wins. 

If not... no telling. 

On this night, though, even a 
ball the Red Sox didn’t grab went 
their way. 

Benintendi made a diving play 
in left field with the bases load¬ 
ed for the final out, and Boston 
held off the Houston Astros 8-6 
Wednesday to take a 3-1 lead in 
the AL Championship Series. 

“I thought I could catch it and 
timed it up well,” Benintendi 
said. “At that point, it was either 
do or die.” 

Boosted by a questionable fan 
interference call and another 
home run from Jackie Bradley 
Jr. in a gripping, back-and-forth 
game, the Red Sox moved within 
one victory of their first World 
Series trip since winning the 
2013 title. 

Craig Kimbrel earned a shaky 
six-out save, helped by a rocket 
throw from right fielder Mookie 
Betts and Benintendi’s daring 
grab of Alex Bregman’s sinking 
liner. Had the ball scooted past 
Benintendi, it easily could have 
scored three runs and won the 
game for Houston. 

“Beni took a shot. Had a great 
jump. And he got it,” Boston man¬ 
ager Alex Cora said. 

With that, the Red Sox im¬ 
proved to 4-0 on the road in these 
playoffs and inched closer to 
eliminating the defending World 
Series champions. 

“This game was incredibly 
good on both sides—great at-bats, 
great plays,” Astros manager AJ 
Hinch said. “The difference in 
that game literally was a couple 
inches.” 


Game 5 is Thursday night in 
Houston, where ace Justin Ver- 
lander will pitch for the Astros 
with their season on the line. 
David Price, who was warming 
up in the bullpen late in Game 
4, will start for Boston on three 
days’ rest after Chris Sale was 
ruled out Wednesday while re¬ 
covering from a stomach illness. 

Bradley hit a go-ahead homer 
in the sixth inning, his latest huge 
swing for a Red Sox team that was 
beaten in last year’s playoffs by 
Houston in the Division Series. 

Boston has won three straight 
after a Game 1 loss, and this one 
came with some controversy. 

Astros star Jose Altuve was de¬ 
nied a potential two-run homer 
in the first inning and called out 
after fans reaching for the ball in¬ 
terfered with Betts’ attempt at a 
leaping catch. 

Boston trailed by one with two 
outs in the sixth when Christian 
Vazquez doubled to deep right- 
center. Center fielder George 
Springer nearly made a jumping 
grab, but the ball glanced off his 
glove. 

Bradley, who hit a grand slam 
in Game 3 and a three-run double 
in Game 2, put the Red Sox on top 
6-5 with his soaring shot to right 
field on the next pitch from rookie 
Josh James. 

“I’m very proud of him, what 
he’s done in the second part of the 
season and what he’s done tonight 
and in this series. It’s amazing,” 
Cora said about Bradley. 

Boston got some insurance in 
the seventh when Lance McCull- 
ers walked in a run after taking 
over for Ryan Pressly with the 
bases loaded and two outs. J.D. 
Martinez added an RBI single in 
the eighth. 

Houston cut the margin to two 
on an RBI groundnut by Altuve 
in the eighth. Right fielder Josh 


Reddick made a diving catch of 
Betts’ liner with the bases loaded 
to end the top of the ninth. 

Red Sox starter Rick Porcello 
allowed seven hits and four runs 
over four innings in a wild game 
that took 4 hours, 33 minutes. Joe 
Kelly was the winner after giving 
up a run in the fifth. 

Rafael Devers and Xander Bo- 
gaerts had two RBIs apiece for 
the Red Sox, who have outscored 
their opponents 36-12 on the road 
this postseason. 

Houston’s Carlos Correa, who 
has struggled with back problems 
for months, had three hits and 
two RBIs for his first multihit 
game this postseason. Springer 
and Tony Kemp each hit a solo 
homer for the Astros, who left 13 
runners on base. 

A rusty Charlie Morton gave 
up three hits, three runs and two 
walks in just 2 Vs innings. He also 
threw two wild pitches in his first 
outing for the Astros since the 
regular-season finale on Sept. 30. 

James took over and yielded 
three runs while striking out five 
in 3^/3 innings during his second 
postseason appearance. 

Devers’ two-run single gave the 
Red Sox two runs in the first in¬ 
ning for the third straight game. 

The disputed call came in the 
bottom of the inning when um¬ 
pires ruled a fan interfered with 
Betts as he tried to snag Altuve’s 
drive above the right-field wall. 

Kemp gave Houston its first 
lead at 4-3 in the fourth when he 
knocked a slider from Porcello 
over the wall in the right-field 
comer. 

Benintendi’s second double 
came in the fifth and he scored 
on a two-out single by Bogaerts to 
tie it at 4. 

Correa’s run-scoring single 
made it 5-4 in the bottom of the 
inning. 



Frank Franklin II/AP 


Fans interfere with Red Sox right fielder Mookie Betts trying to 
catch a ball hit by the Astros’ Jose Altuve during the first inning 
Wednesday. Altuve was called out. 
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Spartans get 'chip' 
back for Michigan 


By Noah Trister 

Associated Press 

EAST LANSING, Mich. — 
After upsetting Penn State on 
the road last weekend, Michigan 
State feels it has a bit of its iden¬ 
tity back. 

Just in time for the annual clash 
with rival Michigan. 

“Last week we brought the chip 
back and that’s just something you 
can never lose, and same thing 
with the underdog thing and how 
they think of us,” linebacker Joe 
Bachie said. “Never lose it. We 
understand what’s at stake. It’s a 
rivalry game.” 

The “chip” is a reference to the 
chip on the Spartans’ collective 
shoulder — that feeling in East 
Lansing that Michigan State is 
constantly being disrespected. 
It’s a powerful emotion, especially 
when the Spartans take on Michi¬ 
gan, and No. 24 Michigan State 
could use any psychological boost 
it can get for Saturday’s show¬ 
down with the No. 6 Wolverines. 

Historically, Michigan State 
has been overshadowed by the 
more storied programs in the 
Midwest, such as Michigan, Notre 
Dame and Ohio State. But under 
coach Mark Dantonio, the Spar¬ 
tans have won three Big Ten titles 
and made college football’s play¬ 
off in 2015. So there are times the 
chip on Michigan State’s shoulder 
seems a bit contrived — the Spar¬ 
tans came into this season ranked 
11 th in the country, three spots 
ahead of Michigan. 

After an underwhelming start 
to the season, however, Michi¬ 
gan State was becoming an af¬ 
terthought, especially following 
a home loss to Northwestern two 
weekends ago. Then the Spartans 
went to Penn State and knocked 
off the Nittany Lions on a last- 
minute touchdown. 

“That loss honestly was one of 
the better things that could have 
happened to us, just to figure out 
what was wrong and figure out 
what we needed to fix,” quarter¬ 
back Brian Lewerke said. “I think 
that kind of showed last week 


when we came out and got a big 
win on the road.” 

Now Michigan State is in the 
type of situation the Spartans 
seem to relish. They’re coming 
off a confidence-boosting win, 
they’re playing Michigan at home 
— and yet they’re still underdogs 
against a team they’ve beaten in 
eight of the last 10 meetings. 

How much any of that matters 
this year remains to be seen. It’s 
not just motivation that has helped 
Michigan State beat Michigan on a 
regular basis lately. The Spartans 
have simply been the better team 
in many of those seasons, and at 
times they simply overpowered 
the Wolverines. This week, that 
could be a tougher task. Michi¬ 
gan State is No. 1 in the nation in 
rushing defense, but Michigan is 
No. 1 in passing defense and No. 2 
in total defense. 

The Wolverines are coming off 
an impressive win of their own — 
a 38-13 rout of Wisconsin — and 
have won six straight since drop¬ 
ping their opener at Notre Dame. 

The Spartans, however, are a 
dangerous team no matter how 
strong the opposition. The win 
over Penn State was Michigan 
State’s ninth victory over a team 
in the AP top 10 since 2013. Only 
Alabama and Ohio State have 
more. 

“There’s a lot of things that go 
into this,” Dantonio said. “It’s 
belief system; it’s conviction; it’s 
commitment; it’s execution on the 
field; it’s mental toughness; it’s 
physical toughness. There’s a lot 
of that that goes into it.” 

Michigan was in the top 10 a 
season ago when the unranked 
Spartans beat the Wolverines in 
Ann Arbor. Now both teams are 
in the Top 25 — and the last four 
times they’ve met when both were 
ranked, Michigan State won. 

“People out in the media or 
whatever think of us maybe a lit¬ 
tle different than them, and that’s 
fine with us,” Bachie said. “We’ve 
got that chip back, and you know, 
we’re going to continue that this 
week.” 



Chris Knight/AP 


Michigan State’s Eiijah Collins celebrates beating Penn State. It was 
the Spartans’ ninth victory over a top 10 team since 2013. 



Richard Shiro/AP 

Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney works the sideline during a game earlier this season. The Tigers had 
their bye week to prepare for undefeated NC State, which also is coming off its bye. 


Clemson, NC State had bye 
to get ready for showdown 


By Pete Iacobelli 
Associated Press 

CLEMSON, S.C. — Refreshed, rested and ready 
for more success is the mindset for both No. 3 Clem¬ 
son and 16th-ranked North Carolina State with both 
coming off bye weeks heading into their undefeated 
showdown in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 

The Tigers (6-0, 3-0 ACC) will host the Wolfpack 
(5-0,2-0) in clash between the league’s only remain¬ 
ing undefeated teams. Each took time this past week 
to correct mistakes and prepare for a game that will 
likely determine the ACC Atlantic Division. 

Clemson defensive coordinator Brent Venables 
believes the Tigers will be ready for the challenge. 

“I think the bigger the stakes, the better our guys 
play,” he said Monday. 

Same could be said about North Carolina State, 
which has nearly knocked off three-time defending 
ACC champion Clemson in down-to-the-wire match¬ 
ups the past two seasons. 

The Wolfpack had a chance to derail Clemson’s 
national championship season in 2016, but missed 
a field goal in the final seconds and lost 24-17 in 
overtime. 

Last year, Clemson trailed most of the game be¬ 
fore escaping 38-31 when safety K’von Wallace in¬ 
tercepted Ryan Finley after the Wolfpack drove to 
the Tigers’ 28 on their final drive. 

“Our guys have rose to the challenge. They 
haven’t finished,” Wolfpack coach Dave Doeren said 
Monday. 

Doeren said the teams arrive dead even since 
each had similar chances to ramp up preparations 
during the week off 

Clemson receiver Amari Rodgers said players 
were eager for the break after going nonstop since 
the beginning of August. 

“We needed a weekend to unplug,” he said. “But 
now we’re ready to get back to it.” 

Doeren believed his Wolfpack players worked 
hard during the break. 

Tigers co-offensive coordinator Tony Elliott said 
the team went through some self-evaluation to re¬ 


fine and refocus fundamentals that may have gotten 
out of whack in the week-to-week run of football. 

One of the biggest concerns, Elliott said, was his 
team’s slow starts to games. The Tigers have scored 
253 points this season, just 38 of those coming in the 
first quarter. 

“I wish I knew the answer to that one,” said El¬ 
liott, the team’s chief play-caller. 

Elliott cited tailback Travis Etienne, who leads 
the ACC with 761 yards and 11 touchdowns rushing, 
dropping first-down passes early against Georgia 
Tech and Wake Forest — games won by Clemson by 
a combined 112-24 score — as setting the team back 
into unexpected second-and-long situations. 

“We’re going to keep working on it, challenging 
these guys to understand the importance of every 
single play,” Elliott said. 

Venables likes his defense’s focus, its play set by 
an experienced, NFL-caliber front four of ends Cle- 
lin Ferrell and Austin Bryant and tackles Christian 
Wilkins and Dexter Lawrence. 

“I think there’s a bunch of guys who really, truly 
enjoy each other,” Venables said when asked what 
made this defense unique. “This is one of the funner 
units to be around.” 

Venables acknowledged that Clemson’s second¬ 
ary, while improving, remains a work in progress 
and should face a difficult test with experienced 
Wolfpack quarterback Ryan Finley, who leads the 
ACC with more than 324 yards passing per game. 

“Mentally, we’re still not a finished product, de¬ 
fensively,” Venables said. 

Both the Tigers and the Wolfpack got a rankings’ 
boost while kicking back. Clemson moved up a spot 
to No. 3 while North Carolina State improved four 
spots in the latest poll. 

Clemson left guard John Simpson watched several 
upsets — four Top 10 teams lost last weekend — and 
thought, “I’m glad we didn’t play Saturday.” 

The Tigers are wary of the Wolfpack and will hear 
plenty more about that leading up to Saturday. 

Said Clemson receiver Rodgers: “Coaches are 
emphasizing this week that NC State always gives 
us problems.” 












Friday, October 19,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 59 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Who's hot, who's not at halfway point 




By Ralph D. Russo 
Associated Press 


The midpoint of another season has ar¬ 
rived and the burning question is — yet 
again — can anybody beat Alabama? 

This is the third straight year the Crim¬ 
son Tide has started the season No. 1 and 
ripped through its first seven games with 
little resistance. In 2016, the Tide outscored 
its first seven opponents 318-105, spent the 
entire regular season at No. 1 and did not 
lose until the national championship game 
against Clemson 

Last year, Alabama outscored everyone 
299-71 through seven games and did not 
stumble until the regular-season finale at 
Auburn, which the CFP selection commit¬ 
tee excused and the Tide went on to win its 
fifth national championship under coach 
Nick Saban. 

This year, Alabama is 7-0 by a margin 
of 375-106. Granted, part of this first-half 
dominance is because the Crimson Tide’s 
early season schedule always contains at 
least two nonconference pushovers, and 
its typically toughest Southeastern Confer¬ 
ence games against LSU and Auburn are 
always in November. 

But here we are again, halfway home 
waiting to see if and when the machine in 
Tuscaloosa will malfunction. 

Time to put a capper on the first half, 
acknowledging the good and bad, and fore¬ 
cast what’s to come. 


Best offensive player 


Tua Tagovailoa, QB, Alabama 

The NCAA passer rating might not be 
the best way to measure how well a quar¬ 
terback is playing, but it does provide a 
consistent data point that’s been used for 
a long time. Last year. Baker Mayfield set 
an NCAA record for rating in a season at 
198.9 on the way to the Heisman Trophy. 
Look back at the statistics over the years 
and you will find that good quarterbacks 
have good ratings. It’s not a bad tool, even 
if it is not perfect. 

Tagovailoa currently leads the country 
in passer rating at 248.09. He has thrown 
21 touchdowns, no interceptions and is av¬ 
eraging 14.3 yards per pass. Even account¬ 
ing for inflation because of competition 
— and Alabama’s schedule is really 
not that bad relative to other top 
teams — the sophomore has de¬ 
livered on every bit of his hype. 

Also considered: Dwayne 
Haskins, QB, Ohio State; 

Darrell Henderson, RB, 

Memphis; Kyler Murray, QB, 

Oklahoma; Laviska Shenault 
Jr., WR, Colorado; Jona- 


Alabama quarterback 
Tua Tagovailoa 
leads the nation 
in passer rating at 
248.09, throwing 21 
touchdowns and no 
interceptions. 

Butch Dill/AP 


ball. He has four 100-yard receiving games 
and has packed a season’s worth of high¬ 
lights into six games. 

Also considered: Alan Bowman, QB, 
Texas Tech; Jermar Jefferson, RB, Or¬ 
egon State; Penei Sewell, OT, Oregon; 
Caden Stems, S, Texas; Pooka Williams, 
RB, Kansas. 


Most surprising team 


No. 5 LSU (6-1) 

The Tigers were preseason No. 25, but 
it seemed even their fans were not quite 
convinced this would be a successful sea¬ 
son. Now they are thinking playoff after 
LSU walloped Georgia last weekend. The 
offense still lacks explosiveness, but it has 
limited mistakes. The defense is stout, re¬ 
lying on a trio of midseason All-Americans 
in cornerback Greedy Williams, safety 
Grant Delpit and linebacker Devin White. 
The Tigers might have already peaked, but 
only a second-half collapse will keep them 
from exceeding expectations. 

Also considered: Cincinnati, Colorado, 
Florida. 


Most disappointing team 


Auburn (4-3) 

The SEC West’s other Tigers are in a 
tailspin. The defending division champions 
were ranked ninth in the preseason and 
kicked things off by beating Washington. 
Auburn’s offense seems to get worse every 
week, which is especially problematic 
when that is your head coach’s thing — and 
that head coach is one year into a $49 mil¬ 
lion contract. The Tigers can’t mn behind 
a faulty line and quarterback Jarrett Stid¬ 
ham, touted as a potential first-round NFL 
draft pick, is 86th in the country in passer 
rating (126.76). Getting to 7-5 will take se¬ 
rious work. 

Also considered: Arizona, Florida State, 
Memphis. 


Most promising first-year 
coach 


Jimbo Fisher, Texas A&M. 

We know what you’re thinking: For $75 
million over 10 years the least Fisher can be 
is promising. But considering all the highly 
touted coaches who have flopped in year 
one, give credit to Fisher for having the 
Aggies looking ahead of schedule. He has 
gotten good play out of quarterback Kellen 
Mond, who was recruited 
to play in a very different 
system, and a defense that 
has been flimsy for years 
is suddenly stingy. 

Also considered: Josh 
Heupel, UCF; Chad Lun¬ 
sford, Georgia Southern. 


Coach of the half 


season 


Brian Kelly, Notre Dame 
The fourth-ranked Fighting Irish 
had to replace the key components 
of last season’s run-heavy offense and 
their defensive coordinator. Kelly confi¬ 
dently turned a veteran defensive over to 
36-year-old assistant Clark Lea to replace 
Mike Elko, who left after one season to join 
Texas A&M. The Irish leaned on the de¬ 
fense early. Needing to spark offensively, 
Kelly handed the offense over to quarter¬ 
back Ian Book after three games and he 
delivered a more dynamic attack. Notre 
Dame heads into the second half a serious 
playoff contender. 

Also considered: Mario Cristobal, Or¬ 


Purdue freshman running back Rondale 
Moore is fourth in the country in ali- 
purpose yards with 167.8 per game. 


Best defensive player 


Ed Oliver, DT, Houston 

If you thought Oliver might cruise 
through his junior season, having already 
declared that he will enter next year’s NFL 
draft, not a chance. Despite drawing loads 
of attention from opposing blockers, Oliver 
is putting up almost two tackles for loss per 
game (third in the nation). If advance mea¬ 
surements are your thing, Oliver has grad¬ 
ed out as one of the best defensive players 
in the country , according to Pro Football 
Focus. There is also a cool bobblehead doll 
version of Oliver riding his horse, Oreo. 

Also considered: Josh Allen, LB, Ken¬ 
tucky; Ben Burr-Kirven, LB, Washington; 
Quinnen Williams, DT, Alabama; Gerald 
Willis III, DT, Miami; Oshane Ximines, 
DE, Old Dominion. 


Best freshman 


Rondale Moore, WR, Purdue 

Coach Jeff Brohm swiped Moore 
away from Texas in recruit¬ 
ing and the 5-foot-9, 175- 
pound do-it-all receiver has 
thrived in the Boilermak- 


egon; Luke Fickell, Cincinnati; Tom Her¬ 
man, Texas; Nick Saban, Alabama; Scott 
Satterfield, Appalachian State. 

Best games so far 

Texas 48, Oklahoma 45. 

Ohio State 27, Penn State 26. 

Clemson 28, Texas A&M 26. 

Oregon 30, Washington 27, OT. 

Biggest upset 

Old Dominion 49, Virginia Tech 35. 

Significant regular-season 
games remaining 

No. 16 North Carolina State at No. 3 
Clemson, Oct. 20. 

No. 8 Georgia vs. No. 11 Florida in Jack¬ 
sonville, Oct. 27. 

No. 1 Alabama at No. 5 LSU, Nov. 3. 

No. 13 West Virginia at No. 7 Texas, Nov. 
3. 

No. 10 UCF at No. 21 USF Nov. 23. 

No. 6 Michigan at No. 2 Ohio State, Nov. 
24. 

No. 5 Notre Dame at Southern Califor¬ 
nia, Nov. 24. 

Hot seat watch 

At the risk of being a jinx, this looks as if 
it could be a relatively quiet silly season: 

Big trouble: David Beatty, Kansas; Scot- 
tie Montgomery, East Carolina. 

Big trouble, but big buyout: Bobby 
Petrino, Louisville; Larry Fedora, North 
Carolina. 

Heading toward trouble: Derek Mason, 
Vanderbilt. 

Trouble going out gracefully: Bill Sny¬ 
der, Kansas State. 

Trouble’s been building for a while: Paul 
Johnson, Georgia Tech. 

Most interesting team of the 
second half 

No. 6 Michigan 

Consider, for a moment, Jim Harbaugh 
coaching Michigan to the College Football 
Playoff Now consider another Michigan 
season being derailed by losses to rivals 
Michigan State and Ohio State. Either 
seems possible and highly entertaining. 

Also considered: No. 1 Alabama, No. 7 
Texas, No. 10 UCF. 

Heisman Trophy watch 

Seems like Tagovailoa’s award to lose, 
but he has plenty of opportunities to do 
just that and there are contenders such as 
Haskins and Murray primed to pounce. 
Keep an eye on Oregon quarterback Jus¬ 
tin Herbert, Michigan quarterback Shea 
Patterson, Clemson running back Travis 
Etienne and Houston defensive tackle Ed 
Oliver as potential visitors to New York. 

And the winner is: Tagovailoa becomes 
the third Alabama player, and first Tide 
quarterback, to win the Heisman in the 
last 10 years. 

Projecting the new year’s six 

Orange Bowl semifinal—No. 1 Alabama 
vs. No. 4 Oklahoma. 

Cotton Bowl semifinal — No. 2 Clemson 
vs. No. 3 Michigan. 

Rose Bowl — Ohio State vs. Oregon. 
Sugar Bowl — Texas vs. Georgia. 

Peach Bowl — LSU vs. Notre Dame. 
Fiesta Bowl — UCF vs. Washington. 
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Top 25 schedule 


Saturday 

No. 1 Alabama at Tennessee 
No. 2 Ohio State at Purdue 
No. 3 Clemson vs. No. 16 NC State 
No. 5 LSU vs. No. 22 Mississippi State 
No. 6 Michigan at No. 24 Michigan 
State 

No. 9 Oklahoma at TCU 
No. 10 UCF at East Carolina 
No. 12 Oregon at No. 25 Washington 
State 

No. 14 Kentucky vs. Vanderbilt 
No. 15 Washington vs. Colorado 
No. 18 Penn State at Indiana 
No. 19 Iowa vs. Maryland 
No. 20 Cincinnati at Temple 
No. 21 South Florida vs. UConn 
No. 23 Wisconsin vs. Illinois 


Service academies 


Friday at UNLV 
Last week: Lost at San 
Diego State, 21-17 

vs. Miami (Ohio) 

Last week: Beat San Jose 
State, 52-3 

vs. Houston 
Last week: Lost to 
Temple, 24-17 


Power Five standings 


ACC 

Atlantic 


Clemson 
NC State 
Boston College 
Syracuse 
Florida State 
Wake Forest 
Louisville 

( 

Virginia Tech 

Virginia 

Miami 

Pittsburgh 

Duke 

North Carolina 
Georgia Tech 


Big 12 


Oklahoma 
Texas Tech 

^owa°State 

TCU 

Kansas State 
Oklahoma State 
Kansas 


Big Ten 


Ohio State 

Michigan 

Maryland 

Michigan State 

Penn State 

Indiana 

Rutgers 


Overall 

5 0 


Purdue 

Illinois 

Minnesota 

Nebraska 


Washingto 
Stanford 
Oregon 
Wasnington State 
California 
Oregon State 

So 

use 

Colorado 
Utah 
Arizona 
Arizona State 
UCLA 


Pac-12 

North 


Florida 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Missouri 

Vanderbilt 

V\ 

Alabama 

LSU 

Texas A&M 
Mississippi 
Mississippi State 
Auburn 
Arkansas 



Tony Ding/AP 


Michigan quarterback Shea Patterson (2) tries to scramble away from Wisconsin inside linebacker TJ. Edwards (53) last week. The No. 6 
Wolverines are preparing to play No. 24 Michigan State with dual-threat quarterback Shea Patterson working on the split-second decisions 
he makes, choosing when to pass, run or throw the ball away. The Spartans are ranked 117th against the pass, and No. 1 against the run. 


Key Power Five matchups 


No. 22 Mississippi State at No. 5 LSU 
1 a.m. Sunday, GET; 8 a.m. Sunday, JKT; 
AFN-Sports (or AFN-Sports2 if ALCS 
Game 6 necessary) 

Series record: LSU leads 73-35-3 
What’s at stake?: LSU needs to win to keep 
pace with Alabama in the SEC West and keep College 
Football Playoff hopes healthy. Mississippi State is try¬ 
ing to climb back up the AP Top 25 poll and build the 
best possible bowl resume. The Bulldogs can still win 
the West, too, but would likely have to win out. 

Key matchup: Mississippi State’s SEC-leading 
running game, which averages 240.7 yards per game, 
against an LSU defensive front that proved last week 
it could contain Georgia’s potent ground game. 

Players to watch: Mississippi State: QB Nick 
Fitzgerald, who accounted for 264 yards of total 
offense and two TDs in his previous game, a victory 
over Auburn two Saturdays ago. He has 2,999 yards 
and 40 touchdowns rushing in his career. 

LSU: LB Devin White ranks No. 3 in the SEC 
in tackles with 66, including a sack, along with a 
forced fumble, two fumble recoveries and three 
passes defended. He’ll be a central part of LSU’s 
effort stop the Bulldogs’ ground game. 

Facts & figures: Mississippi State is coming off 
an open date ... Last season, MSU recorded its most 
lopsided victory ever over LSU, 37-7, in Starkville. 

... The Bulldogs lead the nation in scoring defense, 
allowing 12.7 points per game. Mississippi State 
also ranks eighth in total defense with 289.7 yards 
allowed per game. ... MSU DE Montez Sweat has 
18 sacks in 19 career games. ... The Bulldogs have 
not lost a fumble yet this season. ... LSU is 15-0 
under coach Ed Orgeron when the Tigers feature a 
100-yard rusher, including 4-0 this season. ... LSU 
RB Clyde Edwards-Helaire rushed for a career-high 
145 yards vs. Georgia last week. ... LSU’s six FBS 
opponents are 30-11 combined with LSU being 
responsible for five of the 11 losses. ... LSU has held 
opponents to fewer than 100 yards rushing 13 times 
under third-year defensive coordinator Dave Aranda 
and is 13-0 in those games. 


No. 12 Oregon at No. 25 Washington St. 
1:30 a.m. Sunday, GET; 8:30 a.m, JKT 
AFN-Sports2 (or AFN-Atlantic, if ALGS 
Game 6 necessary) 

Series record: Oregon leads 47-41-7. 

What’s at stake?: Washington State and Or¬ 
egon both seek to become bowl eligible and to keep 
pace with No. 15 Washington in the race for the 
Pac-12 North title. Washington State has a 10-game 
home winning streak, and is making its first appear¬ 
ance as host of ESPN’s “College GameDay.” 

Key matchup: Two of the nation’s top offenses 
square off as Oregon averages 43 points per game 
and Washington State averages 41.8 points per 
game. The defense that bends the least may be the 
winner. 

Players to watch: Oregon: QB Justin Herbert 
is one of the best in the Pac-12. He has thrown 161 
consecutive passes without an interception in Pac- 
12 road games. Freshman RB CJ Verdell has rushed 
for 100 yards in four of his six career games, and 
scored the winning touchdown in overtime against 
Washington last weekend. 

Washington State: Graduate transfer QB Gardner 
Minshew has quickly gained mastery of the Air Raid 
offense and leads the nation with 2,422 passing yards 
and an average of 403 passing yards per game. 

Facts & figures: Washington State has won 
three straight against the Ducks, including last year’s 
33-10 win in Eugene when an injured Herbert did 
not play ... Washington State has not lost at home 
since 2016, the longest streak since the team won 
19 straight home games from 1928-33 ... WSU 
coach Mike Leach has 43 wins at the school, and a 
victory Saturday would tie him with Jim Walden for 
third most in program history ... Washington State 
is just 1-5 coming out of an open date under Leach. 
... Oregon has been the visiting team seven times 
at a “GameDay” site, and has won five of the games 
... Oregon assistant coaches Joe Salave’a and Jim 
Mastro are making their first trips to Pullman since 
leaving the Washington State staff... Oregon is play¬ 
ing a fourth straight ranked opponent. 


No. 6 Michigan at No. 24 Michigan State 
6 p.m. Saturday, GET; 

1 a.m. Sunday, JKT: 
AFN-Sports 

Series record: Michigan leads 69-36-5. 

What’s at stake?: For the third time in four 
seasons, Jim Harbaugh has Michigan looking like 
a serious Big Ten title contender, but he’s only 1-5 
against rivals Michigan State and Ohio State, so the 
pressure is on for the Wolverines. The Spartans have 
won eight of the last 10 meetings in this series and 
still have conference championship hopes of their 
own if they can win this game. 

Key matchup: Michigan QB Shea Patterson 
vs. Michigan State’s secondary. Patterson arrived 
as a transfer amid plenty of hype, and this is an op¬ 
portunity for him to deliver. Michigan State’s defense 
is ranked 117th against the pass and No. 1 against 
the run. If Patterson can’t exploit this matchup, the 
Wolverines could be in for a struggle. 

Players to watch: Michigan: DL Chase Winov- 
ich has three sacks and IOV2 tackles for loss. He’s 
emerged as a leader of a Michigan defense that’s 
been stellar even though star DE Rashan Gary has 
been out with a shoulder injury. The Wolverines have 
the nation’s top-ranked pass defense. 

Michigan State: QB Brian Lewerke already has 
as many Interceptions (seven) as he did all of last 
season, but he’s an experienced passer who led the 
Spartans to 10 wins a year ago and is coming off a 
last-minute touchdown throw that beat Penn State 
last weekend. 

Facts & figures: The team with more yards 
rushing has won 43 of the past 48 games in this 
series. The Spartans outrushed Michigan 158-102 
in their victory last year. ... The Spartans and Wol¬ 
verines have met 17 times when both teams were 
in the Top 25. Michigan State is 10-6-1 in those 
games. ... Michigan State has nine wins over top-10 
opponents since 2013. Only Alabama and Ohio 
State have more. ... Michigan is 0-17 against ranked 
teams on the road since 2006. 

— Associated Press 
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Orlando center Mo Bamba had 13 points, seven rebounds and two 
blocks to help lead the Magic past the Miami Heat on Wednesday. 

Rookies Bamba, 
Ayton, Trier shine 
in their debuts 


By Tim Reynolds 
Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Mo Bamba 
heard his name over Orlando’s 
public address system for the 
first time during introductions, 
and waved his arms to the crowd 
asking for their cheers. 

Then the game started. 

He didn’t have to solicit noise 
anymore. 

Welcome to the NBA, rookie 
class of 2018-19. There were 31 
newcomers who got their first 
official playing time Wednes¬ 
day, the initial hectic night on 
this season’s schedule. Some of 
those debuts were forgettable, 
some barely noticeable, but a few 

— like No. 1 pick Deandre Ayton 
in Phoenix, the No. 6 overall pick 
in Bamba and even undrafted 
rookie Allonzo Trier in New York 

— stood out. 

“Felt pretty good,” Bamba said. 
“It was everything I expected it 
to be.” 

He wasn’t the only rookie smil¬ 
ing Wednesday. 

Ayton made his first three shots 
and finished with 18 points, 10 re¬ 
bounds and six assists as Phoenix 
eased past Dallas. Bamba was 
clutch for Orlando, putting togeth¬ 
er a 13-point, seven-rebound, two- 
block effort in the Magic win over 
Miami. And maybe it was fitting 

— Ayton and Trier had plenty of 
big nights together at Arizona as 
collegians last season, and they 
had another one Wednesday, al¬ 
beit about 2,400 miles apart. 

Trier had 15 points for the 
Knicks in their easy win over At¬ 
lanta, two of those points coming 
on a down-the-lane dunk where 
he went either past or over four 
Hawks players, a play that even 
had New York coach David Fiz- 
dale celebrating. 

“Some things happen in a 
game sometimes and you just go, 
‘Whoa,’” Fizdale said. 

After two nights of this sea¬ 
son, 35 players have made their 
NBA debuts. That’s just the first 
of many waves; 119 rookies got 
into at least one game last season. 


Phoenbi Suns center Deandre 
Ayton, left, had 18 points, 10 
rebounds and six assists in his 
NBA debut Wednesday. 

a figure helped mightily by the 
emergence of two-way contracts. 
Last season’s newcomer total was 
the league’s highest since 1949-50 
when 120 debuted — in large part 
because what was the 12-team 
BAA the year before became the 
17-team NBA that season. 

Atlanta’s Trae Young, the No. 
5 pick in the draft, made his first 
NBA shot. The make was a notable 
event for Young, who said that he 
airballed his first shot attempt in 
high school, in college and at the 
NBA Summer League in July. 

None of the rookies so far have 
had monster numbers, but then 
again, those are rare in debuts. 

The record for points by some¬ 
one in his first game is held by 
Wilt Chamberlain, who scored 43 
for the Philadelphia Warriors at 
Madison Square Garden against 
the Knicks on Oct. 24, 1959. A 
year later, Oscar Robertson’s first 
NBA game resulted in his first 
triple-double — 21 points, 12 re¬ 
bounds, 10 assists. LeBron James 
had 25 in 2003, two months shy of 
his 19th birthday. 

Those were the start of great 
careers. 



NBA scoreboard 


Southeast Division 


Central Division 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet 

Boston 1 0 1.000 

New York 1 0 1.000 

Toronto 1 0 1.000 

Brooklyn n i nnn 

Philadelphia 

Orlando 
Washington 
Charlotte 
Atlanta 
Miami 

Detroit . - _ 

Milwaukee 1 0 1.000 - 

Indiana 1 0 1.000 - 

Chicago 0 0 .000 Vi 

Cleveland 0 1 .000 1 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

New Orleans 1 0 1.000 - 

San Antonio 1 0 1.000 - 

Memphis 0 1 .000 1 

Dallas 0 1 .000 1 

Houston 0 1 .000 1 

Northwest Division 

Denver 1 0 1.000 - 

Utah 1 0 1.000 - 

Portland 0 0 .000 Vi 

Minnesota 0 1 .000 1 

Oklahoma City 0 1 .000 1 

Pacific Division 

Phoenix 1 0 1.000 - 

Golden State 1 0 1.000 - 

L.A. Lakers 0 0 .000 V 2 

Sacramento 0 1 .000 1 

L.A. Clippers 0 1 .000 1 

Tuesday’s games 
Boston 105, Philadelphia 87 
Golden State 108, Oklahoma City 100 
Wednesday’s games 
Detroit 103, Brooklyn 100 
Indiana 111, Memphis 83 
Milwaukee 113, Charlotte 112 
Orlando 104, Miami 101 
New York 126, Atlanta 107 
Toronto 116, Cleveland 104 
New Orleans 131, Houston 112 
San Antonio 112, Minnesota 108 
Utah 123, Sacramento 117 
Denver 107, L.A. Clippers 98 
Phoenix 121, Dallas 100 

Thursday’s games 
Chicago at Philadeipnia 
Miami at Washington 
L.A. Lakers at Portland 

Friday’s games 
Charlotte at Orfando 
New York at Brooklyn 
Atlanta at Memphis 
Boston at Toronto 
Cleveland at Minnesota 
Sacramento at New Orleans 
Indiana at Milwaukee 
Golden State at Utah 
Oklahoma City at L.A. Clippers 
Saturday’s games 
Brooklyn at Indiana 
Toronto at Washington 
Boston at New York 
Orlando at Philadelphia 
Charlotte at Miami 
Detroit at Chicago 
Minnesota at Dallas 
Phoenix at Denver 
San Antonio at Portland 
Houston at L.A. Lakers 

Sunday’s games 
Atlanta at Cleveland 
Sacramento at Oklahoma City 
Golden State at Denver 
Houston at L.A. Clippers 


But bad first games don’t doom 
anyone to a life of mediocrity, 
either. 

Steve Nash, Tracy McGrady, 
Yao Ming and Dennis Rodman 
combined for zero points in their 
debuts. Kobe Bryant went score¬ 
less his first time out as well, and 
he’ll be joining that foursome in 
the Basketball Hall of Fame soon 
anyway. Michael Jordan shot 5- 
for-16 to start his career. Kevin 
Durant went 7-for-22 in his open¬ 
ing game with Seattle. 

Some of the openers on Wednes¬ 
day were statistically nonexistent 
— three debuts were logged of¬ 
ficially at lasting less than one 
minute, seven of the rookies on 
the floor didn’t attempt any shots, 
and the average per-rook was less 
than 5 points per game. 

Ayton and Bamba dazzled. No. 
3 pick Luka Doncic had 10 points 
and eight rebounds, but misfired 
on 11 of his 16 shots. No. 11 pick 
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored 
11 points for the Clippers. 

It wasn’t just lottery guys who 
stood out — second-round pick 
Bruce Brown started for Detroit, 
and Trier made MSG take notice. 


Bengals’ defense 
looks to regroup 


By Joe Kay 

Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — Ben Roeth- 
lisberger threw the ball 46 times 
and got hit only once. When the 
Bengals’ defense went with an 
all-out blitz in the closing seconds 
to try to get a hand on him. Big 
Ben threw a 31-yard touchdown 
pass to Antonio Brown to win the 
game. 

The Bengals’ defense had one 
of its worst performances against 
its biggest nemesis, a big reason 
why Pittsburgh was able to pull 
out a 28-21 win. Up next is an 
even better offense, this time in a 
daunting place on the road. 

Oh, and they’ll play the Kan¬ 
sas City Chiefs (5-1) on a Sunday 
night, a prime time slot in which 
they have rated horribly for 
years. The Bengals have dropped 
their past eight games on Sunday 
night, when they’re 3-15 overall. 

“Any time you want to be one 
of the great ones on the defense 
or you want your defense to have 
a statement-type game, you have 
to do it against the best offenses 
in the league,” defensive end Car¬ 
los Dunlap said. “And right now, 
they’re putting up those points 
like they’re one of the best offens¬ 
es in the league. So you’ve got to 
go out there and put it on 'em.” 

The Bengals (4-2) barely even 


got close to Roethlisberger in 
their most disappointing show¬ 
ing of the season. They allowed 
him to complete 32 passes for 
369 yards without being sacked. 
James Conner ran for 111 yards. 
The Steelers piled up 481 yards 
overall. 

Compounding the bad day: Sev¬ 
eral players got hurt, forcing the 
Bengals to rely on backups on the 
final series. Brown was able to get 
off the line unchallenged to make 
the decisive catch on a quick slant 
and then run untouched to the 
end zone. 

Their defense is depleted by 
injuries heading to Kansas City 
(5-1), which also is coming off a 
last-minute loss, 43-40 at New 
England. Linebacker Nick Vigil 
is out indefinitely with a knee in¬ 
jury, safety Shawn Williams is in 
concussion protocol, and corner- 
back Darqueze Dennard is side¬ 
lined with a shoulder injury. 

Four other defensive players 
were limited in practice Wednes¬ 
day because of injuries, although 
they’re likely to play on Sunday. 

“It makes it harder, yeah, but 
we’ve got la and lb,” Dunlap 
said. 

The game matches two of the 
NFL’s worst defenses. The Ben¬ 
gals rank 29th overall in yards al¬ 
lowed, and the Chiefs are last 


Jaguars return to basics 
after back-to-back losses 


By Mark Long 

Associated Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — The 
Jacksonville Jaguars are back in 
training camp mode after con¬ 
secutive lopsided losses. 

Coach Doug Marrone said 
Wednesday they will spend the 
week trying “to correct a lot of 
bad football that we have been 
playing.” 

The Jaguars (3-3) have been 
outscored 70-21 in road losses to 
Kansas City and Dallas, failing 
to score in the first half of both 
games and allowing a combined 
802 yards and 49 first downs. 

Marrone deflected questions 
about AFC South rival Houston 
(3-3), which plays in Jacksonville 
on Sunday, and said he’s more fo¬ 
cused on football fundamentals. 

“It doesn’t matter who the hell 
you are playing,” Marrone said. 
“You have to get your ship right. 
You have to get your stuff in house 
right.” 

Jacksonville looked lost on both 
sides of the ball against the Chiefs 
and Cowboys. 

The usually stout defense got 
gouged on the ground and picked 
apart by big plays. The offense 
was even worse, with Blake Bor- 
tles turning the ball over six times 
and getting sacked eight times. 
The injury-riddled offensive line 
was the main issue again. Receiv¬ 
ers also failed to create separa¬ 
tion and get open, and running 


back Leonard Fournette missed 
his fourth game with a strained 
right hamstring. 

The Jaguars are now down 
their top two left tackles, their 
top two tight ends, two of their top 
three running backs and their No. 
1 receiver. Those injuries have 
forced the team to sign three 
guys off practice squads and five 
off the street. 

“We can’t use that as an ex¬ 
cuse,” Marrone said. “We have to 
go out there and find things that 
they can do well and we have to 
do that in a short period of time 
to be able to go out there and per¬ 
form well enough or execute well 
enough to do it.” 

Marrone shouldered much of 
the blame for his team’s recent 
performances and insisted things 
would change against the Texans, 
who won six in a row in the series 
until getting swept in 2017. 

The message that flashed on 
television screens around the fa¬ 
cility read “humility is not think¬ 
ing less of yourself It’s thinking 
of yourself less.” A more rare 
sight: at least six assistant coach¬ 
es roamed the locker room during 
lunchtime to mingle with player. 

The biggest difference came on 
the practice field. 

“There was no other choice but 
to work hard today,” linebacker 
Myles Jack said. “They got the 
most out of us. It was like a camp 
practice. 
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David Richard/AP 


Los Angeles Chargers quarterback Philip Rivers (17) celebrates a touchdown with wide receiver 
Keenan Allen (13). Rivers is seeking to help the Chargers win their fourth game in a row. They play the 
Tennessee Titans on Sunday in London. 


London calling: Rivers, 
Chargers look to go 5-2 


By Brian Dulik 

Associated Press 

BEREA, Ohio — The Los Angeles Chargers are 
on a roll with a three-game winning streak. 

Philip Rivers is determined to keep the momen¬ 
tum going, even with an overseas trip and a game in 
London looming. 

“The guys have been great and we know we’re in 
kind of a groove right now,” the 36-year-old quarter¬ 
back said. “This is a different week, but our mindset 
is whatever you normally do, just do it. We want to 
keep this going.” 

The Chargers returned to the practice field 
Wednesday, brimming with confidence after their 
38-14 victory over the Browns three days earlier. 
The decisive win raised their record to 4-2 and kept 
them one game behind AFC-leading Kansas City. 

The team remains in Cleveland and is training 
at suburban Baldwin Wallace University, hoping to 
maintain some normalcy before its Sunday game 
against the Tennessee Titans at Wembley Stadium 
in England. 

“We practiced today at the same time that we’ll 
play (6:30 a.m. Pacific time), so that should help our 
bodies get accustomed to the time change,” said 
Rivers, who has thrown 15 touchdowns and has the 
second-best passer rating in the NFL at 115.1. 

“As a player, Wednesday always feels like the 
start of the workweek — and we were all ready 
for it today. The challenge will be Thursday night 
to Friday morning with us flying all night to get to 
London.” 

Los Angeles linebacker Denzel Perryman joked 
that avoiding jetlag will be easy, saying, “If you get 
some sleep medicine, you’ll be all right.” 

The fourth-year pro turned serious when asked if 
the Chargers’ focus was where it should be, namely 
stopping Titans quarterback Marcus Mariota and 
running backs Derrick Henry and Dion Lewis. 

“It’s a different environment and different weath¬ 
er here, but we got some good work done today,” 
Perryman said. “We know Tennessee has got a lot 


If you had told us back in 
August we’d be in this position, 
we’d have taken it. ^ 

Philip Rivers 

Chargers quarterback 


of nice weapons and an explosive offense with a nice 
duo back there. And Mariota, he can run and pass, 
so he’s a difficult matchup. But we’ll be ready for 
them, no doubt.” 

The extended road trip has taken on special sig¬ 
nificance for Rivers, who has only played in London 
once in 15 pro seasons. He threw a costly late inter¬ 
ception in the Chargers’ 37-32 loss to New Orleans 
on Oct. 26, 2008. 

Rivers noted this will likely be his last game in 
England, given his age and the league’s rotation of 
all 32 franchises for international games. 

“It’s been 10 years, but shoot, I remember every¬ 
thing about it,” he said. “Staying right next to the 
stadium before the game, and every time the ball 
went in the air, there were oohs and aahs.” 

Making this trip even more important, a win 
would make Los Angeles 5-2 on the season, which 
Rivers has only experienced twice before in 2006 
and 2014. 

The latter team faltered down the stretch and 
missed the playoffs. 

With Melvin Gordon now one of the top running 
backs in the league and standout defensive end Joey 
Bosa expected back in early November from a left 
foot injury. Rivers doesn’t want to let this opportu¬ 
nity slip away. 

“We’ve got a chance to get to 5-2 and we’ve got to 
do whatever it takes to get there,” he said. “If you 
had told us back in August we’d be in this position, 
we’d have taken it. We feel pretty good about our¬ 
selves right now.” 


Redskins ready for 
Cowboys’ run game 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

ASHBURN, Va. — Even after 
Dak Prescott rushed for 82 yards 
and a touchdown last week, the 
Washington Redskins aren’t ze¬ 
roing in on stopping the Dallas 
Cowboys quarterback. 

“We don’t really care about him 
running,” linebacker Zach Brown 
said. “Him running is not really 
our concern.” 

Their concern is Ezekiel Elliott, 
the Cowboys’ top running back 
who’s coming off 106 yards and a 
score against Jacksonville. After 
seeing Cam Newton with Caro¬ 
lina, the Redskins are prepared 
for Prescott, but after ranking 
last in the league in run defense 
last season — including allowing 
351 yards in two games against 
Dallas — the Redskins know it all 
starts with containing Elliott. 

“Definitely with their 0-line, 
their running game is something 
that definitely jumps off on film,” 
linebacker Mason Foster said. 
“You don’t want to start thinking 
about Cam Newton or thinking 
about Dak Prescott so much that 
you’re letting Zeke and (Panthers 
running back Christian) Mc¬ 
Caffrey run free because those 
are the guys who really can hurt 
you.” 

Amid plenty of inconsistency, 
Washington has not allowed an 
opponent to rush for more than 
104 yards in a game. 

“One of our things is trying to 
make a team one-dimensional be¬ 
cause we know if you put it in the 
air, you eventually might make a 
mistake,” Brown said. “The run 
is just something we’ve got to 
make sure we stop. If a team can 
run the ball on you, they can kind 
of control the game.” 

The big difference for the Red¬ 
skins this season is the addition of 
first-round pick Daron Payne and 
the return of a healthy Jonathan 
Allen on the defensive line. The 
Alabama products plus young 
defensive linemen Matt loannidis 
and Tim Settle finally give Wash¬ 
ington the muscle up front to han¬ 
dle prolific running attacks. 

“Having Jon Allen back, loan¬ 


nidis fully healthy, Ryan (Kerrig¬ 
an) — all these guys are physical 
up front, closing gaps,” Foster 
said. “Guys are going to bust runs 
or guys are going to make plays, 
but it’s about limiting those plays 
and making them earn it.” 

The Cowboys’ diverse run 
schemes present what Redskins 
coach Jay Gruden called a big 
challenge for Payne, Allen and 
the young defensive linemen. But 
those guys think they’re plenty 
prepared to handle the dual¬ 
threat ground game of Elliott and 
Prescott. 

“Just hit them in the mouth, get 
the 0-line going backwards, win 
the line of scrimmage,” Settle 
said Wednesday. “They got to 
block us. We don’t have to worry 
about them. They got to stop us 
from accomplishing what we 
want to accomplish. I feel like the 
more focused we are, the more 
dominant we play.” 

No one is calling the Redskins’ 
defense dominant yet, but the 
organization zeroed in on Payne 
with the concept of him being a 
difference-maker against the run 
and the pass. Elliott running all 
over them contributed to the de¬ 
cision to take Payne 13th overall. 

“When you have a weakness, 
you’ve got to address it,” Gruden 
said. “Daron Payne was, we 
thought, the best run-stopper — 
him and Vita Vea — in the draft 
and we were lucky to get him.” 

Payne has been every bit of 
what coaches expected, but he 
can’t stop Elliott by himself Safe¬ 
ty D. J. Swearinger said defenders 
are thinking, “We’ve got to find 
ways to stop 21” and let the rest of 
Dallas’ offense beat them. 

That’s what Gruden wants to 
hear, putting the emphasis on 
gang-tackling a running back 
who doesn’t go down easily. 

“These one-on-one tackles 
against Zeke are easier said than 
done,” Gruden said. “Great backs 
can make the unblocked player 
miss or run through them for 
another 5 or 6 yards, and that’s 
what he’s done in his career. ... 
There’s always going to be a free 
guy coming, and that guy has got 
to make his presence felt.” 



Jim Cowsert/AP 


Dallas Cowboys running back Ezekiel Elliott (21) will be the focus of 
the Washington Redskins’ defense this Sunday. 
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Marquee matchup 


New Orleans Saints (4-1) at Baltimore Ravens (4-2) 


Tennessee Titans (3-3) 
vs. Los Angeles Chargers (4-2) 
at London 

AFN-Sports 
3:30 p.m. Sunday GET 
10:30 p.m. Sunday JKT 
Series: Chargers lead 26-14-1. 
Last meeting: Chargers beat 
Titans 43-35, Nov. 6, 2016. 

Notes: Chargers have won nine of 
the past 10 meetings.... Titans WR 
Corey Davis leads team with 27 re¬ 
ceptions for 385 yards.... Chargers 
RB Melvin Gordon rushed for 185 
yards and three TDs last week. He 
has three games this season with 
150 or more yards, tied with Rams 
RBTodd Gurley for most in NFL. 



New England Patriots (4-2) 
at Chicago Bears (3-2) 

AFN-Sports 
7 p.m. Sunday GET 
2 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Patriots lead 9-3. 


Last meeting: Patriots beat Bears 
51-23, Oct. 26, 2014. 

Notes: Patriots have won past 
four meetings.... Patriots rookie 
RB Sony Michel rushed for 106 
yards with two TDs last week. He’s 
averaging 105.3 yards in has past 
three games.... Bears QB Mitch 
Trubisky passed for 316 yards and 
three TDs last week.... Bears RB 
Jordan Howard is averaging 100.4 
rushing yards per game. 


AFN-Sports2,10 p.m. Sunday GET; 5 a.m. Monday JKT 


SERIES RECORD: Ravens lead 5-1. 

LAST MEETING: Ravens beat Saints 34-27, Nov. 24, 
2014. 

LAST WEEK: Saints had bye, beat Redskins 43-19 on 
Oct. 8; Ravens beat Titans 21-0. 

SAINTS OFFENSE: OVERALL (3), RUSH (19), PASS (3). 

SAINTS DEFENSE: OVERALL (18), RUSH (1), PASS 
(30). 

RAVENS OFFENSE: OVERALL (9), RUSH (21), PASS 
(9). 

RAVENS DEFENSE: OVERALL (1), RUSH (3), PASS (2). 

STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES: Saints’ only win over Bal¬ 
timore came in 2002.... Ravens WR Willie Snead played for 
Saints 2015-17. ... Saints TE Benjamin Watson was Ravens’ 
leading receiver last year. .. New Orleans took four-game 
winning streak into bye. ... New Orleans QB Drew Brees 26 
for 29 for 363 yards and three TDs against Redskins. 

He has NFL-record 72,103 career yards passing, most 
in NFL history, and set record vs. Washington. ... 

Brees this year has 78 percent completion per¬ 


centage for 1,658 yards with 11 TDs and no INTs. ... Brees 
is 0-4 lifetime vs. Ravens. ... In return from four-game sus¬ 
pension, Saints RB Mark Ingram scored two TDs, ran for 53 
yards, and had two catches for 20 yards vs. Washington. .. 
Alvin Kamara has half of Saints’ 10 rushing TDs. ... New Or¬ 
leans leads NFL with 36 points per game average, including 
league-best 13 per game in fourth quarter. ... Saints 52-46 
on road since 2006, fourth-best mark in NFL. ... Ravens al¬ 
lowing NFL-low 12.8 points per game, lead league with 26 
sacks and fewest yards allowed per game (270.8).... Ravens 
return home after three straight on road. ... Baltimore has 
four of NFL’s last 14 shutouts since start of 2017 season. 
... Ravens QB Joe Flacco has completed at least 25 passes 
in nine straight games, tied for third-best streak NFL his¬ 
tory. ... Ravens WR John Brown averaging 20.2 yards per 
catch. ... Baltimore 16-4 at home vs. NFC since coach John 
Harbaugh’s arrival in 2008, including 2010 win 
over Saints. ... Ravens 61-21 at home under 
, Harbaugh, allowing 16.4 points per game. 
V — Associated Press 





Game capsules compiled from nfimedia.ct 



Ron Schvwane/AP 


Also on AFN: 

Dallas Cowboys (3-3) at Washington Redskins (3-2), AFN-Sports, 10:25 p.ni. Sunday GET; 5:25 a.m. Monday JKT 

EXPANDED STANDINGS 


New England 

w 

L 

2 

American Conference 

East 

T Pet PF PA Home Away 

0 .667 176 148 4-0-0 0-2-0 

AFC 

4-1-0 

NFC 

0-1-0 

1-0-0 

Washington 

w 

3 

L 

2 

T 

0 

National Conference 

East 

Pet PF PA Home Away 

.600 106 104 2-1-0 1-1-0 

NFC 

3-1-0 

AFC 

0-1-0 

0-0-0 

Miami 

4 

2 

0 

.667 

130 145 

3-0-0 

1-2-0 

3-2-0 

1-0-0 

1-1-0 

Dallas 

3 

3 

0 

.500 

123 103 

3-0-0 

0-3-0 

2-2-0 

1-1-0 

1-0-0 

N.Y. Jets 

3 

3 

0 

.500 

165 139 

2-1-0 

1-2-0 

2-3-0 

1-0-0 

0-1-0 

Philadelphia 

3 

3 

0 

.500 

137 117 

2-1-0 

1-2-0 

2-2-0 

1-1-0 

1-0-0 

Buffalo 

2 

4 

0 

.333 

76 138 

1-1-0 

1-3-0 

1-3-0 

1-1-0 

0-0-0 

N.Y. Giants 

1 

5 

0 

.167 

117 162 

0-3-0 

1-2-0 

0-4-0 

1-1-0 

0-2-0 

Tennessee 

3 

3 

0 

.500 

South 

87 107 

2-1-0 

1-2-0 

2-3-0 

1-0-0 

2-0-0 

New Orleans 

4 

1 

0 

.800 

South 

180 140 

2-1-0 

2-0-0 

3-1-0 

1-0-0 

1-1-0 

Houston 

3 

3 

0 

.500 

135 137 

2-1-0 

1-2-0 

2-2-0 

1-1-0 

1-1-0 

Carolina 

3 

2 

0 

.600 

121 114 

3-0-0 

0-2-0 

2-2-0 

1-0-0 

0-1-0 

Jacksonville 

3 

3 

0 

.500 

109 126 

2-1-0 

1-2-0 

2-2-0 

1-1-0 

0-1-0 

Tampa Bay 

2 

3 

0 

.400 

141 173 

1-1-0 

1-2-0 

2-2-0 

0-1-0 

1-1-0 

Indianapolis 

1 

5 

0 

.167 

152 180 

0-2-0 

1-3-0 

0-4-0 

1-1-0 

0-1-0 

Atlanta 

2 

4 

0 

.333 

167 192 

2-2-0 

0-2-0 

2-2-0 

0-2-0 

2-1-0 

Cincinnati 

4 

2 

0 

.667 

North 

174 158 

2-1-0 

2-1-0 

3-1-0 

1-1-0 

1-1-0 

Chicago 

3 

2 

0 

.600 

North 

139 96 

2-0-0 

1-2-0 

3-1-0 

0-1-0 

0-1-0 

Baltimore 

4 

2 

0 

.667 

153 77 

2-0-0 

2-2-0 

4-2-0 

0-0-0 

1-2-0 

Minnesota 

3 

2 

1 

.583 

140 148 

2-1-0 

1-1-1 

3-1-1 

0-1-0 

0-0-1 

Pittsburgh 

3 

2 

1 

.583 

171 154 

1-2-0 

2-0-1 

1-2-1 

2-0-0 

1-1-1 

Green Bay 

3 

2 

1 

.583 

148 144 

3-0-1 

0-2-0 

2-2-1 

1-0-0 

1-1-1 

Cleveland 

2 

3 

1 

.417 

128 151 

2-1-1 

0-2-0 

2-2-1 

0-1-0 

1-0-1 

Detroit 

2 

3 

0 

.400 

125 137 

2-1-0 

0-2-0 

1-2-0 

1-1-0 

1-0-0 

Kansas City 

5 

1 

0 

.833 

West 

215 172 

2-0-0 

3-1-0 

4-1-0 

1-0-0 

2-0-0 

L.A. Rams 

6 

0 

0 

1.000 

West 

196 118 

3-0-0 

3-0-0 

3-0-0 

3-0-0 

2-0-0 

L.A. Chargers 

4 

2 

0 

.667 

175 144 

2-1-0 

2-1-0 

3-1-0 

1-1-0 

1-1-0 

Seattle 

3 

3 

0 

.500 

143 117 

1-1-0 

2-2-0 

2-2-0 

1-1-0 

1-1-0 

Denver 

2 

4 

0 

.333 

120 154 

2-2-0 

0-2-0 

1-3-0 

1-1-0 

1-1-0 

Arizona 

1 

5 

0 

.167 

82 139 

0-3-0 

1-2-0 

1-5-0 

0-0-0 

1-2-0 

Oakland 

1 

5 

0 

.167 

110 176 

1-2-0 

0-3-0 

1-3-0 

0-2-0 

0-2-0 

San Francisco 

1 

5 

0 

.167 

148 179 

1-1-0 

0-4-0 

1-3-0 

0-2-0 

0-1-0 


Carolina Panthers (3-2) 
at Philadelphia Eagles (3-3) 

AFN-Sports2 
7 p.m. Sunday GET 
2 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Eagles lead 7-3. 

Last meeting: Eagles beat Pan¬ 
thers 28-23, Oct. 12, 2017. 
Notes: Eagles have won two of 
past three meetings.... Panthers 
TE Greg Olsen had six rections 
for 119 yards in his last game at 
Philadelphia.... Eagles QB Carson 
Wentz passed for 278 yards and 
three TDs last week.... Eagles DT 
Fletcher Cox had six tackles and a 
sack last week. 



Cincinnati Bengals (4-2) 
at Kansas City Chiefs (5-1) 

AFN-Sports2* 

(* - if ALCS Game 7 necessary) 
2:20 a.m. Monday GET 
9:20 a.m. Monday JKT 
Series: Bengals lead 15-13. 

Last meeting: Bengals beat Chiefs 
36-21, Oct. 4, 2015. 

Notes: Bengals have won past 
four meetings.... Bengals QB Andy 
Dalton aims for third straight road 
game with at least 330 passing 
yards.... Chiefs QB Patrick Ma- 
homes passed for 352 yards and 
four TDs last week.... (Jhiefs RB 
Kareem Hunt had 185 scrimmage 
yards and a TD catch last week. 


REST OF THE SCHEDULE 


Minnesota at N.Y. Jets 
Cleveland at Tampa Bay 
Detroit at Miami 
Houston at Jacksonville 
Buffalo at Indianapolis, 

L.A. Rams at San Francisco 

Open: Seattle, Green Bay, Pittsburgh, 

Oakland 

Monday’s game 

N.Y. Giants at Atlanta 


NEXT WEEK 


Thursday, Oct. 25 
Miami at Houston 

Sunday, Oct. 28 

Philadelphia vs Jacksonville at London 

Cleveland at Pittsburgh 

Washington at N.Y. Giants 

Seattle at Detroit 

Baltimore at Carolina 

Denver at Kansas City 

Tampa Bay at Cincinnati 

N.Y. Jets at Chicago 

Indianapolis at Oakland 

Green Bay at L.A. Rams 

San Francisco at Arizona 

New Orleans at Minnesota 

0[|en: Dallas, Tennessee, L.A. Chargers, 

Monday, Oct. 29 

New England at Buffalo 
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Ready to rumble 


Rookies have strong showings 
in NBA debuts » Page 6i 



By Beth Harris 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES 
layton Kershaw put his previ¬ 
ous flop behind him and pushed 
the Los Angeles Dodgers for¬ 
ward — one victory from a re¬ 
turn trip to the World Series. 

With so much at stake, the three-time 
Cy Young Award winner bounced back 
from one of his worst postseason starts 
with one of his best, pitching the Dodgers 
past the Milwaukee Brewers 5-2 Wednes¬ 
day for a 3-2 lead in the NL Champion¬ 
ship Series. 

“I don’t really think about the one be¬ 
fore. And after this one I’m not going to 
think about this one, either,” Kershaw 
said. 

Max Muncy hit a go-ahead 
single in the sixth inning for ^ 
the defending NL champs. M.Jf i 
Kershaw held the lead, scor- J 

ing an insurance run in the ll 

seventh and then exiting. 

SEE BEST ON PAGE 56 Vf 


Inside: 

■ Red Sox edge Astros, Page 57 

■ Fan interference ruled to have 
prevented Betts’ catch, Page 57 


MLB PLAYOFFS 


At his 
best ^ 

Kershaw dominates as ^ 
Dodgers top Brewers, 
take 3-2 NLCS lead 


Clayton Kershaw bounced 
back from one of his worst 
postseason starts with one of 
his best Wednesday, pitching 
the Dodgers past the Milwaukee 
Brewers 5-2 in Los Angeles. 




Chargers head to London with chance go 5-2 »pwt 2 |l■|l|IIJjlJP 






